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CATHOLIC CHURCH

The history of St. Patrick®s Church has been complled by
the following persons - Mrs., John T. Herud acted as co=-
ordinator of the project. She was ably assisted by Mrs. Eugene
William Duane whose name, regreftably does not appear in the

printed list.

ST, PATRICK'S PARISH - Mrs. Wm. B, Spooner, Jr., (.
and Mr. D. P. Buckelew. ‘

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION -~ Miss Debble Gilllette. A

CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE -~ Mrs. Arnold A
F., Kaulakis. e

CONVENT -~ Mrs. William Klesse.
HOLY NAME SOCIETY - Mr. Frank A. Ghilselli. 3%

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - Mr, Frederick H. Summa. Al
LEGION OF MARY - Mr, Edward Reltter. ot
MALLINKRODT AUXILIARY - Mrs. Vincent Dooley. AT
MOTHER'S GUILD - Mrs. James Joyce. sy

ROSARY SOCIETY - Mrs. Edward Milde. &3



Auntobigraphy of Nancy Herud

I was boyn in Montclair, Hew Jersey in 1930 daughter of Johm M. Verrin
of Montelalr and Trene M, Hipwine of Harrison, New Jersey.

I regelved wy aducation at ITmwmaculave Conveption, Montelair and
graduated In 1948, After High Sechool T went to work for Kresge-Newsrk
and attendad New Vork University ot night. I worked my way up at
Krasga-Newsrk and In 1952 became & Sportewear Buyer,

T warried John T. Herud son of Rrie F. Herud and Helen Courtney of
Chatham, formally of Orvange, in 1952, e lived our early warried years
in Orange and moved to Chatham in 1958 whare we now reside, % Bartow Lane,

fom%wuy Weatern Avenue.
We have four childrem, John Giffoprd, boem 1985, Carol Marie, born 1954,
Robin Ann, born 1959 and Gay Eliszabeth, boxn 1962,

T a2 member of A%, Patricke Nossey Albar Seciety, St. Patricks
Mothers Cuild and The Villarevrs.

My comtribution to The History of Chathem was very small but 1
anjoyed the wonderful peovle T wmest while halping to gather information

on St, Fatricks Churrh and YVer vorious organizmations,




CHILDREN oj

J.oN. Herup

GIFFORD, 14
CAROL . 19

Rogin 8
Gay . 4




NAME
PARENTAGE
BIRTHPLACE

Education

Married to

Cnhildren

Buglness

Memberships

Rita M. Duane
Daughter of John L. and Eva Symoens McGarry
Dayton, Ohlo

University of Dayton (Ohio) B. 8. - English

Queens College, Flushing N, Y. - undergrad uate
studies In Bducation. Additional study
Graduate School of Educatlon

Eugene William Duane, son of Daniel and Helen
Cotter Duane

John Raymond ~ 1959
Eileen Blizabeth -~ 1961

Employed for 8 years in personnel administration
Delco Products Dlv,, General Motors Corp. and
Hearst Magazines,

Employed 2 years as Junlor Hlgh School teacher
New York €1 ty Board of Edwcatlon.

Certified State of New Jersey ~ Teacher of
English - Gradss 7 - 12

Active member Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine. Have represented S,. Patrick Parish
on dhocesan, state and national levels in
matters of Christian Iducation.



Rita M, Duane p.2

Residence: 24 N, Summit Ave,
Ave,.

John Duane

Eugene, Eileen, and Rita Duane
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St. Patrick Rectory - 85 Washington Ave. - Chatham, N, Iv.

Bishop Corrigan, whose name is on the
incorporation paper, was later made
Archbishop of New York.

Mrs. Spooner:

Reverend Wigger was later made Bishop
of Newark (third Bishop of Newark).

Estelle Fitzgerald,
Secretary

v P

S VSTV T IO e, Fa s ol as Aforesald and Peter McGoey and

John Doran, the lay members aforesaid, do further in pursuance of the

provisions of said Act and for the purpose aforesaid hereby certify that

the name by which we and our successors shall be known and distinguished

as a body corporate is Saint Patrick's Catholic¢ Church, Chatham, N. 7.
Witness our hands this

the 15th day of January in the year of Our Lord, One Thousand Fight Hundred

and Seventy~five.

Michael Augustine Corrigan, Bishop
G. H, Doane . V. G
W, M, Wigger . Pastor
Peter McGoey

John Doran

Received, Filed and Recorded January 30, 1875,

Wm, McCarty, Clerk
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION OF SAINT PATRICK'S
CATHOLIC CHURCH, CHATHAM, N. T.

New Jersey (
Morris County ( Whereas in pursuance of an act approved
February seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sizty-four, and entitled
"An act supplementary to an act entitled 'An act to incorporate
Trustees of Religious Societies' approved April seventeenth 1846,
the Right Reverend Michael Augustine Corrigan, Roman Catholic Bishop
of the Diocese of Newark, the Very Reverend George H, Doane,
Vicar General of the Diocese, and the Reverend Winand M. Wigger, D,D.,
now being the Pastor of the Roman Catholic Church now known as
"St., Patrick's Church, Chatham, in the township of Chatham in the
said county have selected Peter McGoey and John Doran, Two lay
members of said church according to the provisions of said Act and
for the purpose of Incorporating said Church:

Now, therefore, we the said Michael Corrigan,
Bishop as Aforesaid, Very Rev, G. H. Doane, Vicar General as Aforesaid,
Reverend W. M. Wigger, Pastor as Aforesaid and Peter McGoey and
John Doran, the lay members aforesald, do further in pursuance of the
provisions of said Act and for the purpose aforesaid hereby certify that
the name by which we and our successors shall be known and distinguished
as a body corporate is Saint Patrick's Catholic Church, Chatham, N. 7T,

Witness our hands this

the 15th day of January in the year of Our Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Seventy-five.

Michael Auvgustine Corrigan, Bishop

G. H. Doane ¢ Vo Go
W. M. Wigger . Pastor
Peter McGoey

John Doran

Received, Filed and Recorded January 30, 1875,

Wm, McCarty, Clerk



BLESSING OF ST, PATRICK NEW CONVENT
December 18, 1966

Corporation Papers
List of Priests

Present Church and Rectory was built under
Monsignor Willlam A, Looney 1956

The new convent was planned and work was begun
under the pastorship of Monsignor William Looney
and the administratorship of Rev. Stephen J., Patch,

It was completed under the pastorship of
Rt. Rev., Msgr. John J. Shanley, in December, 1966.
The curates at St, Patrick Church at this time were

Rev. Vincent S, McCluskey and Rev. Willlam M, McCarthy.

The principal of the school was Sister Francetta of the
Sisters of Christian Charity, Mendham, New Jersey.
In June, 1966, the larger area of Chatham Township was
separated from St, Patrick parish, Chatham Borough, and
was designated of the parish of Corpus Christi. The
area of Chatham Township closest to St. Patrick Church
was retained in the parish. Rev. Stephen J. Patch was
named first Pastor of Corpug Christi Church.



MAKY -ROSE MC ILVAIN DAVIS
(MRS, WILLIAK B. SPCUNER, JK.)
31 Hillside Avenue

I Jjokingly told my husband, William Burnside Spooner, Jr.,
when we moved to Chatham, New Jersey, in August of 1930, that if he
went any further north for business reasons, I would just stay put
in Chatham. For I was born in Chattancoga, Tennessee, and brought
up in the hills of Walnut Hills, a suburb of Cincinnati, Ohio.
There we had goft, murmuring, early springs ~ where lovely wild
flowers grew early in the woods - ag a young girl I tramped with my
two brothers. The elder of the two was never Hoo bugy to dig with
his penknife the wild flowers, especially violets, to take home and
put in my square of the garden my mother always let me have [from
early years. I even broke off small pieces of young rose~bush shoot:s
from the plants in Eden Park and grew Little plants from them in moiui
gand. I just experimented from talk I heard from some elder family
or friend, I don't remember which.

I vigited in Virginis where my grandfather, Jomeph Hill
Rogers was born, and in Kentucky where both my grandmothers and
great grandmothers were born, and my father's father, Colonel
Joseph Johnson Davis, Jr.. His father, Joseph Johnson Davis was
born in Davis Corners, Massachusetts, of an English Welsh parentage,
the only "Yankee" in my lineage. My fathert's father, Colonel Daviu,
a widower, borm in Maysville, Kentucky, married Rebekah Poyntz
Coonsg, a young widow. Bhe was of French~English stock,

My mother was Mary Josephine Rogers, daughter of Josgeph
Hill Rogers, resident of Walnut Styeet, Cincinnati, Ohio, and son
of Joseph Hill Rogers born in Virginla of John Rogere (of Irish
and Scottish blood) and Elizabeth Hill of North Carolina (of
English ancestry), daughter of Jane W. Hill and Joseph Rogers of
Virginia. Her mother wae Mary Rose McIlvain, daughter of John
Brent McIlvain and Charlotte Montell Vimont of Kentucky and
Virginia. John Brent McIlvain was the son of lary Brent and
John McIlvain. Mary Brent had come from England in 1638 with
her sister Margaret Brent and brothers Giles and George IFulke Drent
on the ship Charity, two tons in size. They landed at the port of

old Saint Marie, November 22, 1638. This was the early capitol of
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the colony of Maryland which comprised then the lands of Maryland,
Virginia and what is now VWest Virginia. These Ffour brothers and
gigters were sent from England because of religious persecution.
Their Catholic parents, Sir Richard Brent, Lord of Stoke and
Admington, Glouchester, Glourhestershire, descendants of Ode de
Brent, whoge holdings were recorded in the Domesday Book and Lady
Blizabeth Reed Brent of Illmington Parish, who had descended from
Bdward III, tracing her ancestry back to John of Gaunt, Duke of
Lancaster, Chaucer's patron, and of Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of
Gloucester. Sir Ricuard' Brent's ancestors emigrated to England
from Normangdy, France about 1066, where they were known as de Breut
for many generations. Fulke was the only one who returned and
married in England.

The Brent family had a noble hisgtory in colonial Waryland
and Virginia. ,6Giles Brent was lord of the manor of Kent Island in
Chesapeake Bay, and a military genius. He married Mary K. Kitta-
maquaand, daughter of an Indian Chief who bhad entrusted his
daughters to largaret and llary for reasons of safety and culture.
They housed her and cared for her in their log cabin in St. Maries
where, according to the English government's grant, they had re-
ceived 2,000 acreg for the four Brents who were required to bring
10 servants, personal or land~trained, with them to their wildepr-
ness homes.

I was brought up with great knowledge and pride of my
early colonial ancestors. lary Brent married my early Scottish
ancestor, Hugh McIlvain, Mary wasg the first woman to demand and be
deated in the Virginia House of Burgesses, She had moved to
Virginia when ousted from Maryland by decree of Lord Cecilius
Calvert, brother of the younger Lord Leonard Calvert of militaxy
fame, Margaret was engaged to be married to him when he suddenly
died of a gunshot wound acquired in an Indien border skirmieh.
Margaret educated and brought up h%g%gwo chil dren, as-wellam

the children of Margearet's sister Anne, who had died.

»\
L)
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I could go on and on about my anceastors, thuose of
Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky and Massachusetts. DBruce Rogers,
the famous architect of Massachusetts, more recently an active
and cultured citizen, but now, of course, passed on.

My mother's five brothers all went to Fordham University
from Xavier College, Cincinnati, Ohio, The sixth brother, William
Banks Rogers went from Xavier College, a Jesult school, to their
Seminary at Woodstock, Maryland, where he entered the Society of
Jesug. Years later he wasg ordained a priest in Louvain, Belgium,
to which University he had travelled for graduate studies in
theology. One other of these brothers went to Yale for a law
degree., He, Alfred Rogers, married Lady mgiiluh whom
he met on a visit to England. Another brother, Charles Louis,
received a graduate degree at Columbia University as a Nining
Engineer. He removed to the far West to manage mines bhelonging to
their father, who was my grandfather, and to which he fell heir,
Another brother, Edward Purcell, named for a famous priestly friend
of the family, returned to Cincinnati where he entered his father's
business office to replace his brother John who had died at the age
of 26 years.

I could go on indefinitely, for I have visited my fam~
ilies in Kentucky, seen the graves of my ancestors in Virginia,
and been awed by an early oil painting of Margaret Brent in the
tiny town hall at St. Mary's, where there ies still a Brent farml
My roote are deep inthe soil of my country.

We returned to Cincinnati, Ohio, the birthplace of my
parents, and where both my grandmothers were living. I lived on
Kempexr Lane, opposite the family home of Governor Harmon of Ohio,
end near my beloved Eden Park.

I swem in the deep and turbulent Ohio River, having
been trained and taught by my Uncle Charles Rogers. I was
educated at the Ursuline Convent and received a scholarkhip to

the University of Pennsylvenie from whose School of Education I
received a degree of B,S., I had graduated with honors from
Miss Sayward's School in Overbrook, FPenna,, not too far from my
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home in West Philadelphia, I entered the University with

Sophomore honors and two years later was elected to Mortar Board
Honorary Society., I served as Sophomore and Senior (lass President,
Junior Vice Preasident and that year I wasg President of the Newman
Club, the Catholic Students' Organizetion. As Pregident of that
body, T worked closely with Father John Keogh, our witty and
brilliant chaplain, I was also responsible that year for all
lectures and authors appearances at the University under our

Wewman Club auspices, to which the entire University student body
and faculty were invited, XKs President, I preslded at all meetings
and at public functions generally given in Hueston Hall.

Ag president in my Sophomore and Senior years I had
great executive responsibilities. We even had two men in our
graduating 6lassof Education.

But I didntt marry either. I married William Burnside
Spooner, Jr., who had graduated from Pennsylvanisa Scheool of Engi~
neering as a Chemistry major ~ a student, also, of languages and
drama. He was already graduated from the University before I
matriculated.

Vie have two fine sons, William Burnside Spooner IIL
and Dr. Alfred Brent Spooner.

William, the elder of the two, was graduated from
Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, New Jersey. He
married Margaret M. de Aloque Ennis of Commecticut, and they
have ten wonderful children ~- Rose Ellen, William Burnside IV,
Richard Brent, Margaret Mary de Alogue (known to the family as
Pegeen!), Lawrence Peter, Thomas Gordon, Wendy Elizabeth, David
Jogeph, Mark Christopher and Nancy Susanne. Ny grandaughter
Rose Ellen married Robert Scott Dowd of Long Island, New York,
and they presented me with my first great grandaughter, Jessica
Anne Marie, a tiny rosebud of a baby girll

But I am dumbfounded at beling a great grandmother and
haven't quite recovered from the shock. My college mate and
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chronological "twin", Evelyn Armiston, has just three little
grandehildren from her son, Robert Anthony Wood and his wife
Elizabeth., The children are ages 5y 95 1l. They tell me I always
started everything early and my mother waited till 31 to be
married. GShe jokingly told me she was having too good & time
travelling, etc. She, Mary Josephine Rogers, a titian~-haired
beauty, went to a French School for six years, as did her sister
Charlotte Vimont Rogera. Though the younger gister, Clara
Elizabeth, stayed home and went to Madame Ferdan's School in
Walnut Hills. So I come by my love of languagea naturally.

My mother and most of her family were bi~lingual -~ inherited from
their French ancestors. UMy father had a magnificient, trained
tenor voice that could easily f£ill the old "Met", He gang in
French, German and Italian as well ag English, and often sang
Germen lullabies to me., At an early age I knew the Italian
Street song in Italian and snatches from many of the Italian,
French and German operas.

My mother was an accomplished pianist and we had her Steinway
Concert Grand until recent years when she sold her Philadelphia
house after my father's death ahd came o Chatham to live with us,
returning to share time with my sister Rebekah Poyntez Davis
Fischer in Philadelphia. Rebekah is also a graduate of the
University of Pennsylvania, as is my. brother Prank Ferry Davis,

a civil engineer. My brother Rogers, named for my mother's

father, Joseph Hill Rogers, was the only non~Pennaylvania graduate.
He graduated from Xavier University in Cincinnati, where our
uncles had graduated, and from Ohio Mechanic's Ingtitute where he
majored in architecture. He is the eldest of my parents'! four
children. Though I married before my elder brother and elder
sister and younger bother, I've had the pride of enjoying ‘the

only great grandschild of the four of usl

Both of our sons served in World Wear II. My older son,
William, emerged as a lieutenant junior grade Navy, and my youngern
son Brent, as a first lieutenant meteorologist in the Air Force.
They both "retired" from the Remerves for civilian life ~ William
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as & Jjunior partner in his father's Firm in New York, now as
President of his own fiym of Spooner & Company, New York Industrial
and lanagement Consultants. Alfred Brent, after graduating at 19
cum laude with only 3 months in his Senior year at Seton Hall
University, South Orange, and returning from the Pacific war area
where he was for 2-1/2 years, went on to the University of Notre
Dame for a Doctorate of Philosophy with a major in Chemistry in 1950.
He has done research in organie chemiptry and received several
patents. He wag a full Professdr of Chemistry at Seton Hall
University, where he was the youngest faculty representative on

the University Council. He is a member of the Consulting Chemists
and Chemical Engineering Association, with headquarters in New York,
and has been on the Board of Directors. He is currently teaching
in Newton High School, and has taken over a chemistry position
there while a teacher is working on his doctorate. He lives in
Paulinskill Lake, Stillwater Township in rolling hills with the
famous Bast~West Wall bullt in early colonial days by the Indians
under army officer supervision bounding his acreage. His land is
on the Berkeley side of the Wall; the other side being the

Carteret former holdings. He has an attractive five-room house

on ten acres of wooded land with even a gorgeous woods and amall
lake where wild ducks rest in migrating. He is as yet unmarried,
though he specilalizes in god-children, of which he currently has
eleven, and even a namesake Brent.

I walk the hills of Sussex County with him as I did
with my brothers in Ohio and Kentucky. I have walked recently
over much of Blue Mountain and examined the glacler Lake Success
with its spillway of glacier rock and downward cascading ravines
where the spillover flows quietly and peacefully. I have seen
the old houges on Blue Mountain whose owners must soon vacate
reluctantly. Though land is still being sold for homes
lovingly erected in gorgeous terrain. But the whole of this
Blue Mountain, part of which is visible from the windowsa of my
son Brent's cottage on its knoll in Paulinskill will be taken
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over for a wild life preserve and wilderness preservation as

part of the Federal Park System. I weep with the owners of the
lands and shudder to think of the noise of radios and bus parties
invading the peaceful quiet of this gorgeous untouched land -
untouched by those who might not value it as do the present owners
and the campers of the beautiful large Boy Scout Camp with its
natural arched redwood entrance way beyond which, except fgr a

few feet, no woman may pass! -

~= But my son Brent and I walked on to a look-~out and
gcanned the surrounding scenes, environs and even took plctures.
We ate our sandwiches and drank our hot coffee from themos cups
while sitting in the car because we lingered too long and a chill
had settled over the hills and near Blue Lake where we peacefully
ate and watched wild bird come near fwr crumbs and fish flipping
in the waters below and yet nearby, too. ;

There was not a humen voice heard. The birds and chip~
munks owned the world and the fish the waters. We couldn't help
wondering what it would be like when open to all the publict
For at Swartzwood Lake the owners are ever annoyed by the bug—
loads who thoughtlessly roam over private lands and flower bheds
in summer months. How happy the homeowners for fall, winter and
early spring when they are left alone with their families and
homes and lands!

We came home through Wantage Township -~ a lovely,
rolling open township whose family lands wi 1l shortly be flooded
to form part of the 30 to 40 miles long lake reservoir -
government owned and controlled. When the Army engineers will
come in to flood the bank of the Delaware where we drive near
Tock's Island and on the soon to disappear 01d Nine Road of
historic New Jersey. Some 014 typical barns and silos will be
pregserved although probably moved, to soon show citizens how the
settlers of the "goon past" have lived. Though, as of today,
thege farms and buildings are an active part of inherited genera-
tions of north Jersey.
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I wonder if we Americans do truly know just what we
are doing. I only hope so, though so much is lost for so-
called progress,

And ironically, trees are being planted publicly on
Arbor Day, when trees hundreds of years old and their younger
generation growth of fiflty, seventy~five or so years are being
randomly mowed down for building or roads of progress.

No laws prevent such priceless destruction of trees
and wild flowers and for the age where much could be saved in
properly supervised buildings of any kind.

Few laws conserve nature's waters or rivers spillovers.
Is there a wonder we have gevere water shortages and wild floods,
when natural banks of rivers needed for high rise waters are
built upon by highways or dams?

We have glaughtered so much game and bird life +till
much is extinct. Only now ig the whooping crane hopeful of not
following the fate of the dodol

We pull down huge trees and then plant twige which
eventually will bloom and grow only, I suppose, to come down
again.

Do I sound gloomy? Well, I was conceived in the Lookout

Mountaing of Tennessee and born in its foothills.

I was brought up in the hills of suburban Cincinnati,
Kentucky and Virginia, and asked my husband to settle in Chatham
when we were forced to move from the slightly elevated backbone
of Long Island because in Chatham and in our present location

I Lift my eyes to the hills
I 1lift my eyes to the mountains

15



- G -

I was asked to write a biography of myself. How can T
atop when my life stretches over the centuries and is not yet done?

I wander, I read, I study, I think! And more and more
my life ig entwined with thosge ancestors of mine and my progeny's
progeny - and man's thoughts and creations as well ‘as natures.

So I must sign off and let you know I was christened
Marie Rozanne lcIlvain Davis after three generations of my fore-
bears. Bubt my wisely knowledgeable mother, lary Josephine Rogers
Davis called me by the name my loved maternal grandmother was
called -~ Just simple but beautiful to me becauge of long associa—
tion with a loving, clever, charming lady who bore my mother at
the age of 35 and who died gracefuﬁ%@nd eanily at the age of 95.
Her daughter, my mother, lived happily, wittily and lovingly +ill
the age of 98.

What has life in store for me?luch leaser life span,
I feel, tho'! eagerly I live and yet sadly I miss my life's
partner who left me 8o long ago in 1956,

There is so much to Live for and live with and help to
plan and hope to correct or hope to alter if not always approving.

S0 I sign myself ~—- Maryrose McIlvain Davis Spooner,
bereft of grandparents, parents and husband, but proud mother of
two fine sons and proud grandmother of ten and one by in~law,

making eleven; and one darling small great grandaughter, which is
8till & miracle to me,

y o
“Maryrose '

Chatham, New Jersey -~ My adopted state and the state I have

'''''

(lo
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P,3, == Of course there is a postscript! I forgot in my rembles
to say that my mother attended Miss Watt's School, Walnut Hills,
Cincinnati, then at twelve years of age a boarding school in a
beauvtiful arched cloigter-like building. I loved to wisit in
Clifton, Ohio, run by the Madames of the Sacred Heart from Paris,
France,'wh@r@ she had two years of advanced college work.

Wy father attended private schools in Kentucky and then
gstudied musgic with an Italian professor of music who btrained his
beautiful tenoxr voice, and under whose direction he gtudied all
anglea for opera and the concert stage.

He and my mother met in Walnut Hills alt a reception when
she was engaged, but he later cut out his rival and married this
charming young woman four years loterl

But my father's mother and my mother's mother head been
family friends in Kentucky and upon getting to be young ladies
gpent two years together at a French School in Swickley, Penna.

When my maternal grandmother married she went to live
with her new hugband in Cincinnati where they were quite busy with
a family of growing children on lovely holdinge in the high
ground of Walnut Hills overlooking Covington, Kentucky.

Written hurriedly about T7~11 a.:

May 6, 1966

It is now June 1967 -- I have another postscript and namesake -~
small Christine Rose Dowd, born December 28 ~ about 6 weeks early
on her delivery, but now doing well in southern California where
I am heading very soon!

-



MARY-ROSE MC ILVAIN DAVIS
(Mrs. Wm. B., Jr.)

81 Hillside Avenue

SPCONER




By D. P. Buckelew 9
EISTORY OF ST. PATRICK'S PARISH##CHATHAM, “N.J.

The land on whleh stands St. Patrick's Church, School
and Kindergarten (the little Briek Church), was purchased
in May, 1871. The Roman Catholies in the Chatham area were
attendling Mass at St. Vincent's Church in Madlson. The Chatham
ares was what 1s now tie Townshlp and the Dorough, although
1t was all eonsidered Chatham Townshilp until the-gggggé&
was formed in 1892, (Bowupl i 1597)

The land purchase was to provlde for a Mlsslon Church
and school. There were two lots, each 50 feet by 150 feet in
the area now bounded by Ollver and Chatham Streets and Wash-
Ington Avenue. At the time of the purchase, there were no
roads traversing the farm »f Mr. Paul Lum, from whom the land
was obtained. Washlington Avenue was put through a short tlime
later.

The man responsible for the purchase of thls land was the
Rev. Dr. Wlgger, who was the »astor of St. Vincent's Church
in Madlison, W.J, Soon after the land was purchased, the
Rev. Dr. Wigger arranged for the construction of a wood frame
bulldling, 35 feet by 50 feet sltuated on the couner of what 1s
now Washlngton Avenue and Chatham Street, whére the present
Church site 1s. This building was completed in 1872 at a cost
of $l,000,

Blshop Mlchael A. Corrilgan, Bilshop of the Diocese of lNewari,
incorporated St. Patrick's Church bn January 15, 1875. The
Rev. Dr. Wigger, belng pastor of St. Vincent's Parlsh, was de-
signated also pastor of St. Patrick's Church. St. Patrick's
Church continued to be a mission church/

Becéuse of the 1increase in the area's Catholic po»nulatlion,

several adminlstrative changes were made. 3t. Patrick's Church
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was transferred to St. Teresa's Parlsh (Summlt.) Avallable
records do not indlcate when this took place. It was during thls
time that Sisters of “harlty were brought to LSt. Patrlck's

to take the place of lay teachers. |

It was In thls perlod that tiie lmmeddte needs of GLt.

Patrick's exceeded the caaclty of the existing church and
sechools. Plans were started to bulld s separste church. Three
lots were purchesed on the corner of Washlngton Avenue and
Oliver Stree, adjacent to the »roperty on which the first
bulldings of St. Patrick's were altuated.

v Many of the narlshoners of St. Patrlck's worked 1n the
Brickyard which was situated in the ares now occupled by
Chatham Junlor High School (between Fairmount and Lum Avenues
and Bhatham Street and the Station Plaza.) When the plans
for a new Church were finsl, the call for asslistance was
answered by someé wlth the donatlon of brieks. In additlon to
thirteen hours a day back-breaking labor in the Brickyard,
many pearlshoners donated tlme, labor, and bricks after work to
build the new Church wiieh would seat 160 parlshoners.

The area's Cathollc populatlion continued to grow and the
Blshop of Newark declded to make 3t. Patrick's a separate, ln-
dependent parish. This was done and the Rev. Muhl was appnointed
the first pastor of St. Patrleck's Parish on January 19,1307.

50 the new Chureh and the new Parish cameé Into beling In

the sameé year. Rev. Muhl stayed aes Pastor only untll Yovembour,

1887, at which time he was replaced by Rev. Patrick A. ciahan.
A bell was donated to St. Patriek's Church by John Kenny

and Owen Kearny. After balng blessed by the Bishop, tlie bell

was named 3t. John. It was lnstalled by John O'flara and Jo::
MacCormack.
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In 1889, Rev. McGahan was replaced by Rev. J.C. Dunn.

Upon completion of the Brick Church, the old church=and-
school tullding could be uced exclusively as a school. The
school was altered to> make two classrooms. In time a roonm,
18x20 vas added to the rear of the school.

In Pebruary, 1894, a fire occurred, which for an hour
threatened to wipe away the work of twenty years. Ihe repular
Lenten devotlions belng ended, the rexton, aAndrew Vewman, in
putting out the llights in the chandeller, then in the center
of the church, allowed 1t to drop to the floor. In an instant
slx balléns of kerosene were in a blaze on the floor and among
the pews. At the sound of "fire", everyone in tne area, whether
or not he was Cathollec, responded to help save the llttle church.

It was durlin, the rectoraste of the same nriest that the
stalned ;;lass windows were put in, a new osrgan, the reconstruction
of the sanctuary, slde altars, the gas plant to light the church,
school and hall and »resent rectory, telephone, electric bells,etc.

In August 1890, the Sisters of Charity who had heen dils-
mlssed by a prevlious nastor, returned to St. Patrlck!s School
and todk up resldence. The house, whlch has now been renlaced
by the new convent; was bullt by Rev. Dunn's father who,with
hls wife, wished to be near their son. Upon the death »f the
parente, the house was deeded to the Communlty of the llsters of
Crhiarlty. The house was later "purchased'" from the Communlty Ly
St. Patrick's for the sum of $1.00.

Rev. W.T. YcLaughlin succeeded Rev. Dunn in 1897. 1iils stay
at &t. Patrick's was short and in 1899, he was wveplaced by

Rev. J.C, MeCormick. Rev. McCormick was replaced by Rev.

5. Hedges in 1903 and he, in turn was replkasced by Ht. Rev. W.i.
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Keyes in 190L. It was, to a great extent, throu,h Rev. Keyes'
recommendation that Stirling was transferred to the Trenton
Dlocese, thereby obviating the need for the long trip Lo say
Mass ln Stirling.

After Rev. Keyes came Rev. P,M. Maher in 1G61ii. Rev. R,A.
Mahoney succeeded Rev. laher in 191l and to him ,oes the credlt of
Installing & new organ and the placlng of a confesslonal In
the rear of the Church. According to exlsting wrltten recollectlons
of paerlshoners, confessions, prior to that time were heard at
the Pastor's knee.

During Rev. Mahoney's adminlstratlon it hecame aparent that
a new school wag needed and 1t was undertaken to put the flnances
of the Church in good order and save for the new school. It
was not, however, untll the pastorate of Rev. Donnelly, who
succeeded Rev. Mahoney Iln 1929, that the new school became a
reallty.

Rev. Donnelly came to Chatham wilth deflnite orders to
bulld a new school. The old school that had served the Chatham
youths s0o well had outllved lts usefullness and was an eyesore
and a detriment to safety.

In 1930, conatruction of St. Patrick's School was started.
Although the cornerstone 1ls marked 1930, it was not until 1931,
in June, colncldent with Confirmation that year, the the corner-
stone was offlclally lald.,

Rev. Don: elly was replaced in 1936 by Rev. Peter T. Werne.

It was ln Aprll, 1938 that St. Patrick(s Parish was broken
away from the Newark Dlocese and became Hart of the Paterson
Dilocese.

In June, 19L0, Kev. VWerne was succeeded by Rev. Geor,e 4.

Crone. Rev. Crone was also Chaplalin of the lew Jersey ‘lational
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Guard. As Chaplalin, he was ordered to Fort Dix, W.J. for
tralining with hls unit. After completion of thls tralning,
he returned to St. Patrick's untll Sentewber, 19,0 at which
time Rev. Crone rejoined hls Natlonal Guard Unlt whiech had
been called to actlve duty.

Rev. Willlam A. Looney was aprointed adminlstrator of
St. Patrick's to replace Rev. Crone. He remalned in this post
until July, 1941 when he was apnointed Pastor of St. Clare's
Parish In Delawanna, N.J.

Rev. Joseph H. Dempsey was appointed pastor in July, 1941
and in February, 1950 Rev. Dempsey was appolnted pastor of
St. Clare's ln Delawanna and Rev. Looney returned to St. Patrisk's.

In October, 1952, a four classroom addition to the school,
was started. It was completed for the beginning of school in
September, 195% and was blessed by Bishop MeNulty of Paterson
in December, 1953%.

The need for a larger church was felt in the early 19%0's
and plans were made to enlarge the present church but the  reat
depression had been felt too severely in Chatham to permlt
bullding slince the school on Chatham Street hed been flnlsied
in 1931.

In 19%l, St. Patrick's obtalned 1lts flrst curate, Rev.

.. Corr, who served ln that canacity untll 1958.

By the tlme St. Patrlck's parlsh could see lts way to en-
large 1lts church, so many Catholics had moved Iinto Chatham
Borough and the Townshlp, that an entlrely new church was
planned on the slght of the first frame school at the corner
of Wasulngton Avenue and Chatham Street. The new church was
to seat 020 (Including balecony.) The cornerstone of thls new

church wes lald in 1955 and it was conseecrated in December, 1955.
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The architect was Anthony J. De Pace, A.T.A. of New Yonk Clty.
The little brlck church on the corner of Washin ton Avenue
and Oliver Ctreet was made lnto a beautlful, modern kindergarten
in 1956.
Rev. Corr was replaced as curate In 1958 by Rev. Leo
Sweeney who, himself was replaced by Rev. Steohen Patch in 1959.
In 1962, four more classrooms were added to £t. Patrick's
School, by uslng the space whlch had prevliously been the
auditorium.
In 1963, a second curate was added to St. Patrick's,
Rev. Willlam M. McCarthy.
In april, 1966, Msgr. Willlam Looney died and the Rt. Rev.
Megr. John J. Shanley was apjolnted pastor in June, 1966.
At the same time, Chatham Townshlp was broken away from Lt.
Patrick's parlsh and a separate parlsh, known as Corpus Chriesti,
was formed. The Rev. Stephen Patch was appolnted pastor of
Corpus Christli.
At thls wrlting, the clerygy of St. Patrick's conslsts
of Rt. Rev. Msgr. Shanley, Rev. McCarthy, Asslistant and Rev.
Vincent McCluskey, Assistant, who jolned St. Patrick's in 1946.
Author's Note:

The above narrative was péeced together from avallable
records, newspaper artlcles, the Vol. I of TiE lilstory of
Morris County, New Jersey and the memorles of parlshoners.
Whlle some of these sources are at confllct, an attemot
was made to provide the proper contlinulty, tased on the
list of Pastors of St. Patrick's whlch was complled by
Mrs. Mary Rose Upooner ard veriflied by Rt. Rev. lisgr.
Shanley with the Chancery O0fflces of the Dloceses of

Jewark and Paterson. It 18 hoped that the evolved
pattern ls correct.

D,P. Buckelew
April 2, 1967.



Donald Patton Buckelew

Youngest child (only son) of 5, Leroy Buckelew and Grace b,
Buckelew nee Pa*ton, Both parentas are deceased, My Mather
wasg born in Jenkintown, Pa,, and moved in his early years to
Newark, N, J, My Mother was born in Newark, Both were
educated in the Newark school system, In the mid 1920's
they moved into Morris County and lived in several places

before settling in dorristown,

I wag born in All Souls Hospital in Worristown, M. ¢. on
Jeptember 10, 1931,

My elementary education was completed entirely in the

George Washington School on Morris $t, in Morristown, I

was graduated from Morristown High School in 1949, After

one year at Rutgers University in New Brunswieck, ! trans-
ferred to and was graduated from Seton Hall Univeraity in

June 1963 with a degree in knglish and mducation, After

three years in the davy as a comrissioned officer, I returned
to draduwate School (part-time nightas) at Seton Hall, I am
currently a candidate for a Mastera Degree at Ohio Inte Univer-
gity. Our marriage took place on November 14, 19563 in Scranton
Pa,, my wife's home and birthplace, Uhe is the former Anna

Mae ‘‘reetley, youngest child (and only daught-r) of Joseph
Greetly and Klla treetley nee Carey, Both parentas are de-

ceased,
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Three children - Mariella - Auge 17 - who will graduate from
Worthington (Ohio/ High School in June 197¢,
She plans to attend college in the fall,
Maxrk - Age 15 ~ g sophomore at worthington,

Anne - iAge 8 - 2nd grade - Kvening St, Sehool

I am enployed by Battelle Memoripi inmatitute ag a techniecal /
economie research professional staff member, My area of
research is vigual communicat ions, film, magnetic (vidio) tape
and cable comrrunications, The prineipi% purpose of the re-
search is to explore more effective and efficient means of
trang ferring informat ion from the mind of one person to

another,

My wife is employed as insurance librarian by the Griffith
Foundation for Ingurance Kduoation, 'The Griffith Foundation
operates a library of gsome 1200 volumes on insurance sag an

ad junct of the commerce library ~ OhioState University,

18 part of my professionsl activity I am a wmember of:
ingtitute of wleotrical and Ylectronic sngineers (ITxKE)
National siierofilm Asmociation (NMA) ny
National Cable Television Asm 'n(NCTA) and Ohio Cable /Asa'n
Algso an officer (V,P, Publieations) and Director of

Communications Systeums Management Assoociation ((CSiA)

My spare time 1s devoted to teaching Heligion, Readi ng,

Gardening, and Kepairing Automobiles,
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By HNiss Debbie Gillette

HISTORY OF ST. PATRICK'S CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION

The Catholic Yourth Organigzation of St. Patrick's Church
began in 17252 under the direction of Tather Corr and Father Looney.
The first president of the C.Y¥.0. was Don Micol. The orcanigation
began with about fifty members. Activities conducted then, that
no longer take nlace today, were the publication of a newsletter,
a football team, and trips to Bear Lountain.

In the vast few years, the C,¥Y.0., has expanded greatly in
membershin and activibty. Occasional dances were held and within
the last year the HUDDLE, a dance held every other Friday night
was established. Tach year the C.Y.0. makes several trips includ-
ing ski trips, shore trips, bowling trips, and roller-skating
trips. The C.,Y.0. has also gone to see such outstanding movies as
"The Cardinal", "The Greatest Story Ever Told", and "The Gospel
According to St. Matbhewt®., 5t. Patrick!'s C.Y.0. occasionally
combines for a mixer with the C.Y.0. of another church.

The C.Y.0. has become comnetitive with other C.Y.0's. Jun-
lor and intermediate basketball beams were set up four years ago.
Junior and intermediate cheerleaders not only cheer for these
teams, but also compete in cheesrines contests. Within the past
three years, the cheerleaders have recelved several flrst and sec-
ond nlace trovhies and nlaques. The C.YT.0. also »articivates in
an oratorical contest in which an individual is selected to make
a speech. Another activity in which the C.Y.0. has narticipated
in the past three years is the C.V.0., nlay competition. Under
the direction of Phyllis Gillette, “Antic Spring® won first place
in the orris County Competition and second place in the Diocesan

Competition in 1965, "First Dress Suit" won second place in the

Morris County Competition in 1966, and "Bobbysox Brizade" won

A8
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first nlace in the orris County Competition of 1967 and is
atill on its way. The C.Y.0. ends each vear with a week-long
commnion crusade of daily masses and sermons directed to teen-

avers, and finally, a C.Y.0. Commnion Tireakfast.,




By lirs., Arnold F.so
Kaulakis

TEP0RY OF UL GUHFRATRRNITY OF CHALSTIAN DOCTRINE

ST. PATRICW'S PARISH, CHATIAMU

The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, an offic-
inl orsanization of the Catholic Church, had 1ts beginnings
in Ttaly in the Sixteenth Century. The Council of Trent,
1545-63, formally recosnized the need for Catechatical
Instruction by and for laymen, at the parish level.

Shortly thereafter, laymen, under the direction of their
nastbors, were encouraged to orsanize and carry oub this
mission.

The Confraternity has, since that time, been estab-
lighed in Dioceses over the whole world, under the direction
of the Archeonfraternity of Christian Doctrine in Rome. The
Center, under a Cardinal Protector, is presently at Santa
Maria del Planto, established there by Pope Benedict XIV in
the 14th Centnry.

Tt was in 1903 that the Confraternity was organized
in the mited States, 1n dHew York City. The worlk of the
Confraternity now extends over the whole country, and, since
19235 the Natlonal Center of the CCD has its headguarters,
as a bnrean of the Mational Catholic Welfare Conference, in
Washington, D. C.

The CCD embraces, in all, six branches of operation.
They are: 1) Teachers; 2) Fishers; 3) Helners; L) Discus—
sion Clubs; 5) Parent-REducators; and &) Anostles to Non-
Catholics. Thelir titles reveal their interdsependence and

cooparation, TWach is orpanized as the necd arises.
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As the primary function of the CCD is instruction on
the Catholic Faihh, Ste Patrick!s Parish in Chatham, had no
need becanse of its relatively small membershin, for a formal
organization. Imtil the late L9L0's those requiring instruc-—
tion received it privately, or in small groups, from the Pas-
bor or an assistant., With the ranid prowth of both Chatham
Porough and Chathan Townshin, which the parish embraced, the
muber of parishioners of all ages increased nroportionately.
Then it became apparent that the number of school-age childe
ren far exceeded the canacity of 5t. Patrick's School, and
that many hich school students were without instruction, the
Pastor, the Risht peverend Monsiemor m. A. Looney, aubthor-
ized his assistant Rev. John Corr to orzanize the Confratern
ity of Christian Doctrine. [n 1980, Fr. Corr conducted one
class of Hirh School stndents; in 1951, the nanils were di-
vided into two rronps, and in 179 there were four classes.
Lay teachers, sitndents at the Collepe of St. Hlizabeth,
sarved as instrmetors for these additional classes.

In the meantime, Sistors of Christian Charity, those
who tansht Ln St. Patrick's School, repularly conducted
clagees in Relirion for all children attending public Gram-
mar Hchools, every Sunday morning, during the school year.

By June, 1953, when Rev. Pather Leo Sweeney replaced
Fapher Corr as Curatsz, it was evident that a fully orsanized
Confraternity was needed in the parish. Father Sweeney rec-
ornised the need for a more comprehensive orsanizatlon, and

nroceaded to set up separate and coordinatin: zroups.



Callineg unon resnonsible menbers of the congregation, he es-
tablished a well-iknit confraternity School of Religion, both
Grammar and [{igh School. There were branches of Teachers,
delners and Fishers, and a Discussion Club. The latter
aventnally encompassed eisht srouns, with 110 adult mesbers,
condicted by laymen, These were onthusiastically received
and well attended, so much so that one of these groups con-
tinmed to funection steadily for eisht years,

Reverend Father Stephen Patceh, who came to St. Patrick's
Parish in 1269, started an adult education project, Inquiry
Classes. Thns was of'ferad an opportunity to all adnlts,
Catholie and non-Catholic, to learn the basic facts, and to
have their questions answered concernine the Catholic Faith.

Tn 1966 the Discussion Club was re-organized by Rever-
end Father William MeCarthy under the newly appointed Pastor,
The Richt Reverend Monsipgnor John Shanley. The single groun
of abont 30U members, will be snlit into two, and more proups
will be formed, under the direction of Reverend Father Vincent
MeCluskey, who took over from Father MeCarthy, as the priests
of the parish are more available to act as moderators.

During Father Pateht's administration, Religilous educa-
tion, with Fishers, Teachers and 'elpers, was completely re-
organlzed. With the help of Father WcCarthy, the number of
teachers rose to 19 permanent and 13 substitutes on call,
assisted by 2 priests and 7 sisters. 200 students were reg-
istered in the High School, and 573 in the Grammar School.

fishers and Helpers, on call to assist with clerical heln,
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telenhoning, bransportation and the Like, increased to 20,

(4%

Jhen the school reopened in the fall of 1966, it was fully

orcanized and efficiently ran by the staff of nriests and

Tay volunteers.

Me Kaulakis




MARGUERITE A. KAUILAKIS

BIRTHPIACE......... St. Louls, Mo.

PARENTS..v.vvueen.. Marguerite Bain and
Charles Henry Adams

EDUCATION.......... Convent of the Sacred
Hear{, New Orleans, lLa.
Sacre Coeur, Rue Du
Grand Cerr, Brussels,
Belgium

MARRIED...veeun...., Arnold F. Kaulakis

CHILDREN. .. vueuso,. Bernadette Marie
Robert Bain
Michael Adams
Marguerite Marie



By Mrs. William Klesse 99

SAINT PATRICK!'S CONVENT

The groundbreaking for the new convent that was to replace the
former Dunn home was held on January 9, 1966, A procession was held
from the Church to the site at the corner of Washington Avenue and
Oliver Street., The ceremony was held with Very Rev. Msgr. William A.
Looney shoveling the first dirt and breaking the pground, after which
everyone returned to the Church for Benediction. Honored guests included
Mayor John P, Davidson of Chatham Borough, Mayor Walter S, Schultz of
Chatham Township, Rev. Stephen Palch and Rev. William M. McCarthy.

The cost of the building was to be $140,000, and would sccommodate
12 Nuns, and a Swerior's suite, 7 parlors, Sisters' living room,
refectory und a Chapel. 'The Chapel was increused in size to provide lor
the latest lituygicul requirements of Masa facinp the Sisters. It ia
octagonal in shape with n centrslly located altar for the Sisturs'
community type Mass, The stained glass windows symbolize the Blessed
Trinity and the Holy Family.

The architect was Gerurd Joseph Oskley of Bergentield; the bullder
J.B, Prisco, Summit; Van Varick and Co., Clifton, heat and plumbing;
and the Brennan Hlectric Co,

The bullding was completed in November with the Sisters moving
in on Dec. 10, 1966,

Ihe laying of the Cornerstone was on Dec. 18, 1966 with many honored
guests attending: Rt. Rev., Mspgr. Edward P. Looney, the brother of our
deceased Pastor, Very Rev. Msgr. Willism A. Looney, who died April 14,
1966; Rt. Rev. Mﬂgr. John J, SBhanley, Pastor of St. Patrick's, Rev.
Lawrence C. Callaghen, Pastor of St. Vincent's Madison; Rev. Stephen
Patch, Pastor of Corpus Christi, Chatham Township; Rev. John J. Morrison,
S.J., Rev. Timothy Cineen, S.J.s Rev. Gerard Bell, S.J. of the Loyola

Retreat House, Morristown. Mother M, Virgina, Provincial Superior of
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Sisters of Christian Charity, Mendham, N.J.;, Sister M. Francetta,
Principal, St. Patrick's School; Mayor John P. Davidson and Councilmen
of' Chatham Borough, Chief of Police Richard G, Rudow; Rev. Vincent S.
McCluskey, Rev. #illism M. McCarthy, Assistants at St. Patrick's; and many
Parishioners of 8t, Patrick's. All attended services in the Church
followed by & procession to the beautiful new convent. After the laying
of the Corneratone the building was blessed by Msgr. Shanley, and an
Open House and Tour of their beautiful home was conducted by the Sisters.
A reception was held in the Church Hall prepared by the Mothers®! Guild
and Rosary Society.

The first visit of our Bishop, Mozt Rev. lLawrence Bernard Casay,
D.D. was on Ascension Thursday, May 4, 1967, when he of'iered Mass for

the Sisters in their Chapel.
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By F. A. Ghiselli

HISTORY OF ST. PATRICKS HOLY NAME SOCIETY

The Holy Name Society is the parish men's organization.
The purnose is to foster respect for the Holy Name of Jesus,
promote frequent Communion and provide for Catholic spirituale
ity and action. The parish Holy Name Society is welded to other
similar parish societies to form a national and then international
organization. Historically, the Society was formally established
by Pope Gregory X when in 1274 he commissioned the newly formed
Dominican Order to direct it.

At St. Patrick's, the parish Society was founded in aboutbt

1905 by Rev. William A. Keyes, pastor. From an early photo-

praph (presented.by‘gg;iQ&}aﬁenrich), the men idenbtified are
Charles OtHara, Frank Murphy, John Butler, Hev. William A. Keyes,
fustave Ryan, John Cullerton and John McCormack. Frank Murphy
is shown holding a large American flag, John Cullerton is holding
a large Holy Name banner while the other men,except Father Keyes,
who is carrylng a walking stick, are holding penants. It was
possibly taken on the day of one of the annual Holy Name warades.

According to Lawrence McCormack, a former parishoner now
residing in Westfield, N. J., and son of John, Gustave Hyan was
the first president; these men were probably the first officers
in the Society and the date of its establishment is placed in
1905. Another photograph dated 1915, also the courtesy of ég;i<‘h
A. llenrich, shows Patrick Reilly, a butcher in Weimar's Market;
Edward Joyce, a local carpenter; Tugene O'Hara, a printer at the
Chathan Press and local correspondent for the Newark News; Carl
Henrich, Sr., local barbershop proprietor; Edward Hanton, a clerk

in Kelleyt's grocery store and a noted baseball player who once

turned dovn a bid from a National League Team. All are now deceased.

3¢
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The latter photograph was nresented to both the Chatham
Press and Chatham Courier in 1965 for a news item along with a
release announcing the Society's first meeting of that year.
The papers carried stories on October 7, 1965, The Press re-
ferred to the men of the photograph as founding the parish
Society fifty yesars before, while the Courier said that the men
posed for the photograph prior to the annual loly Name parade
held in Morristown in October 1915. The Press was in error in
its caption as discovered througzh later affirmation by Lawrence
McCormacks The Courier was undoubtedly correct in its state-
ment. It was questionable how Father Keyes came to appear in
the group picture in 1915 when he was pastor of St. Patrick's
from 190l until November, 1911,

The 1915 photograph was undoubtedly talken the day of the
Holy Name parade as sach man 1ls shown holding the regular parade
pennant.and it furthermore ig validated and identifled with a
larger group nlcture of all the members the day of the parade.

Since the turn of the century, until 1965, Holy Name
members from all the parishes in Morris County have held an
annual parade and rally on the second Sunday of October. In
1965, a departure from this tradition was made by Dishop James
J« Navaugh with each parish asked to celebrate the nationwide
observance of Holy Name Sunday with a local service. 8t. Patrick's
responded in 1965 and 1966 with an evening mass and supper and
induction of new members immediately following mass.

While it appears that for many years the annual parade was
held in Newark, then Morristown, for the Morris County parishes,

and later Passaic and Susgsex Counties which make up the Paterson

39
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diocese, there was a time when the parade was held in other
towms also. In fact, parishoner Mrs. Anna Ryan, recalls a
vear during Father Keyes'! time when the parade and rally were
brought to Chatham. She has sald that outdoor benediction
followed at a temporary altar erected on the present grounds of
the church where a large statue of the Sacred Heart appeared.
She also added that the Holy Name meetings, as well as, in fact,
the meetings for all of the other societies, were run in theold
school hall, a clapboard building located where the rectory now
gtands. It had three classrooms and auditorium with stage and
lasted from aboub 1902 until about 1931,

One of the recreational events sponsored by the Federa-
tion of Holy Name Societies of the Newark diocess at the time
was to run a pocket bllliard tournament. Mr. Bugene Sacco, a
parishoner, recalls those happy days around 1910 and 1911 when
St. Patrickt!s particlvated in these tournaments and the men
travelled by train and trolly car to the meets.

There were periods of time when the Society was inactive,
thrueting forward for a while and then slowing down or becoming
dormant all together.

Only a partial list of past-presidents is glven here.
Before the twentles there were Gustave Ryan, John McCormack,
Raward Hanton, .Cavk Henrich, Sm, Pabrick Gallahan, Bugene O'Haras
in the twenties, Terrence lcGhee, John Dawson, Frank J. Byrne,
Lawrence P. McCormack, Francis D. McHugh; in the thirties and

forties, Clement Hipkins, Joseph McNany; in the fifties, John
J. McCormack (not related to the other McCormacks), Kenneth

Carson; in the sixties, John Ring (1961), Edward Higgins (1962),
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James Tunny (1963), George Schwartz (196l,), Frank A. Ghiselli
(1965) and Nick Marconi (1965),

In the y?ars concurrent with and immediately following
the second Vatican Council, the Holy Name Society has engaged
in ecumenical work. There has been an attempt at renewal of
its activities to include community particivation. To name a
few, it was in 1963 that it sponsored an Open House called
"Operation Understanding® in memory of a devoted Holy lName
menber, the late Alloys Cronenberger, to which all of the Prote
estant church bodies of Chatham Borough and Chatham Township
were invited. This was headed by Paul Burne. Then there fol-
lowed, in 1965, an invitation again to the same church groups
to participate at the laymen's level in a basic dialogue at
St. Patrick's concerning the layman's role in church work.
Also, that year, Dr, Bard Thompson, Protestant historian at
Drew University, addressed Holy Name members and guests at a
supner meseting.

In these later years up to the time of his appointmentas
pastor of the newly formed Corpus Christi narish in Chatham
Township in 1966, Reverend Stephen J. Patch had been the spir-
itual director of the Society.

F. A« Ghiselldi
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ST. PATRICK'S JUNIOR HOLY NAME SOCIETY

The Junior Holy Name Society was an adjunct of the regular
ment's Society. Its nurpose was to interest young boys starting
at around nine and ten years of age and prepare them for later
graduation into the men's socilety., Under the direction of Rev.
William Keyes, its first president was Lawrence McCormack and he
says the junior organization started in about 1915 and lasted
until about 192} or 1925, There is an existing photograph dated
1915 showing a group of thirty-nine boys and Father Keyes with a
banner reading Junior Holy Name Society - Chatham. Each boy is
holding a pennant. Undoubtedly, the boys participated in the
same 1915 annual parade and rally as the men shown in relating

photographs and described heretofore,

. A, Ghiselli




Ad
CATHOLIC BOYS CLUB OF CHATHAM

The Catholic Boys Club of Chatham was for young men from
sixteen to twenty-one and was primarily an athletic and social
organization. Chatham was too small to support a Y.M.C.A. so
the Catholic Boys Cludb filled the need of young men to partici-
pate together in sports activities. It was probably in 1922
that Carl A. Henrich, just a year or two oub of High School,
founded the club with the cooperation of Rev. R. A. Mahoney.
It was in baseball that the club made its greatest conbribu~
tion. Baskethall held secondary interest during the indoor
season.

Presidents of the club were Carl A. Henrich, Robert J.
Bradshaw, Arthur A. Thomas and possibly others.

In 1925 or 1926, president Bradshaw, on the occasion
of the fourth anniversary, presented Father Mahoney with a
check for $50.00 toward the new school fund of St. Patrick!'s.
Father Mahoney, in thanking the Club, also expressed his deep
aoppreciation to other ministers in town for their gratifying
cooperation. Charter members included Carl A, Henrich,
Martin Callahan, Arthur Thomas, Robert Bradshaw and John Con-
lon. On the fourth anniversary there were twenty~six active
members in the Club.

The membe;s were regular marchers in the annual Chatham

Independence Day parade.

. A. Ghiselli

April 9, 1967
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Adolph A. Bohrman
Lawrence McCormack
Fuoene Sacco

Mrs. Anna Ryvan
John Spencer

John J. McCormack
Terrence Me(thee
Clement Hipkins

T+ Norman Bradshaw
Frank Mclugh

Carl A. Henrich




Autoblography

Frank A. Ghiselll
Born: Chicago, Ill. Feb. 25, 1915

Parents: Frank Ghiselli and Palmira Zel Ghiselll, both
born in €hidago, Ill.

Education: B.S. Electrical Engineering, University of
Illinols, grammar and high schools in Chicago

Wifes Betty Cline Ghiselli

Wife's Parentst Frederick Landes and Lillian Landes

Children:

Mrs. Larry Rodewald(Palmira Anne) and Frank Anthony, Dana
Winifred, Julie Marie, John Joseph and Joseph Thomas

Memberships: Civil Service Employees Assoclation, New York

State
Registered Professional Engineer, Statecof
Illinois

A5

Frabephity Eta Kappa Nu, Electrical Engineering

Honor

ary
Third(secular)Order of Discalced Carmelites

Fair Housing Committee of the Chathams

Chatham Interfaith Committee

Holy Name Society , St. PatricK' s Church,
Chatham,N.J.

4 Lafayette Place F. A. Ghiselli




PAROKLLS COUNULL #2086
Knights of Columbus
Chatklam, N' (Tu

April 27, 1963

Chatham Historical Soclety
Chatham, . J,

Gentlemans

Bnelosed 1n a letter which sets forth the accomplish-
ments of Parcells Council, Knishts of Columbus,. This is submitted
ag ony contviburbion fo your oot Tor pohordial on the various
organizations in Chatham Boroush. Since our organizotion
covers a mach broader scope than Challuunr 1t stands to reason
that the attached materinal also includes commentary on our
Council's National activitiles.

You have permission to wuse the enclosed information in
any suitable manner. We regret thb our letter is single spaced
rather th-n double spaced, but your instructions were receiver

too late.
e

Yog;%:féﬁy“ﬁ' 1y .
i CNA R A, AN S A v 0r

Frederick . Sunoi
Chairman of Committee

o

Please address communications
related to the attached Lo
fréderick H., Suwnma
13 Duchanp Place
Chavtham, W. T,




AT

HIswoRrY Op PARGELLES COUNGLIL #2086
Knights of Columbus

Introduction

Parcells Council, in the Borough ot Chatham, named alter
Percy Parcells who was the fixrst Catholic Chathamite killed in the
tirst World War, receilved its charter fxrom the Order of the Knights
of Columbus on February 20, 1920. This culminated a long, hard organ-
izational drive, spearheaded by the late Patrick J. Cofiey. Parcells
Council started with 45 charter members, who elected Patrick J. Cottey
as 1%s first Grand Knight, which is the presiding oftice oif a Knights
of Columbus Council.

Early History of Parcells Council

As was the case with many other organizations during the
post-war years of the 1920's and the depression years ol the 1930's,
Parcell Council's existence was hanging by a thread after its early
enthusiastic acceptance. Interest seemed to wane, membership was
not growing, and more Iimportant money became tight. Only the zealous
leadership exemplified by the sponsors ot Parcells Council bonded
the organization. There was an appalling lack of money in the treasury,
and bills were actually pald out of the personsl Ifunds ol its more
devoted and dedicated members. The sacrifices made by the early leaders
of’ Parcells Council enabled it to survive, and today it boasts ol a
membership of 180, with a reasonably substantial bank balance, and
money available for the ultimste erec?}on ot its own building, This
apparent prosperity may be attributed,lts leadership proritving by
the splrit of its early leaders who sought to perpetuate the organ-
ization. A worthy example is charter member Joseph A. McNany, who,
b ecause of circumstances,assumed the responsibilitles of the pre-
siding oftfice on five different occasions in the past,

0f the original 45 charter members only six survive. These
&¥e ¢Bdward. A. Bradshaw, P. Lawrence McCormack, Carmine DeSantis, John
J. Meuten, Joseph A. McNany, and John J. Spencer.

Parcells Council is a National Organization

It is not conceivable to isolate Parcells Council as an
organization whose activities are contined solely to the Borough ot
ot Chatham, and its vicinity. As an atrriliate of the Order of the
Knights of Columbus, Parcells Council becomes involved in activities
that are national in scope. In fact, it has even contributed to in-
ternational activities. It is incumbent, thereiore, to cite the con-
tributions of Parcells Council on a much broader scale than merely
to contine it to local influence. Because ol its national atriliation
it is also expedient to give a capsule description of the Order of the
Knights of Columbus, which is accomplished in a subsequent paragraph.

Degcription of Knights of Columbus

A Catholic priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, curate ot a
Church in New Haven, Connecticut, and several of his parishioners were
granted a charter by the General Assembly of Connecticut on March 28,
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1882, authorizing them to form a fraternal insurance organization
t 0o be known as the Knights of Columbus. The Ofder was dedicated
to the highest principles of charity,unity, fraternity, and pat-
riotism. In add_ition, the insurance feature provided protection
to member Catholic families in the event ot death.

In the ensuing years, the Order expanded rapidly and many
Councils have been established all over the world. The contributbtions
made by the Knights of Columbus to socilety in the world are well
known, some of which will be described subsequently.

Other Affiligtions of Parcells Council

In addition to the National organization, there is a State
Order of the Knights of Columbus to which Parcells Council contributes,
and also, it is affiliated with about 14 other Councils in an or-
genization ¥mown as New Jersey Chapter #L. The latter organization
was formed to dispense help to needy and sick members of any of the
participating Councils. Also, a scholarship fund has been establish-
ed which provides for an annual four year course abt St. Peter's Col-
lege in Jersey City. This scholarship is available to eligible
members and their sons, subject to gualification in a competitihve
examination, which is held each yeaxr.

A number of Chatham families have benefited from aild given
by Parcells Council through New Jexrsey Chapter #1 in times of illness
or stress. Also, a few of the youth of Chatham have qualified under
t he scholarship provision, and as a result, have attended St. Peter's
College.

Membership Qualifications

Membership in any Knights of Columbus Councill is restrict-
ed to Catholic gentlemen in good standing with the Roman Catholic
Church, with the additional qualification of possessing good char-
acter and integrity. Needless to state, Parcells Council screens
its applicants for membership very carefully in order to comply
with the established membership qualilications ol the Order. No
class distinction is made so long as its potential members possess
t he necessary qualifications. As a result, Parcells Council num-
bers among its membership officials and executives of large and small
companies, as well as chauffeurs, mechanics, governmental and munic-
ipal employees, clerks, and so forth. PRecause of the high standards
established for admittance into its ranks, Parcells Council prides
itselt on the calibre of its membership, which ranks without parsl-
%el w@ih the foremost citizens in the communities served by the

QuUNCLL

Contriibutions to Society Made by the Knights of Columbus

Parcells Council as a member of the Order of the Knights
of Columbus is assessed a pro-rata amount based on its membership
which funds are used by the Order for the good of mankind. Because
of the assessment, Parcells Council can be credited in part for the
following contributions made by the National Ordex:

1. Lent approximately $350,000,000 to Gatholic Churches and
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institutions

2. Established a scholarship at Catholic University at Washing-
ton for graduate fellowship

%. Bstablished a trust fund of $1,000,000 for children of mem-
bers killed or disabled in service of this country

4. Provides education and homes for Catholic orphans; endows
hospital beds; and maintains unemployment bureaus for members

5. Performed relief work during the Kansas flood, the Chelsea
fire, t he Ohio flood, the Halifax disaster, and other relief work
of a similar nature

6. Sponsors educational programs emphasizing the basic principles
of patriotism

7. Made a total expenditure of $8,68%,000 to defray the expense
of 150 evening schools, 403 college scholarships, and a correspon-
dence school in which there was an enrollment of about 126,000
world war veterans

Contributions by Parcells Council

In spite of the rough sledding experienced by Parcells
Council in its infancy, its charter members can justly boast ol
many meritorious deeds. For example, 1ts members were assessed
specifically for the cost of presentation of a statute of Lafayette
to Prance, and it conbributedfor a statute of Christopher Columbus
to Spain. In the entextainment f£leld it staged a successiul min-
strel show in Maplewood. From a charitable standpoint, during the
summer of 1923, 10 needy boys wexre sent to the Knishts ol Colwmbus
camp at Culver Lake, N. J. at the expense of Parcells Council.

In later years Parcells Council continued to follow the
example set by its early leaders. In 1944, gifts were provided for
the children of all service men of Chatham. In addition, Parcells
Council has distributed locally food and money to needy people re~
gardless of religion or creed,supplementing the charitable work
performed by Parcells Council throuzh Hew Jersey Chapter #L. A
more recent activity is the purchase and sale of Christmas trees,
the proceeds of which are donated to St. Patricks Church.

Youth and Adult Programs

One of the principle objectives of Parcells Council is the
sponsoring of youth movements. In this respect it assists in
coaching a church basketball team representing St. Patrick's Church
C.Y.0. While it does not sponsor any baseball teams, it does coop-
erate in such programs by stimulating interest among its members
t 0 participate individually with organisabtions who do operate
Little League and similar activities for older boys. Parcells
Council also organized a boy scout movement for St. Patrick's
Church in 1950,

One of the more notable achievements of Parcells Council
is the staging of an annual Christmas party at which children
recelve gifts, and at which soda and snacks are dispensed Lo the
children of the viecinity of Chatham.
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For adults, Parcells Council Iiclded a soit ball team
in a Borough league some years ago. However, the league did not
survive for the reason that interest among all partilcipants waned,
Parcells Couwacil sbaads ready to contribute itz support to any
movement which would organize such league and to resurrect the
enthusiasm thot originally prevailed. In othexr competitive sports
Parcells Council has been successful in sponsoring a bowling team
which has performed satisfactorily in a fown leasie having won o
championship on several occasions,

Socially Parcells Council has earned an enviable reputation.
For many years it has sponsored dances and dinner-dances which have
been the high-light in the local social scene. Dances have been held
at the Spring Brook Country Club, the now defunct Flagship night-
club, the Mounr lTowers in Cedar Grove, the Racquet Club in Short Hills,
th e Forum Club in Madison, the Fish and Game Club, and at many
other notable locations.

Froternal and Spirvitual Activities

Parcells Council, as a Catholic organization, has many
programs designed to promote religious activitbty, and to contribute
to the welfare of the Catholic Church. To this end 1t coopervaten
with 8t. Patricl:'s Cuueeh Lt active participation in Church afiairs,
organizes annual Communion Breakfasts, and assists in any programs
which has the .aim to raise funds for worthy projects.

Fron o fraternal standpoint, Parcells Council has estab-
lished a national reputation Xmxxkkhe Ffor the capabilities of its
degree teams. Throughout the years, the efficiency of the desgrec
teams has not deteriorated although older members of the teans
were congbtontly belny replaced with younger and newer members.
Undoubtedly, the members of yesteryear have set an example which
has challenged the talents ol the newer members. In fact, the de-
gree teams have entered many State competitive contests and in many
instances won the highest honors. Parcells Council's degree beams
have traveled in many parts of the State, initiating candidates in
Somerville, Fort Lee, Lakewood, Manasquan, Bernardsville, ILiaden,
Elizabeth, Morristown, Rahway, Roselle, and in many other towns.
Actually one of Parcells Councils teams traveled to Virginia to
indoctrinate & Council.

lany of the past presiding officers have occupled appointive
offices in the State Council. It should be stated, howevever, that
th e late Patrick J. Coftey was the first of its members to become
an officer of the State Council.

Conclusion

Parcells Council is dedicated to continue its worl foir
country, and rlor Church, For the welfare of its members and the
community, and whatever charitable work may be necesgsary for the
benefit of mankind.



AUTOBIOZRAPHY OF FREDERICK H. SUMMA

I was born in Hoboken and recelived my primary educa-
tion in Hoboken Schools. Subsequently earned an accounting de-
oree from Pace and Pace (now Pace Institute) and then graduated
from New York University. Graduate courses were also taken at
Fairleigh Dickenson University. My original employment was with
a New York Stock Exchange brokerage firm, but resigned in 192l
to take a position with Public Service Electric and Gas Company
in Hoboken. Subsequent promotions placed me on the staff of the
Vice-President and Comptroller in Newark where I am responsible
for studying new accounting procedures and installing new sys-
tems relating to accounting.

I was married to the former Ann Segers of Hoboken in
1931 and moved to Chatham in 1941 where I had a house built on

13 Duchamp Place, my present residence. I have a son, Frederick

Jr. and also a daughter, Joanne, born in 1942 and 194l respectively.

Business-wise, I am a member of the Systems and Pro-
cedures Association, Northern New Jersey Chapter, and am on the
Purchasing and Stores Committee of the Edison Electric Institute,
an association of Electric Utilities Companies.

Fraternally and socially, I am a member of the Holy
Name Society of St. Patrick's Church, Chatham and am a Past Grand
Knight of Parcells Council, Knights of Columbus, Chatham. I also
am a charter member of the Monsignor John J. Sheerin General
Assembly, Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus, in Morristown. As
an officer of Parcells Council, I have traveled over the State
instituting new Councils and participating in various phases of

degree work.

Sl



As a hobby, in 1951 and 1952, I lllim QWW"
ization of a Little League (Baseball) for boys m%-n 2,7 I
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ident of the Chatham Baseball Club, the apmiw &maﬂi@n
for the Little ww% directed the raising of m abo outfit

_ %%mm Little mm’

f%?a Gt = o a’,ﬂ?

activitiua Ib W‘B now I e@niw myself
1grim gos to mﬂa»mﬁ hmz in warmer



FREDERICK H, SuMMA

1 e
S P RS
WA e

RESIDENCE oF Mr. 2 MRs.
13 DucHAMP PLACE

SUMMA

53

P S



By Mr. Edward Reitter
HISTORY OF THE LEGION OF MARY

ST. PATRICK'S PARISH, CHATHAM

The Legion of Mary is an active part of the lay
apostolate of the Church. They assist the parish priests
in social service and Catholic action. Along with caring
for the needs of their fellow parishoners, they engage in
evangelic and ecumenical activities.

The object of the Legion of Mary is the sanctifica-
tion of its members by prayer and active cooperation, under
ecclesiastical guidance, in the work of the Church.

The external aims of the Legion are:

(1) making of its members holy through
apostalic work

(2) perfection of the community in which
they live.

The praesidium meets weekly in a meeting combining
business (reports of work done that week and plans for
next weeks work), prayer and devotion. BEverything discussed

at the meetings is held in secret by its members.
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Our Lady of Knock Praesidium (Member of the Paterson Curia)

Legion of Mary
St. Patrick Church
Chatham, N. J.
Tirst meeting:

Started by -

Presidents:

Spiritual Director:

Types of Work:

December 2, 1963
Our Lady Help of Christians Praesidium
Madison, N. J.
% Rev. Fr. Wm. McCarthy of St. Patrick's
Mrs. Axelina Porter
Dec. 1963 - Oct. 1964
Mrs. J. H. Lippincott
Octe 196l - Aug. 1965
Gregory K. Wilson
Aug. 1965 - March 1966
Tony Ghiselli
March 1966 - Aug. 1966
Ed Reitter
Aug. 1966 - Present
Rev. Fr. Vimncent MoCluskey
Visitation of -~ Sick
Shut-ins
Newcomers (all new~
comers, Catholic and
Protestant)
Census
Follow-up work on Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine school absentees

Follow=-up work on census
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Church pamphlet rack
Membership (at present):
7 active members
60 auxilliary members (oraying members)
Other Officers (at present):
Vice President - Miss Olive Moffat
Secretary - Mrs. E. Fitzgerald

Treasurer -~ Mrs. Emile Blake

Ed Reitter
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By Mrs. Vincent Dcoley
37

The Chatham Chapter of the Mallinchkredt Anxiliary was
formed in 1961 bv the paronts of aspirants from St. Patrick's
parish studyving at the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Christian
Charitv, Mendham, N.,J,

This proup, along with Mra pdward Pitzgerald, works actively
raise funds for the Auxiliary whose annual goal of $10,000 is
used te parchase library and school supplies for Tmmaculate
High School and Assumption Collepe for Sisters. The Chatham
Chapter has donated approximately $2000, and beginning in 1967
has pledged a venrly gift of 4500 for a apecifie library project,
Additional funds raising activities are conducted by this group
at the annual bazanr at Mallinkerodt on Memorial Day, the Country

Auetion in the Fall and a weorly roffle,

Betty Dooley



Ann Elizabeth Dooley

Father: Jonathan Rush - Mother: Ann Kennedy

Birthplace:
Education:

Philadelphia, Pa.
Graduated from Atlantic City, N. J. High School

and New Jersey College of Commerce

Married to Vincent A. Dooley, son of Charles E, and

Elizabeth L. Dooley (nee Kelly)

Children: Elizabeth, Gerald, Kevin, Colleen

Business: Housewife and secretary (CIBA-GEIGY)

Memberships:

Member of St. Ratrick Church, Rosary Society,
Mallinckrodt Auxiliary, Minisink Club

e e ™ e P S e e i

150 N. Hillside Avenue Mrs. Vincent Deeley
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By Mrs. Jumes Joyce

HISTORY OF MOTIRS GUILILD

ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH, CHATHAM

In September, 19,0, a Parent-Teacner Assoclation was formed
under the direction of [r. Crone. Its first President was
Mrs. M. J. O'Connor; Vice-President, Mrs. Hugh Garland;
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. E. Ryan.

From this associatlon, the organization known as
St. Patrick!s Mothers' Guild was begun in 194l under the
direction of Fr. Dempseys

The purpose of the guild is two~fold. First, to act
as a laision between the Bisters of Christian Charity and
the mothers of the school children and to arrange benefits
to help finance some of the material needs of the school,

When Mothers! Guild was started, there were only
thirty members, but with the increased number of students,
the membership is now over two hundred.

Members volunteer to act as Class lothers. The Class
Mothers arrange field trips, make phone calls pertalning to
school activities and act as hostesses at Mothers' Guild
meetings.

The school library was established with the help of
Mothers! Guild members.

Mothers volunteer to supervise lunch periods and
oversee the activities in the playground.

Children are taken by members to Dr. Benz, a local
physician, for required physical examinations each year.
Dr. Benz has been doing this since 1955 and all the mem-

bers sincerely apvreclate his generosity.

59



-2 -

Bicycle tests, which are given yearly in conjunction with
the local police, are arranged by the members.

A used uniform exchange is held in the fall and an
exchange of boys First Communion suits is held prior to

First Communion.

In the past, Bazaars, Cake Sales, Merchandise Clubs,

Strawberry Festivals and Bridge Groups were some of the
functions used to obtain funds for the school.

At present, the major money-making projects are the
Christmas Card Sale, Bake Sale, White Elephant Sale and
Spaghetti Supner. Proceeds from these affairs are used
to buy books for the library, visual aids for the class-
rooms and playground equipment. Trading Stamps are col-
lected which are used to obtain some of the other needs
of the organization and school.

Every year, a donation is sent to the (xirl Scoutbs
for a partial campership.

A Spring Style Show and Luncheon is held annmually.
This is held jointly with the Rosary-Altar Society.

The Guild also has a Sunshine Fund which sends
small gifts to sick school children and members.

There are three standing committees- Publicity,
Program and Hospiﬁality. The Publicity Chairman noti-
fies the local newspaper and church and school bulletins
of forthcoming events. The Program Chairman arranges
the programs for the monthly meetings. The Hospitality
Chairman welcomes new members and greets guests attend-

ing the meetings.
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The present moderator is the Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J,
Shanley.
St. Patrick!s Mothers! (uild celebrated its twen-

tieth anniversary in May, 1965.

D. Joyce

6/



P.T.A.
19hk
19Uh~53

1953-5L
195455
195556
1956~57
1957-58
195859
1959-60
196061
196162
1962-63
19636l
1964~65
1965-66
1966~67
1967-68

-l - 62

ST. PATRICX'S MOTHERS! GUILD OFFICERS

President. V. President Secretary Treasurer
Mrs. Mo J. O'Connor ~ Mrs. H. Garland - Mrs. M. J. Ryan

Mrs. M. A. Klase - E. Kraus, M. Marphy, R. Lippincott,
R. Weber, V. Siergiej, J. Oskins,
R. Valgenti. These women served
with Mrs. Klase during her years.

Mrs. He Worman ~ Mrs. M. Tyrone - Mrs. B. Scales

I. Reitter R. Malone E. Scales L. Kula

V. Siergiej E. Danneberg V. Monaghan R. MeGrath

R. Harter E. Kelly K. Hartelius Je Goward
M. Empert J. Albright R. Tilley K. Rittweger
P. Duffy J. Albright Fe Dyer M. Carson
L. Wetzel R. Corcoran Ne Phelan M, Bischoff
C. Ring W. Reilley L. Qleaxr D. Tentile
M. Padovano J+ MeCall M. Pinks Be Morrison
Jo McCall P. Manning M. Allocco R. Jayne
B. Riley J. Erbin M. McDonough A. Baklarz
N. Herud E. Danneberg S. Lewis P. Cotter
M. Allocco R. Tarleton J. Cruse S. Birofka
J« Cruse Cs Marconi D. Joyce R. O!Brisn
M. Kane B. 8acco M. Heimrich Je Grimm



ST. PATRICK'S MOTHERS GUILD

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 1966 - 19&7

= 7o
Sept. 1966

Balance -

3

i form Sale
ake Sale
g1 te Elephant

byle Show

iristmas Card Sale
'Tncome - 1966 - 1967
' Balance from 1966

FMilk Money Prefit

Balance on Hand

(6/30/67)

$ 85.00
7685
181.L5
257.36
2ot e
60.8%

10.00

L84 .00
10.00
2,223.84
3,504 .51
308563
3,613.12
152.46
3,765.58

2,887.63
$  877.95

N™NTORITROTTVYMO
DISBURSENMELTS

Sisters Feast Days
Stationery & Postage
Speaxers

Girl Scouts

Sisters of Christian Charity
Florist

Kitchen Eguipment
Spaghetti Supper Expenses
Chatham Bake Shop
Christmas Gifts

Other Gifts

Craduation Glfts

St. Patrick's School
Photostats

Total BExpenses

as of 6/30/67

Respectfully submitted,

Rita XK.
(6/30/6T)

O'Brien, Treasurer



By Mrs., Edward Milde

HISTORY OF THE ROSARY SOCIETY
ST, PATRICK'S PARISH, CHATHAM

The present Rosary Society was formed in Jamuary,
1942 by the Pastor, Father Dempsey with Mrs. Nadine Seeley
its first president. Prior to this, there had been a most
active Women's Auxilary which sponsored many successful
gocials. These helped to make improvements and meet. the

needs of a rapidly growing parish., A frame school, which

once gtood where the church now stands, and our present school

were only two of the projects which benefited from the Aux~
ilary's work.

The purpose of the Rosary Society is primarily spir-
ituals, It is a member of the Rosary Confraternity, one of
the oldest confraternities of the Catholic Chureh and
world wide« St. Patrick's society is also affiliated with
the National Council of Catholic Women. Many of its mem-
bers take an active part in the work of the Council in the
Diocese of Paterson.

On the first Sunday of each month, the 8:00 a.m. mass
is offered for living and deceased members of the soclety
and its members receive corporate commnion. Wednesday
following, a monthly business and social meeting is held.

Under the Rosary Society sponsorship, there are spec-
ial groups. Its Altar Guild members are permitted to attend
to the needs of the sanctuary each week. Since 1947, the
Cancer Dressing Group has been meeting on the second Tues-
day of the month. At present, ites sixteen members make as

many as 8 dozen cancer pads a day. Another sewing group

“:
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meets monthly also and makes bandages and hospital gowns
for the foreign missions. In 1966, an Adopt-A~Child
bridge was held to raise funds for the support of a young-
ster in the needy countries. This party will be an annual
affair of the soclety.

Many names familiar to Chathamites are among the or-
iginal presidents and committee heads. In 1943, Mrs.
Jogeph Comnell succeeded Mrs. Seeley as president to be
followed by Mrs. Joseph Connell, Mrs. G. T. Baldwin, Mrs.
E. H. Hatton, Mrs. James Murphy, to name a few. Monsignor
William Tooney followed Father Dempsey as moderator. The
society's present moderator is Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Shanley.
Credit for forming the sewing groups, which have worked so
faithfully through the years, goes to Mrs. Alice Dougher
and Mrs. Maryrose Spooner.

B, Milde
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HISTORY O STANLEY COUNGREGATICNAL CHURCH

By Eva Pareise Bates
(Mrs. Ralph Bates)

A pamphlet entitled "Historical Sketch eof Stunley
Congregational Church, Chatham, New Jersey" written by
Eva Pareis Bates was published in 1956 as a memorial te
Dr. Frederick H, ILum, Jr., and his wife Lynda Phillips
Lum. Mrs. Bates submitted this booklet as the first
rart of her hiastory of the church., It has not been
deemed advisable to micro-film this document, but it can
be found in the Historical Soclety files.
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Supplement to Church History written in 1956 as a memorial to
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Lum Jr. by Eva Parels Bates.

With addendum ceoverin j /"7«;3_«2/ 19¢d Jo MQ;LV /ef/c/

The pastorate of the Reverend Robert E. Merston was termineted March 16th
1960 when he accepted a call to Christ Congregational Church in Silver Spring,
Maryland. During this ministry Donald Buckey, a student at Drew Theological
Seminary, served as minister to youth. He resigned in June 1958 to study for
his doetorate at Yale Divinity School.

His place was filled in September 1958 by Orin Whiteker, a student at
Union Theological Seminary. Mr. Whitaker had worked as a commercial artist
for eight years before deciding to study for the ministry. He was very talented
in dramatice and encouraged the young people to write and produce an original
show each year. The proceeds from these performances went toward defraying
the expenses of their mid-winter stuwdy field trip. Mr. Whitaker was ordained
to the ministry in June 1960 and accepted a call to become the pastor of First
Congregational Church of Passaic in Jamuary, 1962.

Misg Roberta Keller began her duties as full time organist and choir-
director in Septenber 1957. Her studies at Julliard School of Music in New
York, and with Dr. Charlotte Garden, had prepared her for leadership in the
ministry of music. The music program included training and leading the five
choirs totaling 125 members -~ and the presentetion of oratorics and organ recitals.

The Reverend Robert lLeslie Meier was called to the pastorate of the church
on June 26, 1960 to begin his duties Septenmber first. His background was
interesting and unusual. With a B.8. degree in metallurgy he had worked for
three years for United Aircraft at Oek Ridge, Tennessee eand in East Hartford
before making the decision to enter the ministry. He received his Bachelor
of Divinity degree from Hartford Theologicel Seminary and was ordeined in
Connecticut., After serving in The Lordship Church in Stratford for nearly five
years he became associate minister in The First Church of Christ (Congregational)
in West Hartford where he had been since 1958. He has proved to be a gifted
preacher, building up church attendance for two identical services each Sunday
to an all time high. His helpfulness as wise counselor and courageous communibty
leader reflect the sincerity of his preaching.

One significant spiritual development in his ministry has been the formation
of several small study groups, meeting in the homes, reminiscent of the
beginnings of the early Christian Church, Stimulated by study and discussion
Dr. and Mrs, Richard Rlesz decided to go as missionaries to the American College
in Madural, India, and Mr. Frank Dormen, a teacher of Spanish at Pingry School
in Elizsbeth, New Jersey has declided to study for the ministry.

An Adult 8School of Christisn Feith and Life is held twice a year - in the
sutumn and during Ient, conducted by trained leaders and offering courses in
- various aspects of Christianity,

Acting upon its faith in Jesus' teachings of brotherhood, the church took
a significant spiritual step forward when in 1962 it admitted 3 Negro families
to menmbership and active participation in church school teaching and the choirs,
Mr. snd Mrs, Freddie Brown, Miss Jespnette Brown, Mr. and Mrs, William Powers and
Dr. Arganey ILucas Joined our fellowship. We became the first integrated church
in ‘the history of Chathem.

In July 1962 the Reverend Robert A. Heavilin was called to become full
time associate minister, with emphasis on youth activities and Christien education.
With an A.B, degree in English from the University of Chicago, he had also earned



72
2.

& teacher's certificate from Montclalr State College, and had taught two years
in the Verona High School. He then decided to enter the ministry and in June
1962 received his S.T.B. degree from Boston University School of Theology.
During his Boston days he had served two churches as Youth Director.

With an ever expandlng church progrem the need of adequate church school
facilities had been keenly felt. A vigorous bullding campailgn wes launched
in January 1962 end ground broken for the new bullding in the fall of the same
year. The connecting structure will have an eighty seat chapel with an attractive
glass front, The new two story educational bullding is designed for kindergarten
and nurseries on the first floor and thirteen classrooms on the second floor.
Architect's drawing attached.

An interesting and informative Stanley News Letter is mailed to each
member of the congregation monthly. And to all students eway at college.
See samples included in folder, Tape recordings of the sermons are taken to
homes of shut~ins ~-- and mimeographed coples of all sermons are always available
at the church office. Open daily from nine to four, the office keeps in constant
touch with the two ministers who are at all times available for counseling

or slek calls,

The church has sent five of its wembers into the Christian ministry and
Mission Fleld. And, as of May 1963 two others are in training.

The Reverend John Hatt, son of William and Beryl Hett, was ordained to
the Christian Ministry by The Essex Association of Ministers and Churches in
1936. As of this writing - May 1963 he is pastor of The Presbyterian Church
in Kings Ferry, New York.

Joan Bates Forsberg, deughter of Ralph and Eva Bates, received her B.D. degree
from Yale Divinity School June 1953 and was ordained in the Stanley Congregational
Church January 31, 1954, Together with her husband, the Rev. Robert Forsberg,
she assists in the work of The Wider City Parish of New Haven, Connecticut, a
group ministry serving the needs of Negroes and Puerto Ricans in & problem area

of the e:}.ty.

Mrs. Paul Nibon, (Jean Boniface), daughter of Berkeley and Frances Boniface
wag commissioned in July 1955 to teach English in the Academy for Girls in
Scutari, Turkey. Married to Mxr. Paul Nilson of The American Bible Society she
&nd her feamily witness through a Christian home in Istanbul to the redeeming

yower o:[? the Gospel.

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Riesz were commissioned as misslioneries to Indla in
The Stanley Church May 20, 1962. Dr. Riesz, son of Robert and Alice Riesz,
wlll set up a department of Physics in the American College, Madural, India.
Mrs, Riesz is the daughter of Mrs. Christine Gederberg, Dr. Riesz had been a
research engineer with the Bell Laboratories in Murray Hill, New Jersey before
deciding to witness for Christ through teaching in India,

Allan Ross, son of Richmond and Arline Ross, is & third year student at
Duke University School of Theology.

Mr, Frank Dorman, graduate of Princeton University - and a teacher of
Spanish at Plngry School in Elizabeth has decided to study for the Christian
ministry and 1s enrolled at Drew Theological Seminary. So through its lay and

ggeiﬁgs%ggg% g.gagggslc%g thgtgrtgg&eghgo%i&etmnal Church strives to minister



Its founder, Mr. George Shep"‘r‘i‘érd Page, with his strong missionary purpose
tried with love and great evangelical zeal to serve his community when he
established the Sunday School on The Hill August 5, 1867. Its location has changed
to Fairmount Avenue, and the bulldings and congregaetion grown beyond anything he
wight have dreamed. But the emphasis on Christian witness remains the same.
The new Educational Building rising on Fairmount Avenue (srchitect's sketch y
attached) will carryon in the tradition of the Founder.

#* * % * *

May 1963 to May 1967

In June 1964 the Reverend Robert Meier most unexpectedly and to the deep
sorrow of his congregation announced his acceptance of a call to The Maple Street
Congregational Church of Danvers, Massachusetts, a large city church. Mr. Meier
wvas one who belleved fervently that the church must ever be vital and relevant
to the needs of the day, and the clty seemed to present a greater challenge
at this time, So his wvigorous, courageous and frultful ministry in Chetham came
to an untimely end. The stand teken early for integration had made Stanley a
crusading church but, needless to say, in an all white community there had been
ceriticism and dissent. But in the church there was genulne dedication, warm
enthusiasm, and a Living Spirit. While a pastoral Selection Committee searched

- for a year to find a replacement the Senior deacon, Mr. Walter Halfman, assumed
the respongibility for lay leasdership and dild an outstanding pilece of work.
The Staff was as follows:

The preaching -~ and indeed we were fortunate, was done by Dr. George
Vincent -~ long time popular minister of The Congregational Church of Upper
Montelair - and considered the Dean of New Jersey Congregational ministers.

His great wealth of experience, his Oxford training -~ and his ease in preaching
assured us full congregations. In addition he loved people and in the year came
to recognize every person who waited in line to sheke his hand.

The pastorsl calling was assumed by Mr. Frank Dorman, second year student at
Drew Theological Seminary. As Frank had been a menmber of the congregation he
was femiliar with the membership -~ & great help., Faithful end understanding he
met the needs of the days more than adequately, ,

. Aggistant pastor for Youth was the Reverend James Carse, a doctoral candidate

at Drew Theological School., A graduate of The Yale Divinity School he had served

as wailversity pastor et the University of Cerolina, and later at the University

of Connecticut. A former football player at Northwestern - he stood well over

gix feet and had a brilliant mind to match the look of physical fitness. Wittty

conversationalist, easy preacher, good friend to youth he was naturally extremely o
popular. His wife, Alice, added her beautiful voice to the choir, so together

they served the church exceedingly well. At the end of 1966 when he resigned to

become Professor of Religion at New York University he was sorely missed by all sges.

* _ OQur orgenist, Jon Balley -- serving September 196k to June 1966 - was another
quite unusual person. A graduate of Northwestern University -~ and a brilliant
organist he too enrolled at Drew and graduated as a minister in the Methodist
Denomination, His main interest would elways be music but he wanted the theological
training also. . On the few occasions when we heard him preach we were amazed by

hie versatility. He was populer with all agee and the choirs never more

enthusiastically attended., With these three Drew students each doi h a
outstanding Job in his £leld we had sn unbeatable combinations o ool o
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The Church School was happy in 1ts new and well equipped buildings. The able
superintendent Mrs. Miriem Ross reported a membership of %17 children with f£ifty
teachers, The Church School meets during both Church sesslons. Along with the
change to new classrooms came the change to the New United Church Curriculum,
avallable for the first time this £8ll, There is a two year cycle. 'The Library
in the new building 1s another great hlessing ~ serving the congregation as well
a8 the children. This is availsble at all times to any one interested. Mrs,
Doris Nubel serves as librarian,

The Fair Housing Committee of the Chathams indirectly got its start. in the
Stanley Congregational Church. One of our deacons, Mr. William McCulloch, contacted
several other members of the Community and discussed the ildea in June, 1962.

The first meeting was held in our church. Gradually the other churches responded
to the opportunity and now the meetings are held in all the Chatham churches. But
a8 of this writing, June 1%[ , ours 1ls the only church which 1s integrated.

On September 1, 1965 the Reverend Wesley Arthur Mallery of Winchester, Mass,
was called by the church to become lts senior minister. Mr. Mallery was born and
educated At Sherrill, New York, He recelved & bachelor of theology degree from
Gordon College, Boston, and bachelor of divinity degree from Yale Divinity School.
He was ordeined in 1940. He served a church in Peacé Dale, Rhode Island for three
years and wes nine years at Mansfield, Massachusetts. Then three years in Quincy,
Mass, Mr. Mallery has been the associate minister of the First Congregational Church
of Winchester, Massachusetts, the largest Congregational church in Massachusetts
since 1955, He had been responsible for duties with the Senior Forum, a unigue
youth program for teenagers. Mr. Mallery also carried full responsibility for the
pastoral work at the church in Winchester during a recent one year leave of
absence of the senior pastor.

"Mrs, Mallery 1s a graduate of Gordon college and went on to further study
at Andover Newton Theological School. A specialist in Christian educetion she has
served as librarian of the Winchester Public Library. The Mallerys have a son
and dawghter. John is doing graduate work at Yale in architecture. A daughter,
Susannah 1s married to Rev. Robert 0. Bradstreet, Brookside Congregational Church
in Manchester, New Hampshire. She was gradusted from the University of Rochester
and 18 a regilstered nurse,

The assisting staff remained the same during the year 1965 to June 1966, Then
the Reverend Frank Dorman accepted a call to North Congregational Church, North
Amherst, Mass, Dr., James Carse became professor of Religion at New York University
and Jon Balley left for Germany to study for a year. A delightful reception and
going away party was held for all three on a Sunday afternoon at the Parsonage -~ and
a gift check for each and the good wishes of all the congregation,

During the year a quite unusual Folk Song Worship service was given by the
young people - under the direction of Jon Bailey who also preached the sermon.
The young people sang Joyously - all the words committed to memory - and the
guitars were worshipful. The folk songs "Blowin in the Wind" and "Eve of Destruction"

were featured.

Another experiment in new forms of worship was held June 4, 1967 when a
comminion service prepared by The Commission of Worship of The United Church of
Christ was used. Contemporary English expression was used throughout, In keeping
with the contemporary nature of the language the music was chosen in the same idiom.
014 familiar hymn tunes were given very meaningful words, significant for the
thought of our day.
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The monthly News ILetter now has & more artistic format with Mr. Mallery as
editor, ‘A copy is attached. This is mailed to every member of the congregation
a8 18 our denominational magazine, "The United Church Herald."

Mr. Mallery, under the asuspices of The Women's Guild has been the leader of
e morning Bible study group ~ and also has an evening group discussing "What
We Believe."

By the fall of 1966 the reconstruction work on the church offices had been
completed. This had all been part of the Building plens when the new education
bullding was constructed. A generous gift of $2500. by the late Elmer R. Lum
in memory of his wife, Florence B. Lum, made 1t possible for the offices to have
completely new equipment, and furnishings. A small plague records the gift as
a memorial. Mr. Ium's family were smong the original members of the church.

¢+~ The Friendship Room became the proJject of The Women's Gulild which railsed
noney for new carpeting and furniture. The very active Arte Group purchesed
appropriate and very beautiful paintings for the Parish Hall aessenbly room.
Altogether the church plant seemed to be in fine condition.

Our new organist became Mrs. Allen Cathcart (Kathy). She had been graduated
from 8t. 0laf College in Northfield, Minnesota where she was a member of The St,
0laf Lutheran Choir under the direction of Olaf Christilansen. 8She received her
M.M., in plano from Northwestern University. Mrs, Cathcart studled opera coaching
under Boris Goldovsky at Oglebay Opera Institute. In 1965 she became musical
director of The Hartford Theatre in Bel Alr, Maryland for a summer season of
contemporary operas. Before coming to Stanley she served two Lutheran churches
in New York City. She is a member of the musical honor fraternity, Pi XKeppe Lanmbda.
She 1s married to Allen Cathcart who has appeared with numerous opera companies,
His repertoire consists of forty major baritone roles. On Sunday, May 28, 1967
they gave a Joint recitaml in our sanctuary.

Our new associate minister in the fall of 1967 was ‘the Rev. Edward Zimmerli,
e graduate of Union Theologlcal Seminary. Previous to his graduation in June, 19566
he had been a geologist serving part time in Venezuela -- then in New York with
an oll firm. He was ordained in our church in October, 1966 and became the leader
for youth work. However in a few months he became convinced the minlstry was
not right for him and he resigned to return to the business world with a bank
in New York City.

His work was taken over by the Reverend Pgul Rahmeier, a doctoral candidate
at Drew and a member with his family of our church. He had been chaplain at
Oberlin College before coming to Drew and leaves us in June 1967 to become the
chaplain at Dartmouth. The young people were heppy with his leadership.

For their Annual Spring Trip the Senior Pilgrim Fellowship travelled by bus

to Lick Branch, Kentucky. Each stayed in a local home and was assigned one or

two Jobs to do -~ painting, digging ditches, helping in the fields, helping care
for the children and helping around the grounds in general. Families with anyvhere
from nine to sixteen children were a novel experience for our Chatham youth.

They reported enthusiastically "that they were the friendliest people -~ and

all the children seemed to get along so well together." Apart from the work

the secreétary David Wood, reports that "there were hikes in the woods, hills,
lectures, picnles, fishing trips and discussion groups." We all want to go

back again." Eighteen young people and three counsellors made the trip.
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As part of the Ecumenical movement - so active at the present writing
throughout the country, The Community Interfaith Committee of the Chathams was
organized April 20, 1967, - the delegates from our church being Mrs. Williem
McCulloch with Walter Halfman as alternate and our pastor, Mr. Mallery.

Attached to these pages will be found a copy of THE STAR -~ a brochure
about the Work of The Wider City Parish to which our church has contributed
generously for fifteen years -~ because it 1is the work of Joan Bates Forsberg
who grew up in the church, and the brochure put out by The Every Member
Cenvass Committee in 1966,

Note frem Beek Committee: Mre. Bates included with hér manu-
geript an architect's drawing of the Fairmeunt Avenue
addition dated 1/3/62. ©She alse included a folder
concerning "Wider City Parish" located in New Haven,
Cennecticut,and administered by Robert and Jean Bates
Persberg. These articles will be found in the Historical
Seciety files,
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Mrs. Ralph P, Bates of 18 Edgehill Avenue, Chatham, N.J.. has
been an active member of The Stanley Congregational Church of

Chatham gince 1925,

Born in New York City as Eva May P areis she graduated from
Barnard Oollege in 1916 and received a Masters Degree In

English Literature in 1917. Served as Youth Worker and taught
English to business woman at‘the Lexington Avenue Y.W.C.A

for a year, Then taught English at Northfield Seminary in
Northfield , Mass. 1918 to 1920, Taught English in the Chatham
High 8chool from 1920 to 1925, Was a charter member of The Chatham
Community Players. Married Ralph F. Bates, Superintendent of

the P ublic Schools in July 1925,

Has been Chruch 8chool teacher, Church School superintendent for
twelve years, deaconess, Chairman of Worship for The Woman's
Guild of the Stanley Congregational Church and Educational
Chairmen for The Women's Aescciation of the Middle Atlantic

Conferance,

/
Has tWwo daughters: Mre, Herbert Lauterwasser, nee Barbara Bates=-
secroetary of the Stanley Congregational Church, And Mrs, Robert
Forsberg, neg Joan Bates~ an @rdained Congregmxtional Minlster

serving in The Wider City Parish of New Haven Oonn,.
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RESIDENCE OF MR.& MRS. RALPH F. BATES
|1& EDpeEHILL AVENUVE

PICTURE OF
MR. RaLPH BATES
MAY BE FOUND
IN FOLDER
BOGRAPHIES —
SeHOOL DUPERINTEN-
DENTS.

MRs. RaLPH (Eva PAREIS) BATES



MILY THANK OFFERING BOXES

- Boerd of Deacons has endorsed the use of
anlly Thank Offering Boxes" by our church

tbers. The boxes and explanatory inforn-

ion are evallable in the church entryways,
> Church Office, the Library, and at other
1tage spots.

le Family Thank Offering" is familisr to

e fariilies since Guild neobers have shared

it on occasion. The offering is described

"g gift of gratitude -~ over and above all

giving -~ a daily act throughout the

r -- a fanlly affair." The idea is that
Offering Box is placed at sone convenient

cprominent spot at home, and from tine to

e as occasion for special gratitude and

nksgiving arise, mewbers of the fanily

; speciel offerings in the box. "In the

e the act of Family Thank Offering can be-

e both o focus for fanily commitment and a

d of fellowship with the Church., It is &
in which all ages in the fanily group ney
rience the meaning of caring and sharing."

are invited to take a box home, read and
cuss the ledflet, "With Heart With Mind",

share ag you wish in the Fanlly Thank
ering during the coming year. It is plan-

to rectdve the offerings at the June 1968
vice of Holy Cormunion.

8 is a voluntary act. It is not meant to
pete with or take the place of any regular
port which we are now glving our church.

is .one more lnstrument by which we may all
rn to live gratefully and responsibly.

(RESTDE BEACH PARTY

Friday evening, June 9th, Fireside
Llowship will have a talent show and beach
rty in the parish hall, starting st T:15
h a lobster dinner. If anyone has sone
ch decor they would be willing to lend
the evening such as fish nets, lobster
8, shells, beach urbrellas or even a
illgésh" would you call Ellen Shelly,
-9 .

RCH DIRECTORY

les of the new church directory are

ilable in the church office,

TTSMS SCHEDULED

Sacrament of Baptism will be offered on

e 18 at 9:30 if there are parents who wigh
make arrangements with the Church Office.

2.

T7
SENIOR HIGH PIIGRIM FELIOWSHIP SPRING TRIP

The Senior High PF recently returned from
theilr annual spring trip, this year to Lick
Branch, Kentucky, after having an enjoyable
and meaningful experience, The trip was of
a work camp nature, where each weunber of the
group stayed in ‘the home of one of the resi-
dents. FEach femily provided beds, food, and
company for their guests.

Each person was assigned one or riore Jjobs to
do, generally at the home he or she was
staying. A few worked at places other than
"their" homes, such as one of the school-
houses, or on a water project. Jobs con-
slsted of the following type of things:
painting, digging ditches, helping in the
fields, helping cere for the children, and
helping around the house in general.

After the work was done for the day, we net
at the schoolhouse and had discussions of

the day's activities and listened to a
spesker. Discussions usually centered around
vhat each person liked best, or what exper-
ience was most unusual. Some seemed to llke
the farm life best, some liked the children
best, some liked the wmountain scenery best.
All of us very much enjoyed the people we
worked with.

Among our major activities, spart from our
work, were hikes in the hille, lectures,
plenics, fishing trips, wading in the creek,
and our discussion meetings. We all want
very uuch to go bhack,

David Wood

CHATHAM VACATION CHURCH SCHCOL

Chathan Vacation Church School will be

July 10-21, 9:30-11:30 A.M. at the Ogden
Memorial Presbyterian Church., Kindergar-
ten through Graede 6 children. Fee $2.00,

Enroll now. Registration forme are avail-
able in the church office., For further
information, phone Betty Wakeley, 635-9777
or Frances Jarvis, 635-8230.

JUNIOR HIGH FELLOWSHIP NOTES

Our Junior High Fellowship has voted to be
"Foster Parents" to & girl in the Philip-
pines for the next year. It will cost us
$180. and we will be having special projects
to help railse the woney.

Our new officers are Gary Bast, president;
Ted Moren, vice-president, and Connie Rankin,
secretary~treasurer,
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From the Minister's Desk:
Dear Friends:

A quotation I go back to time and agaln is
this one:

"Every man is g missionery now and
forever, for good or evil, whether
he inténds it or not. He may be a
blot, radiating his dark influence
oubward to the very circunference

of soclety; or he may be a blessing,
spreading benediction over the
length and breadth of the world;

but a blank he cannot be."

It was "a preacher" who said it, Thomas
Chalmers, But sometimes preachers do say
something helpful.

It is a sobering thought that we are “blots"
or "blessings" in practically everything we
do. How about "peace priority"? Is our

. thinking and spesking dark -~ full of hate,
vengeful, careless -- or is it open,
anguished, concerned? Blot or blessing?

And what sbout the racial ghettoes and their
unrest, "that poverty progran", strikes and
their disruptions, and & dozen other pressing
issues of our time? Meny of us would like
to think that we are "blanks", that there
isn't anything that we can really do either
by thinking or actlon, so how can we be
"blots" or blessings"?

It has to do with that "good or evil" that
Chalmers mentions. If you had to wear an
ID bracelet with soue kind of mark as to
which, you wanted to be identified with,
which Would it bet Only you can answer that
kind of question. '

If our lives bear an. identification, is i’c
to Christ? : . :

‘wAaia“ A

‘Church in Laguna Beach, California, and
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SPECIAL SERVICES PLANNED FOR JUNE 4 .

On June 4, we will celebrate our regular |
Comrmnion Sunday with a service designed .
to point to the times in which we live,
The United Church Commission on Worshilp
has published two settings of the Lord's
Day Service, the second of which utilizes
only nodern English, in an attempt to ex-
press the special neaning of the eucharis
tic service in conteuporary language.

Special effort has been nade to unite all
the parts of the June 4 service. The hymn
texts and the music have been chosen to
enphasize both the contemporary and the
cormunion aspects. Hymn authors are Herbe,
Beecher Hudnut, Philip E. Gregory, pastor
emeritus of Neighborhood Congregational

Robert A. Happel, pastor of St. Peter's
United Church of Christ, Amberst, Ohio.
The anthen is an apocryphal prayer of

penitence set by Jean Berger of the Univer
sity of Colorado., Mrs. Cathcart has compo
the choral responses.

Each meuber of the congregation will be
provided with a booklet with  which to
follow the service, which will include the
texts of the hymns. It is hoped that thi
speclal kind of service will provide a
revitalization to the faith of each worsh

v

WOMEN'S GUILD

The Women's Guild will have their last ne
ing of the season on June 7 at 1 o'clock
the church. A picnic lunch will be.serve
hopefully out-of-doors. A fun progranm is
being planned with nystery guests from th
other churches teking part in a "To Tell
Truth" program. The panel of judges will
Joen Cowdery, Harriet Larson, Helen Towns
and Kimney Winkelman. Plan to be with us
one to three. If you are not called, res

vations may be made with Helen Mallery at
e _ohinan



MMUNITY INTERFAITH COMMITTEE MAKES PLANS

Cormunity Interfaith Cormittee of the
thans has begun regular monthly meetings.
the planning stages for early fall is a
ies of meetings on four Sunday evenings
tering on the views which the wvarious
ches tske upon such things as Baptlsii,
runion, Seripture and Tradition. There
1d be presentations by the pastors of the
perating churches -- Protestant and Ronan
holic -~ to be followed by group discus-
1t under the leadership of lay people from

parishes, The meetings would, of course,
open to all interested persous.

special committees of CIC are now study-
their responsibilities and will be making
posals as to how the new organization can
1fil ite role in our community.

in as a reminder: our representatives to
are Mrs. William McCulloch with Walter
Halfman, alternate, and Mr. Mallery. They
@ld be happy to discuss the CIC with you.

THANKS TO PAUL RAHMEIER

the -Senior High Pilgrim Fellowship cones
the end of another season, our thanks go
Paul Rehmeiler who stepped into the vaceant
ot of TP advisor in the niddle of the winter
d has led our high school young people
rough a very interesting and helpful tine
ring these recent months.

Paul and his wife, Lynne, and their little
ren, leave us this summer our prayers and
st wishes go with them to their new hone

d work. on the cawpus of Dartmouth College
ere Paul. tekes up a chaplainey position,

IGREGATORS ELECT NEW OFFICERS

¢ current year of the Congregators came to
heppy conclusion with & cook~out indoors
esn't 1t been cold!) on May 26. Dot and
enn Thoupson, retiring presidents, intro-
ced the new officers., They are Jane and
n Roddmer, presidents; Peggy and GLl
ossman, vice~presidents; Alverne and Gene
ckner , secretary-treassurer; and Helen and
ss Pratty, "bridge".

e Congregators thank all who helped make
elr Harmony Night a success. Proceeds

11l go dnto the Ministerisal Student Schol-
ship Fund, esteblished by the club.

3.
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FROM_THE_BOARD OF TRUSIEES:

The Trustees have received $313 from the
Woman's Guild, representing the proceeds of
a benefit bridge. The funds are to be ap-
plied toward reduction of the nortgoge.

Illness kept the contract painter from his
appointed rounds for a time, but at last it
can be reported that exterlor woodwork at
the parsonage has received its scheduled
coat of fresh paint.

The Trustees have accepted with regret the
resignation of Mrs. Lindsay Heman. A change
in business assignment has required the
Hamans to move to Easton, Pennsylvanla.

FROM OUR LIBRARY

BOOKS OF INTEREST TO MEN:
the Library Desk --

to be found on

"The Cost of Discipleship" by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer - Bonhoeffer urges men to be
disciples of Jesus in these days, to apply
Jesus' teachings literally 1ln personal and
civie life, no metter what the cost., In
Bonhoeffer's cagse 1t meant dally wartyrdon
and finally death in prison.

"Tife Together" by Dietrich Bonhoeffer - |
This mekes the falth of the sverage church-
goer seem a very pale shadow of what Christ-
ilanity was meant to be. It deals with
Christian communlty and the place of personal
devotions 1in the life of a Christian.

"The Christian as a Businesswman' by Harold
L. Johunson - Bridges the gulf between theory
as heard from the pulpit and the realities
encountered in the world of business.

"On-The~Job~Ethics" - @ pioneeri.ng enalysis
by men engaged in six major occupations.

"Social Responsibilities of the Business
Man" by Howard R. Bowen - Written 14 years
ago the ethical problems of econonic life
are as urgent today if not more so than in
1953.

"Christian Faith and My Job" by Alexander
Miller (An Assoclation Press Reflection Book)
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN JUNE?

Sunday, June 4%, at 7:00 P.M. there

will be s rally for all high school
young people of the Chathanm churches,
Protestant and Roman Catholic, It will
be held at Ogden Presbyterian Church.

The program of youth questions has been
worked out by representatives of all the
churches working togebther. This will be
the first ecumenical youth rally in which
all of the churches are taking part.

Kathy Cathcart will be on vacation part of
the wonth. Serving as organist on Sunday,
June 11 and 18 will be Dick Douglas.

Awong the baccalaureste services being
held are ‘those of the Chatham Borough and
Township High Schools, These services
are sponsored by the Clergy Association
for all the graduating students, their
parents and friends. Keep the date,

June 18 in mind: Township service at
%130, Borough Service at T:00.

The Annual Meeting of the Central Atlentic
Conference will be held at Hood College,

June 7-9. Mr. Mallery will attend. Berving
on the conference Lay Life and Work Committee
as chalrman is Mrs. Richard Haynes.

The annual dinner for the mevbers of our
choirs will be given by the Musgic Com~
nittee on Thursday, June 22, in the
Parish Hall,

Children's Day comes June 18 and will be
cbserved at the one service to be held that
day at 9:30 A.M.  Departments of the Church
School will lead the worship service, Bibles
will be presented to thoae who are completing
the -bhird-grade :

Sunday, June 25, congregations across our
land will observe the tenth anniversary
of the esteblishing of the United Church
of Christ, A special anniversary leaflet
will be distributed at services that day.

* * W*

SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY APPO INTMENTS ‘
At the spris spring meeting of the Association
Walter Halfmen was elected treasurer, Herb
Lautexwasser to the Stewardship Conmittee,
and Jim Ross to the Church and Ministry
Committee, Mr. Mallery continues on the

Church and Ministry Conmittee,

CALENDAR FOR JUNE

Regular Weekly Appointments

Sunday 9:30 Morning Worship
and Church School (Nsy. - 8th}
11:00
Tuesday: 10:00 A.M. Staff Meeting
Thursday: 8:00 P,M. Chancel Choir rehear
June
2 8:30 P.M. Discussion Group at Nichols'
3 6:00 P.M. Study Group B at Woods'
b noon-k FF picnic
3:45 P.M. Recital given by Nancy Krum
6:00 P.M, Junior High Fellowship picni
7:00 PM. Coubined Youth Rally at Pre
Church
6 8:00 P.M. All Boards weet in the chape
7 1:00 P.M. Woman's Guild Pienic :
9 T:15 P.M, Fireside Fellowship supper
22 7100 P,M, Cholr Dinner

*

* *

"ATONE WITH GOD"

When the way seems dark before me, give
grace to walk trustingly;

" When much 1s obscure to me, let me be al
the wmore faithful to the little thet
I can clearly see;

When the distant scene is clouded, let
rejoice that at least the next ste
is plain;

When what Thou art is most hidden from my
eyes, let me still hold fast to what
Thou dost command;

When insight falter, let obedience stand
firmg

What I lack in faith let me repay in love,

-~John Baillie

* * *

HOW ABOUT ATTENDING A RETREAT?

The Lay Life and Work Retreat will be held |
at Hood College, Frederick, Maryland, Frif
Saturday and Sundey, July 14-16. "Ethicsdf
the Cross roads" is the theme. ILeaders

include “our own' Joan Forsberg and Paul
Rehmeier. Cost is $18.50. If you are in
ested, please confer with the Church Qffi
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By YOU we mean YOU whoi

~ are members of StaEsz Churchi
- are closely affillated with the Church, but not members;
~ attend our services regularly or accasionally;
~ have children in the Church School or in the Pilgrim Fellowship;
~ look to our Church when in need of pastoral calling, counselling,
or assistance;
~ belong to our Guild, Fireside Fellowship, or Congregators;
- are members or associates, but who are now in college or the
armed services;
~ have been afflllated with us but now reside elsewhere and do
not have other affiliations.
All of YOU have a very personal "stake" in Stanley Church, whether your
£ . interest be great or small., YOU have a concern that it continues to render
STANLEY CHURCH service In this community. YOU have, or should have, a concern that it con-
tinues to extend its outreach in those areas of help to others where the
churches can function as no other body can,

W gp]-\ Al L
So much for the "YOU", What of A.N,LEY CHURCH ? Some of you know it well since

are in the middle of 1ts activities helping to make the wheels go 'round. Some of you knew it well, but have
gt touch with its daily life. Others of you know there is a church with a warm welcome on the corner of Fairmount
d Oliver, but know little more about it than that,

THIS BROCHURE will bring you up to date on the life of Stanley Church as seen through its financial programs
r 19 [
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THE TOTAL BUDGET INCREASE IS $9,950. The total of the proposed budgets for 1967 is $83,000, as opposed to the
isely estimated expenses for 1966 of $73,050; an increase of §9,950. The increase in our proposed Work & Worshlp

et (local church expenses) for 1967 over our estimated expenditures for 1966 is $6,350, The proposed Benevolence
iget (what we give to others) for 1967 exceeds the 1966 budget by $3,000.

SUMMARY OF THE WORK & WORSHIP BUDGET PROPOSED FOR 1967

Estimated Proposed
Budget 1966 1967

ltem Expenditures Budget
Mortgage Reduction and Interest $ 4,500 $ 9,500
Building Operation and Maintenance 15,100 16,000
Ministry 22,750 23,200
Program and Administration 9,100 g,ggo
Board of Christian Education 2,200 0
Total Work & Woxship EL"E__S‘Q m

- FIXED MORTGAGE OBLIGATIONS MUST BE PAID OUT OF CURRENT INCOME, We have three buildings: the church and parish
we; the parsonage; and our newest addition, the church school building. The church school bullding is one of
ifinest assets, It is safe, efficient, and well equipped, but because we did not raise enough money to fully
for 1t, we currently have a $78,250 mortgage outstanding. We must pay $9,500 in 1967 to cover the interest and
fice the mortgage in accordance with our mortgage contract. In 1966 there was a reserve fund which was used on
mortgage when our drive for funds fell short of its goal. In 1967 the 59,500 must all come out of current

ime; there is no reserve fund left to take it from.

WaeSTANLLY CHURCH

LI

oy



BUILDINGS MUST BE OPERATED AND MAINTAINED,
One of the largest budget items is for
building operation and maintenance, which
includes insurance, repairs, utilities,
fuel, and the salaries of the Sexton and
his assistants. This item has been raised
$900 this year. This is an area where we
must pay out what is needed. We must op-
erate our buildings. We must keep them in
repair., We cannot do without insurance.

CHURCH SCHOOL AND CHURCH PARSONAGE

A NEW ASSOCIATE MINISTER
COMPLETES OUR MINISTERIAL STAFF.

This is the first time in several
years that we find ourselves in what might
be called a normal" situation., In addite
ion to our Senior Minister, Rev, Wesley A.
Mallery, we now have & full time Associate
Minister, Rev. Edward J. Zimmerli, Jr. who
was recently ordained in our Church. The
budget for the "Ministry," which includes
the pastor's salaries and expenses and
the salary of our new Organist~Choir Dir-
ector, Mrs. Kathy Cathcart, has risen
only slightly to $23,200.

THE PROGRAM AND ADMINISTRATION
COSTS ARE SLIGHTLY HIGHER FOR 1967.

The $9,400 allocated to this area
covers, in addition to office salaries,
items of dally living such as telephone,
stationary, printing, postage, and music,
It also includes a small amount for pro-
gram development, which would provide
such things as the fees of special out-
side speakers. As every business man
and householder knows the cost of sup=-
plies not only increases as your activit-
les increase, but they keep going up
- relentlessly .year after. year... OQur..
budget must make allowances for these
factors.

NURSERY CLASS
MRS. ELLEN SHELLY

and MARY BETH, BLAUVELT

THE CHURCH STAFF

. : . g:‘?‘
MRS. McILLWAIN, MRS. LAUTER-
WASSER, REV. W. A. MALLERY
(Senior Minister), MRS, CATH-
CART, and MR. HARRIS_ (Sexton)

COMBINED GRADES V-VI
MRS. MARGARET ROUSH

THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION BUDGET IS MODEST,

Under recommended practice tod:
church school collection goes into t
regular church collection and the ch
assumes full responsibility for the
church school budget. Thils is the p
cedure we now follow. The operating
costs of our Church School -« which
exceed the collection -~ come out of
general Work & Worship budget. The
crease this year to $2,500 is a mode
one.

Despite its modest budget the
Church School is performing a splend
service to the community. It has a
modern building designed specificall
for classroom use and each class has
own room, equipped for its own age n
The program is based on the sc-calle
"new curriculum® of the United Chuxcl
Christ, Attached to the classroom
building is a small attractive chape
which is used for Church School wors!
services, !

THE PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP
IS _SUPPORTED BY THE CHURCH.

As in the case of the Church Sch
the Pilgrim Fellowship receives its f
ancial support directly from the Chur
The Associate Minister is responsible
for its program.

GRADE 1
MRS. FRANCES JARVIS



QUR BENEVOLENCE GIVING IS IN TWO PARTS.
The major part of our benevolence
giving is done through our Depomination-
al Missions organization and is official~
ly designated as "Qur Christian World
Mission," The mission program we set
up for ourselves and implement solely
through our own efforts we designate
as "Qur Direct Mission Effort," some-
times appropriately calling it our
"Second Mile" mission.

The Missions Council of our Church MT. SILINDA HOSPITAL

PARX AVE. CHRISTIAN CHURCH is responsible for keeping in touch RHODESIA, AFRICA
EAST ORANGE - NEWARK with our missions projects and in keep- (MARY DEWAR)
BORDER ing the congregation informed on mis-
sions.

SUMMARY OF THE BENEVOLENCE BUDGET PROPOSED FOR 1967

Proposed

Budget . oo 1966 1967
Item Budget Budget
Our Christian World Mission $15,000 517,000

Qur Direct Mission Effort

Items that have not changed: Wider City Parish (New Haven);

Dick and Joyce Reisz (India); Gazlantep Hospital

(Turkey); Theological Educational Assistance Fund;

and Missions Education and Materials 3,250 3,250
[tems that have been increased: Overlook Hospital

Chaplaincy; Interdenominational Grants; Metropolitan

Ministry; New Missions; and Special Projects 1,150 1,950
ew jtem: Mary Dewar's Work - 200

Total Benevolences Elgiigg

THE GOAL OF "QOUR CHRISTIAN WORLD MISSION® IS UP FOR 1967. 1In 1965 the General Synod of the United Church of
st set a goal of a million dollars as the increase in the "Basic Support for 'Oux Christian World Mission'" for
and & second goal of two million for 1967, Our Christian World Miasion budget has been increased to include
| share of this amount plus an additional bonus to give their big "Breakthrough! program an extra boost.

| Vith this new mongy the National Stewardship Council is aiming at some exciting targets for 1967, These

ld {nclude, to mention just three of them: an expanded medical ministry which includes a large measure of
ventive medicine, public health, medical and nursing education; compassionate care for the million and a half
new refugees who have joined the ranks of
the world's homeless in the last year; and
an increased campus ministry overseas to a
generatlion whose creative thinking will
shape the world.

OUR DIRECT MISSION EFFORT HAS
BEEN INCREASED BY $1,000 FOR 1967.

A careful re-evaluation of the pro-
jects supported by us in 1966 has indicat~
ed to our Board of Deacons that they
should all be continued and that our sup-
port in some areas should be strengthened.
Small amounts have accordingly been added
to the Overlook Chaplaincy Fund, to our
interdenominational work in and around
Chatham, to the support of the Park Avenue
Christian Church on the East Orange-~New~
ark border, to "new missions" (primarily
new church starts), and to special pro-
jects. The work of Mary Dewar has been
added as a regular item to the budget.
These increases are small, totaling only

s WO

v L $1,000, but whep applied to sensitive © GAZIANTEP HOSPITAL
AMERICAN COLLEGE CHAPEL areas they can be important out of all AINTAB, TURKEY
MADURAI, INDIA proportion to their size. (FWNDED BY AZARIAH

{(DICK AND JOYCE RIESZ) SMITH (Yale) 1847)
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FOUR CHURCH FAMILIES REPRESENTED IN MISSIONS WORK, assigned to Africa, and Joan (Bates) Forsbarg wh
We can take great pride and satisfaction in the fact in the Wider City Parish in New Haven. We know
that we have families from our Church in various phases personal sacrifices they have made to undertake
of the mission field. Dick and Joyce Reisz in India, work of the church. Surely we cannot do less th
Jean (Boniface) Nilson in Turkey, Mary Dewar who is best when they have given and are giving so much

DO WE DO ENOUGH FOR MISSIONS? Missions are a vital part of the Christian church,
United Church of Christ is one dollar for missions for each dollar spent on the local church.

this goals

STANIEY

The recognized goal o
Many churches |

As a Church we do not lack the desire to improve our outre
We have striven hard to raise the ratio of budgeted benevolences
budgeted local Church expenditures. We succeeded some years ag
pushing it up to approximately 27% -- but we have barely been al
hold it there. We may not be able to reach 100% -~ the ideal =-

we have a feeling that we could and should be closer to 50% than
are.

With the tragic and ever-increasing needs of ,the world's pe
spread out before us so vividly by our church publications, by t

daily press, by TV, how can we be complacent when a little given
means life itself to others?

Is it not time to shake ourselves out of this 27% giving gr
and get back on the upward track? Your comtributions will tell
if this is the time!

S0, BEFORE YCU SIGN THAT PLEDGE CARD WE URGE YOU TO

- study that pamphlet "What Shall I Give to My Church;"

- bring any questions you have to the experts at the Parish House on Friday November &4th at 8 |

= hear Mr, Mallery's message from the pulpit on November 6th;

- remember that we must pay that $9,500 on the mortgage;

recall that our share of the Denominational mission budget is appreciably higher for 1967;

take into account that we have lost some of our most generous contributors as a result of joi

re-assignments and retirements to other areas, and that we must pick up the tab; and

be mindful that we in Stanley Church have been blessed with material wealth and comforts of I

beyond most other citizens of our country, and far beyond the bulk of the world's people
leaving us with a debt to pay. '

dook ok ok ok ko ok ok kK

OUR GOAL IS A BREAK-THROUGH FOR 1967 1

November 1, 1966

BRING YOUR PLEDGE CARD . TO CHURCH ON NOVEMBER 6TH !

MAIL YOUR SIGNED PLEDGE CARD IF YOU CAN'T BRING T

Very cordially yours,

Ny ©. Shar

Henry ¥, Sharpe, Chaifman
EnVistment Committee
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Chatham, New Jersey

A Brief History of the Church
1898 - 1967

Prepared by - Mrs. Jared B. Moore
Mr. Jared B. Moore
Mrs. Ralph Greenidge
Mr. Preston K. Mears
Mr. Wallace C. Babceck
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St. Paul's BEpiscopal Church
Chatham, New Jersey

pibliography and Sources

The sections entitled "Barly History - 1898 4o 1917" and
iEarly History - 1917 +o 1946" came from a "Brief Historv to date
of St. Paul's Church" written in 1927 by the late Frank I. Moore
together with material from "Recollections" of a number of members
of the church prepared in 1949 by Mildred (Mrs, Jared) Moore.

Those who contributed to the "Recollectiong" were:

Mr., Fred W. Dusenberry Mrs, George T, Edwards, Sr.
Mr., J, Parker Ekings Mrs. William A, Hamblen
Mrs. George H. Hogeman Mr. Theodore W. Hogeman
Mrs. Boyd Howarth Mrs. George H. McKelvey

The Moore Family Mr. Paul H, Richardson

Mrs. Herbert L. Rowe Mr. & Mrs, Alvin G, Searles

Ir. & Mrs. Guy Emery Shipler Miss Mary B. More

The section entitled "Recent Higtory - 1946-1967" was prepared
from minutes of vestry meetings, parish meetings, meeting agendas,
budget figures and publicity materials accumulated by this editor
and from "The Book of Remembrance" in the church, The latter contains
the names of all those who contributed to and worked on the planning
ad the building of the new parish house. Despite records and
sourCeg, time dims things and the editor found in the materials at
hand some inconsistenoies which he has tried to reconcile. If error
has oecurred or the telling is incomplete Christian Charity is
Sought by this editor. |

Because of the scope of their work and activity in St. Paul's

2 separate narrative has been prepared on the Women of St. Pauls.

Preston X. Mears
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Chatham, New Jersey
farly History -~ 1898 to 1917

In 1890 the Moore family of Chatham were members of Calvary
(hurch in Summit. The Reverend Mr. Butterworth of Calvary sought
to stert an Episcopal church in Chatham but was opposed steadily
as the Episcopalians were very few and there were already four -
churches in the small town of Chatham.

About 1898 the Reverend Mr. William H. €. Lylburn came to
(hathem, hired the house at the corner of Edgehill and Lafayette
Place and started a private school. On Sunday, February 26, 1899
he started four otfclock services in the Fish & Game Hall, Miss
Theodora Munn led the singing and the attendance was reported at
the following convention to average perhaps 35. The communicants
on Baster Day were 23. Mr, Lylburn was sometimes called to Calvary
Church to conduct services at four o'clock in the absence of Mr.
Butterworth and then Frank L. Moore conducted the services.

In the winter following, the invitation of the Fairview Hotel
to hold services in its bhallroom was accepted. That became its
home and the caretakers, who were Episcopalians, allowed the church
‘members to hold parties and dances in the ballroom. At the first
(hrigtmas service held there the room was decorated with greens.
lhree members of St. Andrew's Brotherhood came up from St. Mark's
thurch, West Orange, each Sunday to increase the size of the
tongregation.

Then Mr, and Mrs. John Gould became interested and donated

their handsome property and the use on Sunday afternoons of their
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resldence there for the "mission." This property is now the site
of the Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church. While worshipping at
the Gould residence, the Reverend Mr, J. W. Van Ingen, Rector of
St., Stephen's Church in Millburn became pastor of the misgion.

He came regularly for four o'clock services and on first Sundays
for early Communion. For transportation from Millburn, Mr. Van
Ingen came to Chatham on his bicycle in good weather; but when snow
was on the ground he came by bobsled drawn by his horse. At the
Moore residence a room was always ready for him so that he often
came and spent the night in Chatham before the early morning
Communion service on Sunday.

When using the Gould residence the mission had the use of the
front and back parlors and the room across the hall, The furniture
was removed and chairs brought in and arranged for services. The
room across the hall was used for the Sunday School.

In 1902 the migsion acquired the old wooden church that became
its home. This chapel on Main Street was built in 1867. At the
time it was owned by the Presbyterian church and it was traded to
the Episcopalians in exchange for the Gould property. The Preshyterians
maintained their evening services there while their new church was
being built. When the Episcopalians moved in they brought an altar
which had come from Dover and placed it on the platform. Eplscopal
woxrshlp was conducted at four otclock and at early Communion.

About this time the name St. John's was proposged but it was
feared lest the mission might be dubbed "St. John's Gould's" so
the name St. Paul's was adopted.
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In 190% Bishop Lines made his first visitation and confirmed
Misg Susie Bowen, Miss Olive A, Moore and her brother Jared B. Moore.
About this time Mr. Mortimer Treat secured a gift of fourteen pews
and gave the cushions for them., Madame Munn gave a reed organ,
brought from Cooperstown, N. Y,

In 1904 Mr. Merritt Ium built the chancel. At Calvary Church,
Summit, a new altar and reredos were belng bullt and from the window
behind it came, as a gift, the triangular window above St. Paul's
altar and two windows on the east side. The wood flooring of the
chancel also came from Calvary. Mrs, Mallett gave a memorial croas
in memory of her first husband, the late Mr. Dean. About this time
Colonel Peter Mallett was appointed Warden, Mr, Mortimer Treat
Secretary and Mr. John P, Munn Treasurer. At the Convention of
1905 the Archdeacon reported 35 communicants, $495 in contributions
and the only debt being a note of $615.

Upon Mr., Van Ingen's occasional absence, Ralph C, B, Moore,
gon of Frank L. Moore acted as lay reader. AT the Diocesan Con-
vention of 1907 Archdeacon Cameron reported "indebtedness reduced
to $112 and the mission relinquishing the stipend from the Diocese
which had been allowed by the Board of Missions." On January 29,
1907 Bishop Lines appointed Frank L. Moore as Warden.

Bishop Lines consecrated the church on April 28, 1909.

The Diocesan Convention of 1910 reported 114 persons under
pastoral care, 44 communicants, 8 teachers, 66 scholars in Sunday
School, and receipts of $891.99

February 25, 1914 the Reverend Norman T. Boggs was placed in

charge and conducted Sunday morning worship service. Mr. Boggs
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resigned March 1, 1915 and the mission was placed under the Rev-
erend FPhilemon T, Sturgis of St. Peter's Church, Morristown with
services conducted by his assistant the Reverend William C. Patterson.
In July 1916 Mr. Patterson was placed in charge and moved with
Mrs, Patterson into the Treat residence on Edgehill Avenue. In
1916 a Parish Hall was built. The roof covering and pine flooring
were supplied by the church and the rest of the lumber came from
a bullding torn down at Sunnywoods. The outlay wag $1,325 towards
which a loan of $700 was obtained. Mr. Patterson gave two candle-~
gticks, He resigned in March 1917, For a time the mission was
without a vicar.

The Bishop and the Reverend Mr, Mori of Grace Church, Madison,
prepared the confirmation class, Mrs. Underhill gave a memorial
window in memory of her late husband, taking the place of the triangular
window over the altar.

In October 1917 the Reverend Guy Emery Shipler was appointed

Vicar at St, Paults,

Early History -~ 1917 to 1946
Mr. Ralph Jemnings of Summit, who had married Miss Inez

Tallmadge of Chatham, was travelling for a New York drug firm.

When in Cincinnati one time he met Dr. Shipler. When he heard that
the latter would like to have a small church in the East, he told
him of St. Paul's, Dr. Shipler was coming east to join the editorial
gtaff of "The Churchman" at the request of the Reverend Charles X,

Gilbert, later Bishop of the Diocese of New York. There was

correspondence between Mr, Jennings, Dr. Shipler and Mr. Fred Dusenberry
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who lived next door to the church and was then Treasurer. Dr.
Shipler came as far as Irvington by trolley and Mr. Dusenberry met
him and brought him to Chatham, Later on Mr, Dusenberry said

that on that first Sunday Dr. Shipler preached in St, Paul's

the members saw that they could never be able to keep him because
he was such a good preacher they could not pay him what he should
receive. So a part time arrangement was made ~ he to conduct
gervices only for burials, weddings and on Sundays, with no parochial
duties. The rest of the Shipler family moved east, staying at the
Dusenberry home for about a week until the house at 35% Main Street
was bought by the Diocese and which was the vicarage until 1946.

In 1918 a pipe organ was brought fromé New York apartment and
installed on the east side of the chancelj In 1923 the stage area
was built in the parish hall after removing horse and carriage
stalle, It was used by the Chatham Community Players as well
ag the Church. About 1930 the whole inside of the church was
renovated. Sliding doors were removed. An altar was brought from
England,

At the time Dr. Shipler came, the "vestry committee" included
among its members J. P. Munn, Ed Lloyd, George Hogeman and Frank
L. Moore. A welcome party was tendered the Shiplers to celebrate
their arrival. It was in the nature of an old country welcome -to-
the-minigter party. As described by Mrs. Boyd Howarth, there
wag "at the end of the well-decorated parish room a large tbable
holding quantities of canned goods, a ham, and other provisions.

A1l the church members wore old-fashioned costumes. I made
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gide-burnsg for Mr, Howarth, just the thing to go with his frock
coat, He carried an old-fashioned, small, rounded satchel and he
looked fér all the world like an o0ld country doctor."

Lay readers included Dr. Everett V. Jeter and Major Herbert
M, Dawley. James, who worked for Mr. Dusenberry, was sexton for
geveral years and later Charlle Simonson was sexton for many years.

In the fall of 1918 Dr. Shipler and the editors of nine other
religious journals went to England as the guests of the British
Ministry of Information.

The Shiplers started the community singing of Christmas Carols
by the church choir going from house to house on Chrigtmas Eve (1917)
and the next year the choirs of the other churches did the same.
The vicarage at 353 Main Street was the first house in town to have
candles in each window on Christmas Eve. The first midnight
Christmas Eve service was held that year, 1917. The ground was
covered with thick snow. The congregation was so large at these
midnight services that chairs had to be placed in the aisles. On
that first night the vested choir entered the church at the door
and passed down the center aisle with lighted candles singing the
procegsional.

The three hour Good Friday service was gtarted by Dr. Shipler
at St. Paull's and the first early Easter dawn service in 1918,
One year the choir carried a large white cross which Mrsg, Shipler
made of white cheesecloth decorated with daffodils supplied by
Mrs, George Hogeman. In some years there were Evensong services
at five o'clock during Lent and for many years Dr., Shipler held

Lenten forums on Sunday evenings with outside speakers. He started
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a weekly church bulletin which the families received before Sunday
by mail but this was discontinued when the church finances ran
very low.

Union services began during World War I when the government
agked all churches to combine services to conserve coal.

Mr, Laurensaéeelye of the Stanley Congregational Church and Dr.
Shipler agreed to hold services in each other's churches alternating
monthly, they themselves alternating every Sunday as the preacher.
Mr., Seelye wished to conform when preaching at St. Paul's so wore

a borrowed cassock and cotta -- which did not fit too well as the
St. Paul's men were not so tall and he was 6' 4%,

In the next year the Presbyterian and Methodist churches entered
into the arrangement also, The Congregational Church gave St. Paul's
the United States flag and Mr, Dusenberry gave St., Paul's the
United States flag to give to the Congregational Church, It was
in the late 1920's that regular Union Services during the summer
by the four Protestant Churches hegan, started by Dr. Shipler.

In 1929 the people held a party for Mr., Frank L. Moore,
presenting him with a walnut cane with an amber top, inscribed as
follows: "To Warden Frank L, Moore with the great esteem of St.
Paul's Parish (sic) May 29, 1929." He sat on the stage while many
skits were performed., He was 8% years of age and died in early
1938, cloging a life of almost 92 years.

The Reverend Boyd Roberts Howarth was a member of the Sunday
School and the Church and taught Sunday School. He is a graduate
of Virginia Theological Seminary and was ordained at St. Paul's

on June 2%, 1935,

?6
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In spite of the ever lowering income from the onset of the
depression through the following years, until the country's defense
program was initiated late in the 1930's, and the continulng expenses
so that St. Paul's went into the red, the mission kept going and
made payments to the Diocese. During this time Dr. Shipler
voluntarily reduced his salary §$300 a year. The vestry committee
was reluctant but finally accepted the suggestion. The Bishop
objected on the grounds that it was not good for the Church but
he acquiesced. The work in the words of Mr., William Thompson,

Mr., Normen Peters, Mr., Alvin Searles, and Mr, J. Parker Ekings,

was tough and disheartening for the church labored under a continuous
financial struggle. The church began to pick up about 1940 but
continued as an aided mission for some years. In February 1946

Dr, Shipler resigned as Vicar, recognizing that the growing church

in an expanding community needed the services of a full time minister.

The nearly thirty years of service by Dr. Shipler constituted
an era in the history of St. Paul's when it could not afford a
full time vicar or rector. During those years Dr. Shipler's time
outaide of Chatham was of course given to his editorship of "The
Churchman," Older members of the church can never forget the

sooperatien and problems that accompanied his service and the generous
af%itude taken by him and culminating in his resignation when it

became apparent that a full time minister was needed.

Recent Higstory - 1946 to 1967
On February 3, 1946 Dr, and Mrs, Shipler gave a tea in honor

of the Reverend Karl G. Kumm and his wife at their home which they
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had bought from the Diocese., The Kumms moved into a new vicarage
at %93 Main Street.

Mr. Kumm had been an Army Chaplain after many years of service
ag Rector in the Diocese of Newark and came to St. Pault's to
pick up the work of the mission in a rapidly growing, post-war,
community. The budget for 1947 totalled@6,049.11 ineluding salary
of the Vicar at $2,100 part of which was paid by the Diocese.

Regular Sunday services were increased and included 8:00 A.M.
Holy Communion as well as the regular Sunday School service and
the 11:00 A M. service, the observance of Holy Days, more Lenten
gervices and other services.

A program of rehabllitation of the church and parish house was
undertaken, Considerable usable space was gained in the stage
area by putting in a floor overhead. New windows were cut in;
tie~rods to help hold the walls together were added, a kitchen
installed and the whole was painted. At this time the late Lee
D. Pettinglill was Warden of the Mission appointed by the Bishop
‘and Mr, Paul H. Richardson was Treasurer, alsgo appolnted by the
Bishop. These men carried on in the tradition of their predecessors;
Wardens Frank L, Moore, J. P Munn, Jared Moore and George Hogeman;
and Treasurers Fred Dusenberry, Bill Kirk, Alvin Searles and
William Thompson,

During the ensuing years Chatham Borough and Chatham Township
grew and with it St. Paul's and the other churches. During the
period of building repair and rehabilitation, the Men's Club

flourished for a time having been reactivated from its earlier life
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prior to World War II. The men did the work with a minimum of
cash expenditures for necessary materials,

The Women of St. Paul's had a vigorous and continuing life
which is the subject of a separate chronicle of its own. The
Young People's organization has steadily progressed, facing the
ever growing compettition of the demands for time for school
and other activities.

As St., Paul's grew rapidly in the post-war years it became
evident that it must move from being a mission receiving aid from
the Diocese to becoming a self-sustaining mission and then on to
full Parish status. The budget grew from $6,049 to $7,558 in 1949
and to over $10,000 in 1951. In place of receiving aid from the
Diocese the migsion was meeting its quota and assessments in full.

During 1950 steps were taken to prepare for assuming full Parish
status and the necessary discussions with Diocesan authorities
undertaken and papers prepared. Upon affirmative vote of the
congregation with close to 90% in favor, the decision was made.

The Organization Meeting was held April 8, 1951 at which time the
first Vestry was elected as well as two Wardens. The Wardens and
Vestry in turn met and called Mr. Kumm as the first Rector of

St. Paul's as a Parish Church, It was too late to be admitted to
union with the Diocese at the Convention of 1951 but this was accomp-
lished the following year. The first two wardens of the new Parish
were Lee D. Pettingill and Preston K. Mears, The first Vestry
congisted of Messrs Carl Ahrens, Al Dietz, Louls Kuhn, Paul H.

T
Richardson (elected Treasurer by the Vestry) Harry Bieg, Curry Jones,
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Charles Meier, Charles O. Roth Jr., Bradford Wiley and John Wyatt,
together with Mrs. George Arthur Smith and Mrs. Gerald Jacobus.,

At about this time negotiations were under way towards acquiring
the old Mac Dougall property to the west of the church, A building
fund had been started and there were some funds in it but not enough
to buy that much property. At this point Mr. and Mrs. Vreeland
Tompkins of Summit who were members of St. Paul's Church contributed
the money needed to buy the property, They made this gift as a
memorial to their daughter, Mrs. Gertrude Tompking Silver, an
aviatrix, who as an ailrplane ferry pilot for the United States in
World War II took off from the West Coast for a Pacific destination
and was lost. A plaque to her memory is in the (new) Parish Hall,

Once again the Men's Club was called into action to refurbish
the house and grounds so as ‘to make use of them by the Church.

Title was obgained in August 1951 and the house was repaired for

use by the Sunday School. Sagging floors were shored up, new wiring
and fixtures installed, heating plant put into shape; painting,
decorating and grounds work was done,

This allowed for considerable relief from the population demands

of the Sunday School -- but only of a temporary nature. A planning
committee wag formed to @tudy the problem and to plan for the future.
The church had a good heating plant obtained from Christ Church in
Short Hills., It owned property at 393 Main Street where the Rectory
wag located and now had a good gized lot at the church site.

After considerable study it was declded to retain the church
gite for expansion and to dispose of the property at 39% Main Street.
This property was sold to the people who later put up the Staff/Good
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Deal Bupermarket backing up to the Railroad, A Recbory was purchased
at 100 Hillside Avenue.

A building fund drive was then undertaken after the Master
Planning Committee proposal to build a new Parish Hall was adopted.
The funds given and pledged were sufficient to allow for a building
program to be started. The Parish adopted the Master Planning
Committee's report at a meeting held Januwary 19, 1953. The Building
Fund pledges ran for a three year period. After a great deal of
time spemt in planning and re-planning, designing and re-designing,
a construction contract was signed with Kopp Construction Company,
who had built the Fish & Game Club House, to build the new Parish
Hall from plans of Mr. William Mitchell, the architect engaged by
the church for this purpose. Construction started in early August.
On October 3%, 1954 the corner stone was laid, The Right Reverend
Benjamin M. Washburn, Bishop of the Diocese of Newark, gave the
ad @ress. The Rector and the Wardens lald the cornerstone in place.
The building was completed and the housewarming was held April 24, 1955,

In order to consgtruct this building it was necessary to remove
the 0l1d Mac Dougall house which had been a landmark in Chatham,
Attempts were made to sell it, then to give it away, and finally
it was offered to the Chatham Historical Soclety. After careful
consideration the latter reported they were not able to do anything
with it. Accordingly there was no alternative but to demolish the
frame structure after all useful appurtenances had been removed.

A second fund drive was put on and pledges made so as to pay off
the mortgage that had been taken to supplement the funds from the
first building fund drive.
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By the annual Parish meeting on December 6, 1959 it was
announced the bullding was free of debt. On February 14, 1960
the Parish Hall was dedicated by Bishop Shirley H. Nichols who
performed the dedication in place of Bishop Mac Adie who was 111,

The new Parish Hall provided much needed space but as the town
and the congragation continued to grow, the church was still used
for Sunday School worship service and the old Parish House for
classes as well as overflow space in the office bullding of
Mr, R. Wayne Stickel. Accordingly within the next two years another
planning commitbtee was appointed to study the needs for a new
church and more Sunday School space. In 1961 Mr. Kumm made known
his wish to retire to a less gtrenuous parish life and work for it
was clear that continued growth lay ahead and he felt a younger
man should come to lead the parish, The Reverend Mortimer W. Glover
wag engaged to assigt Mr. Kumm in the parish work and services and
he continued temporarily as Priest-in-Charge from Mr. Xumm's
resignation May 27, 1962 until the new Rector was called.

During the 16 years that Mr. Kumm was at St. Paul's the mission
had become a parish, had outgrown three buildings and had increased
its annual operating budget from $6,000 to $40,000. These flgures
are of course only an outward and visible presence and cannot begin
to measure the inward and unseen spiritual growth of the people
of the church.

On November 6, 1962 the Reverend Walter A, Bell Jr., was
instituted as Rector of St. Paul's by the Right Reverend Leland H,
Stark, Bishop, Diocese of Newark.
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Ever since the church was organized as a Parish in 1951,
there has been a rotating Vestry consisting of twelve menmbers, of
whom four are elect¥ed annualy by the congregation., TheWardens serve
for two year terms and are eligible to succeed themselves whereas
vegtrymen and vestrywomen cannot succeed themselves without a
lapse of a year. Wardens who served St. Paul's in the period from
1951 to 1967 were the late Lee D. Pettingil ,and Preston K, Mears,
Paul D. Richardson, and W, Cortlyn Rhodes, each of whom resigned.
The present Wardens are William D. Bulloch and Carl H. Ahrens.,

The present Treasurer is FErmest Cruikshank who succeeded Paunl
Richardson, 1In all, about 50 men and women served on the Vestry
during this period of time. St. Paul's hag always had women ag
members of the Vestry and prior to that as members of the Mission's
"Vestry Committee". As soon as the Diocesan Convention approved
the seating of women as Iay Delegates to +the Convention, St. Paul's
elected Mrs. George Arthur Smith as their first woman Lay Delegate.
At the Convention Bishop Washburn gave speclal recognition to

Mrs. Smith, saying how glad he was see her, "come down from the
balcony to the floor of the Convention."

The new Rector, the Reverend Walter A, Bell, Jr., who came %o
Chatham from his former Parish at Silver Spring, Maryland, took up
resldence with his wife and three children in a new Rectory at
94 Dhatham Street. The old Rectory at 100 Hillside Avenue was
gold., Mr, Glover resigned at the end of 1962 and for a time
Mr. Bell carried on the work of the Parish without assistance.
Later he had the help of the Reverend Mr. Ned Ball,, parishioner
who had Dbeen ordained +to the perpetual diaconate. Mr, Bell
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later was assisted by Seminarians who came out to Chatham weekends
to help with the Sunday School. Lay Readers also helped at
services as they had ever since the start of the church in 1898.

In December 1962 Bishop Stark sent out a call for help in support
of Cuban refugees and the Vestry voted to sponsor a family which
wag done. Members of the church donated noney, clothing and
furniture to help the family get settled and self-gupporting,

In the meantime the Master Planning Committee under Duke Powell
was continuing its work on consideration of church and Sunday School
needs and interviewing architects to make tentative plans, The
committee also recommended engaging a professional fund-raising
crganization to help in the financial campaign that would be run.
These efforts culminated in the Presentation of plans for an
entirely new church structure together with modifications to the
Parish Hall,

The proposed plans were thoroughly gtudied, discussed and
debated at great length by the entire parish in a series of meetings
both formal and informal. At a speclal parish meeting held March
15, 1964 a majority felt that the proposed modern church structure
was not sufficientky in harmony with the Library building next door.
So the committee went back to the drawing boards!

The fund raising drive under J. Powell Williams had been going
on at the same time as the plans were being developed and, despite
the differing views of various members of the Church about the
overall design, the financial campaign was a success, The congregation

was united in its effort to achieve a necessary expansion of its
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facilities. The second set of plans developed by the committee,
under the leadership of Roy H. Scott, was accepted at a special
parish meeting held February 21, 1965, A year's time had elapsed
but the parish came through the experience stronger than ever.
The architects for the new church building were Solstad & Meyer.

In all this tumultuous period Mr, Bell had been carrying on
with 1little assistance. The Vestry recognized the heavy load he
was carrying and in November 1964 the Revrend Carington R, Cariss
was appointed Curate. At its November 11, 1964 meeting the Vestry
also signed the Endorsement of Candidacy for Holy Orders for
Preston K, Mears, Jr., a young man then in college who had grown
up in the parish, He later was graduated from the Episcopal
Theological School and on December 17, 1966 was ordalned to the
Priesthood by Bishop Stark at St. Peter's Church, Morristown,
where Mr., Mears was then serving as Curate.

After approval by the Vestry of the revised building plans,
arrangements were made for congtruction loan financing and bids
were obtained from contractors to build the new church, In the
meantime services continued in the old building. Ground breaking
ceremonies took place October 24, 1965, The Corner Stone laying
took place April 24, 1966 with Blshop George E. Rath leading the
service. The old church building was deconsecrated June 26, 1966
before it was demolished, the Reverend Karl G, Kumm preaching
at this service by invitation., On December 3, 1966 the new church,
which had been constructed by H. H. Kahman & Co., was dedicated
by Bishop Leland Stark.
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The cost of the new building including substantial alterations
to the interior of the parish hal]l was $379,500., Through contribu-
tions received from parishioners through Renewal Fund pledges,
about 35% of the comstruction costs were paid as incurred, The
remainder of $250,000 was obtained in the form of a mortgage loan

which was scheduled for amortization over g twenty year period

from 1967 to 1987. The church membership had by now obligated itself

to an annual operating budget of $70,000 ineluding interest on +the
mortgage. A second Renewal Fund campaign was stamrted late in 1966
which ylelded pledges of over %$100,000, The legal work and the
actual arrangements with the banks for financing the two major
building programs were all handled by Mr. R. Wayne Stickel,

The dollar figures of course are far from being a true measure
of the work of the 6hurch. This hag been evidenced in a more
meaningful way by the devotion of the hundreds of parishioners ’
young people and children for whom St. Paul's has been a center
for worship and service. The worlk of the Women of St., Paul's
has been made the subject of a separate report and gives some
indication of the scope of lay activities. The men also have taken
an active part in the work of the Church. Space does not permit
listing all the names of all the people who devoted thousands of
hours and devoted skills %o St. Paul's,

In the close to 70 years that have elapsed since 1898 when

06

the Reveeend William H. C. Lylburn came to Chatham and began services,

St. Paults has grown and changed with the times., There has Dbeen

® congtant turnover in the population of Chatham as new families
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move in and others move away and so also there hasg been a
corresponding turnover in the congregation of St. Paul's, Yet

at this time Jared Moore, who with his sister Olive and Susie Bowen,
was confirmed on the first visitation of a Bishop to thig

Church in 1903, still comes regularly to church, As he takes

his accustomed plaee he is likely to find that sharing the pew

with him 1s a new young family who have just moved to Chatham,

W ¥ W * *# 3 *

Prepared by:

Mildred Downs Moore ( Mrs. Jared B. Moore)
Jared B. Moore
Frances Ford Greenidge ( Mrs. Ralph Greenidge)

Preston X, Mears

Note from Book Committee: Mr. lMoore's autobiographical data

will be found in the "PFloriste" file.
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Chatham, New Jersey

Biographical Data:
Preston K. Mears. Born July 16, 1908 at Brooklyn, New York.
Graduate Rubgers University, Clasgs of 1931

Employed by Dun & Bradstreet, Inc,, New York City
Administrator Public Relations & Advertising Department

Married Marion W. Robinson September 15, 1934
Children: David R. Mears, Asslstant Professor, Rutgers University

Preston K. Mears Jr., Curate, St. Peter's Church, Morristown
Mary Ann Blizabeth Mears, Junior at Mt. Holyoke College

Came to Chatham October 1939
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Presten K. Mears

3 Williams Road



Mildred Downs Moore

Parents - ¥William Fleteher Downa and Mary Gardner
Born: Jersey City, N, J, July 27, 1888
Diod? Chatham, N, J, July 15, 1955
Edwcation: Private School in Jersey City, Barnard College
A,B, Degree 1910
Married to Jared B, Moore - Parents Frank L, Moore and
Caroline ¥, Belcher
Children: Mildred Downs Moore - Merried to Wallace xichard
Hust
Franeee Belcher Moore -~ married to William David
Webd
Member of St, Pauls Episcopel Church
Women's Guild
American Legion Auxiliary
Barnard Alumnae Asa'n,
Worked in chureh organizations and on a Diocesan Committee

that was chaired by irs, Guy X, Shipler,
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Mrs. Jared Moore



By Mrs. Ralph Greenidge y//4

THE WOMEN OF ST. PAUL'S

Women's work at St. Paul's, started by a amall deveted group, has grewn
and expanded with the growth of the church and the town, What is known of

the early days was written in 1949 by Mrs. Jared Moore, culled from a few
surviving records and from the memories of older membersa.

They remember weekly meetings of the firat Woman's Auxiliary at the
home of Mrs. James Coleman "way out on Passaic Avenue" (now no. 146) and

later at her home where the Lawrence MaoGregor house now stands (242 Fairmount

A\Te‘).

The earliest Fair recalled was held on July 1ll=12, 1906. A coek book

was compiled for it by Mrs. F.C. Tossberg and her sister, Mrs. J. Thomas Scott,

and published by the latter's husband, first and longtime editor of the Chatham

Press. The book was a collection of favorite recipes of the ladies of the
church, entitled - SCRIPTURE CAKE WITH OTHER PAMOUS RECEIPTS.

RECEIPT FOR SCRIFTURE CAKE
"Behold there was a cake baken," T Kings XIX:i6

1 Cup of Butter

2 Cups of Sugar

34 Cups of Flour

2 Cups of Raisins

1 Gup of Almonds

2 Cups of PFigs

1 Cup of Water

6 Bggs

A Little Salt

I Large Spoon of Honey
Sweet Spices to Tamte

Judges V125
Jeramiah VI$20
I Kings IV:22

I Samuel XXX:l2
Genesis XLIIY:11
I Samuel XXX:12
Genemgis XXIVi20
Taaiah X311l
Leviticue IT:l3
EBxodus XVIs3l

I Kings X2

I Corinthians Vi6, "Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth

the whole lump?"

Fo1low Solomon's advice for making good boys - first clause of
Proverbs XX¥III:14 - and you will have a good cake.

There were 54 "receipts", and 37 advertisements from Chatham, Madison,

Summit, Merristown, New Yerk City, and Worcester, Mass. A few gave telephone

numbers - one was "10-3", and another was "Long Distance Telephone 69-b". Some
stores were on "East Park Street" (now South Passaic Ave.). N. Kelley & Son
advertised "Gents Furnishings" as well as "Choice Groceries™; and Corby's
Leundry of Summit "invited inspection of our new method of folding the turn

down collar, guaranteed not to arack them",

Rummage Sales were lucrative, lasting two or three days. About 1910
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Miss Anna Moore (of 105 Fairmount Ave.) carried home in her pocket for
safekeeping overnight one day's "take" of over $200. The first Cake Sale
wag held about 1913 at the home of Mrs. Fred Dusenberry, next door to the
church (186 Main St.). Other food sales were held during Lent, always on
Saturdays, and it was recalled that Mrs. Coleman "donated quantities of
baked goods'". The proceeds of these Lenten food sales became the Auxiliary's
annual Baster offering. Other early ways of raising money were with oard
parties, luncheons and dinners, and by individuals taking orders for baked
goods. The oharge for Parish dinners in the 1920's was 50 cents, and for
Lenten luncheons 25 cents. The "chief cooks" were Mrs. J. Thomas Scott,
Mrs, John Tracy, Mre. William Thompson and Mres. George McKelvey. Mrs,
Scott's daughter, Dolly, used to drive to Newark to buy the meat, vegetables
and fruits needed. She remembered stringing a whole bushel of bhesns herself
for ene dinner. And it was remembered that often when luncheons were ready
to be served in the (old) Parish House, James, the Dusenberry's house-man,
would carry in napkin-covered trays of hot rolls baked by him in the kitchen
next deor,

Most Auxiliary meetings were devoted to mewing for missions and hespitals,
and for several church~sponsored Homes; and for a number of years one meeting
2 month was held jointly with the Altar Guild to help with its sewing. Mission
studiee were always carried on during Lent, and Mra. Frank L. Moere used to
read letters from her smon Jared, the only St. Paul's boy to serve in Werld
War I. During some summers the ladies held Porch Readings - an old and
pleassant Chatham custom,

Pregidents of the Woman's Auxiliary included Mrs. J. Thomas Scott, Mrs.E.A.
Hamblen, Sr., "Madam" Munn (Mrs. Charles 5. Munn), Mrs. Fred Dusenberry, Nrs.
John Tracy, Mrs. Edward Lloyd, Mrs. Austin Dudley, Sr., Mre. William Edwards,
Mrs. George McKelvey, Mrs. Guy Emery Shipler, esnd Miss Leuella Adams. Though
never president, Mrs. Boyd Howarth oftenm presided at meetings. She served
for a number of years as Custedian, for both St. Paul's and for the entire
church District, of the Boek of Remembrance and the United Thank Offering -
the first a book kept at the Cathedral in Newark in which the names of
faithful churchwemen are inscribed in memoriam, the second daily personal
Thanksgiving offerings of women of the Episcopal Church amounting to over
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$1,000,000 2 year and used for special mission work throughout the world.

Mrs. George Arthur Smith became the firat woman elected to the Vestry
of St. Paul's, indeed she may well have been the firast "vestrywoman" in the
Diocese of Newark, thus opening the door to a new way for women to serve
their church.

Books, magazines and subscriptions contributed by St. Paul's women
were distributed to needy people everywhere through the Church Periedical
Club, For many years this work was done by Mrs. George MacDougall, and,
after her death, by her sister Miss Harriet Hotchkin. (Mrs. MacDougall
once showed pictures of herself and her sisters on the stage in their youth
performing as the"Swies Bell Ringers'.)

In the apring of 1929 St. Hilda's Guild was formed by Mrs. Shipler for
the younger women of the church. "“St. Hilda" was "an English saint, a woman
of character", and her name was chosen for the new organization by a committee
of Mre, Willard Johnson, Mrs. Irvin§f Garverick and Mrs., Frank Underhill. St.
Hilda's strength was in the unity of its thirty six members and in thedir
enthusiasm in working together to helyp the church financially. Their aim of
raising $100 a month was realized, and at the end of the first year $1000
wai presented to the church treasurer. One month's project was a packet of
faveorite recipe cards whioch mold for fifty cents, the recipea having been
collected as entrance fees to a luncheon; another was the passing from member
to member of a basket and an apron with a pocket. The basket arrived with a
pie or other home-bhaked food in it; the recelver took the pie, put a money
"payment" in the apron pocket, placed an artiele of her own baking in the
basket, and passed it along to the next one.

The Guild lasted fer eight years, toward the last changing the name to
The Service League. Presidents included Mrs., Herbert B. Howe, Mrs. Alvin T,
Searles, Mrs. Perley M. Clark, Mrs, Maud Starkey, and Mrs. T.R.D. Collins.

One special memery of the early 1930's was the "0ld Curiosity Shop"
which was a thirty-five cent tes and exhibit of antiques and treasurea
belenging to St. Paul's people and their friends. Its charm was due to the
artistic imagination of Mrs. Scott Hallett. Anether was a "Depariment Store"
which lasted at least a week. Mr. "Bill" Kirk, through his contacts with New
York wholesale houses, brought the articles to be s0ld - some donated and some
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on consignment. The goods were stored in the cellar of Mra. Alvin Searles (128
Washington Ave.) and each morning were brought te the (old) Parish House., There
were raincosats and umbrpllas, costume jewelry, men's shirts, ties, and other
clothing.

A third was the "People's Exchange" under the leadership of Mrs. Hallett,
Mrs. Garverick end Mrs, BEdward Lloyd. The Exchange was carried on during the
Depression years to help both Chatham women and St. Paul's Church. A store on
Main Street was effered rent free and people brought things they had made, baked
goods, antiques and other articles to be sold on ¢onsignment. Members of Ste
Paul's Auxiliary took regular turns "tending store", and 10% of the profit went
inte the Church treasury.

In 1937 the women ef the church met at the Vioarage (355 Main St.) for
luncheon with Dr. and Mre. Shipler. At Dr, Shipler's suggestion the Women's
Auxiliary and St. Hilda's Guild merged inte one orgunization, te be oalled "The
Women of St. Paul's? Mra. Lee D. Petiingill was the first preaident, and she
soon set up "circles" or "groups", For many years each group had a financial
goal to meet, then came a change and the emphasis ahifted to service and fellow~
ship.

There now is an Evening Group for the convenience of young mothers and
those who work during the day, and since 1954 there has been an active "Long
Hill Group" for those living in that part of Chatham Township. Groups held
their own meetings, and there is a monthly general meeting with luncheons and
a speaker; and one evening a year husbands are invited to a meeting held join¥ly
with the Evening and Long Hill Groups.

For sonme yoara4thar§yas/an active Prayer Group under the guidance of Mrs.
Walrath Sherman and Mrs, é&dnay Arneld. Thias group developed and maintained a
fine library for church readers.

Another group of loyal workers meets twlce a month to make cancer dreassings.
This work was started in 1951 with Mrs. Ralph Greenidge as the first chairman,
and has continued under the able leadership of Mrs. Louis Kuhn, Mra. Nerman
Peters, and Mrs, Leighton Klotz. In 1961 these women received a plaque from the
American Canser Society for tan years of service. The first all-day meeting with
women from the local Protestant and Catholic ohurches participating was held at
St, Paul's., Mrs., Charles A. Miller, chairman of all cancer work, told of the
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great need and of the number of dressingas kept in Chatham for local use.
Today, most of the money needed for the service and missionary interests

of St. Paul's women is raised by everyone working together on & Bazaar each
Pall and on a Rummage Sale each Spring., There are occasional other projects,
such as Mrs. Paul Richardson's - THE BEST COOKING IN CHATHAM - agein a book
of favorite recipes (134) and local advertisements (103), Realtor Millicent
M, Underwood's reading:

BASIC HOME RECIPE

1 measure desire

2 measures caution
1 liberal pinch sound legal advice.

Place all in slow, well-regulated Realtor office for a
reasonable length of time. When finished, insure well
with an "Insurer"; live in it with happiness and - when
you sell it, use the Morris County Board of Realtors'
Multiple Listing Service.

KITCHEN SAMPLER

God, bless this bread I daily knead
That those I love may on it feed.
Help me to do each day the work
My faltering handa would sometimes shirk
Bless my kitchen, that I may prepare
Bach meal with love and infinite ocare,
Teach me to serve, to think less of me,
To care for all, in my leve for Thee,

-~ Jean Bugg
This cook book is but one of the contributions - toe many to count ~ that have
been made by Nathalie Richardson., For over thirty years she has constantly
given more of her talents, her labor, and her devetion to the work of St. Paul's
than any one other person.

There is also the successful "0ld Curiosity Shop" of today, a thrift shep
"selling everything but clothea", atarted in 1954 by Mrs. Gerald King for the
benefit of the Churph Building Fund, It was held for some years in the kitchen
of the old MacDougall house next door, and is now in the old Parish House.
Nesarly $3000 has been turned over to the Building Fund to date.

Representatives from St. Paul's attend the annual Fall Conference for

Episcopal women at Buck Hill Falls, and regulsr District and Diocesan meetings,
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with a goedly number having served on the several executive boards. "Legis-
lative Caravans" have traveled to Trenton when the State Senate and Asgembly
bave been in session, and letters have been sent to both Trenton and Washington
when the women felt it their Christian duty to condemn or support psrticular
bills being debated. During World War II they worked for the Red (ross in
numerous waysj one day & week they "manned™ the Stamp Booth that stood on

the sidewalk beside Patterson's store, where each week a great many War Saving
Stamps and War Bonds were s0ld by Chathanm churchwomen; an especially satisfying
project was s united community drive to collect money in order to fill and serd
Christmas packages to all Chatham men and girls in the Armed Forces. One boy
dater gaid that he was the only one in his company to receive such a packags,
and thaf he was particularly “overjoyed" at the folder of snapshéts of familiar
*home landmarks" contained in it.

A% one time there was a Misaion S8tudy Conference for all the Protestant
churches, and there was the Interdenominational Council of Chatham, an advisory
group for local church work. This later became part of the nation-wide Council
of Church Women under whose ausplces World Community I)a'y, World Day of Prayer
and May Fellowship Day exeraises are held. Until 1956 Chatham churchwomen
planned and oonducted their own weekly Lenten services. ‘

Among the many community services, St. Paul's women have done their share
in giving parties and filling Christmas bagse for Morris County Welfare House
(now Morris View); in contributing to the early P.T.A, camp and milk funds; in
collecting clothing for Greystone State Hospital, for Church World Service, and
for Save the Children Federation; in sewing for the Morris County Children's
Home; and in serving Cub Scout, Girl Scout, Red Cress, Father and Son, and other
dinners; in 1950 they helped take the Religious Census in Chethsm; and they have
aagiated through the years in the Daily Vacation Bible School. A most worthwhile
community experience is the antertaining in church homes of foreign college
S8tudents for a weskend each year.

Like everyone in church work everywhere the women of St, Paul's have tried
to spread their interest and their help far and wide - to such places as the
Youth Consultation Service in Newark, an Episcopal agency that serves all youth;
"Pieces for Peace" in 1949, pieces of new material with thread, needles and
trimmings distributed through Church World Service; the nation-wide project of
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Episcopal women saving Buffalo nickels which buy college scholarships for
American Indian girls; Cuttington College in Liberia where David MHears, a
S5t. Paul's boy, is serving on the faculty; Haiti where Alfred Voegeli,
another Chatham "boy" is the Episcopal Bishop; Marc Laurent, a young
French boy, "adopted" through Save the Children; the Seamen's Church
Institute in New York where our "Becky" Shipler did such fine work; "Nurseas
on Herseback" through the work of Dr., Mary Breckinridge and her "Frontier
Nursing" in southern mountains. (She is a cousin of our Rose Hamblen. );
Korea through Bill and Marilyn Gale of 8t. Paul's during their years there
with Church World Service; setting up housekeeping in 1955 for two Hungarian
refugee families, one at the Ernest Cruikehanks' (15 Red Rd.) and one at the
Samuel Howarths' (167 Fairmount Ave.); and later helping a family from Cuba
get settled in Chatham.

At the present time Mrs. Chester Calbiock is serving on the Board of
the Diocese of Newark as Chairman of Christian Social Relations, Next year
she will represent this Diocese as a delegate to the Triemnial General Con-
vention of the Episcopal Church in Seattle, Washington, the first from St.

Paul's to be se honored.

Mrs. Jared Moore described well the growth of the Women of St. Paul's
when she wrotes
In the first days gatherings were like family affairs and

secretariesa did not think it necesaary to keep minutes so soon to
be out of date. Then as the years passed, thes secretaries' minutes
gradually became more detailed, the order of business more regulated,
and there was apparent a growing idea of responasibility and the need
for personal contact beyond the church into ..... the community, the

natien and the world.
- Frances Greenidge, 1966.
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FRANCES HOWARD (¥ORD) GREENIDGE
(MkE: RALPH M. C. GHEENIDGE)

I was born in Newton, Massachusetts, in 1905;
moved to Bast Orange, New Jersey, in 1919; graduated from
Montclair Normal School and for a short time taught kinder-
garten; married a Bell Laboratories Engineer in 1927, and
two years later csme to live in Chatham, We have two sons
who grew up in the Boro, both married and now living in the
Township. To date they have given”us five grandchildren.

Although we lived in several Chatham houses, the
one pictured always stands out as "home", for we spent bthe
most (and perhaps the happiest) years there. It was at
100 Fairmount Avenue and was built in 1902 for Mr. Fred
Boyle of the Prudential Life Insurance Co. A few years
later he sold it to Mrs. Frederick H. Ium, who in turn sold
to Mr., and Mrs. George Walker. In 1937, after Mrs. Walker's
death, we bought it from her sister, Mrs. Sadie Smith, and
in 1954 sold it to the Stanley Congregational Church next
door. It was soon torn down and replaced with the present
Sunday School building.

My activities during my thirty-three years in
Chatham were many and varied. I taught Sunday School,
collected for and later helped organize drives for Red
Cross, United Campaign Fund, Polio, etc, served on the
Republican County Committee, on the Vestry of St. Paul's
Church, and on such Boarde as the Woman's Club, the P.T.A.,
the United Campaign and the Chatham Historical Society. I
also did volunteer work at Overlook and was a member of a
Hospital Twig, and helped with numerous wartime activities
and other town and church projects throughout the period.

Living in Chatham during those particular years
(1929-1962) offered opportunities to participate in a great
many new and interesting ventures (and most of the towns-~
beople took part) for those were the years of Chatham's
greatest growth.

(P.S. I no longer live in Chatham, but a great big piece
of my heart will always be there. F.G.)
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Mrs. Ralph Greenidge

100 Pairmount Avenue (about 1910)
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FOREWORD

In rowing a hoat one learns how to look backwards, so
| that he may secure direction for moving forward, |

This record of the achievements of our spiritual fore-
bears can serve such a purpose for us, and more. Indeed,.
1t preserves for posterity an account of those labors of
love performed by.our predecessors. ‘Their works rightfully
should be remembered. Further, this history illustrates
for us the value and lmportance of approéching our church
problems in the posture of Christian falth, Truly, 1t can
provide us with that inspiration which is 80 essential irf
we are to persevere patiently in Christ's splrit, and with
& vision of our possible future which 1s solidly based on
the achievements of the past.

Thus, we are indebted to our History Committed for
this worthwhiie enterprise. May its challenging message

move us to a larger service in the church of Jesus Christ,

CL . L J
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HISTCRY OF CHATHAM METHOR2IST CHURCE .
' ' ' \

' To appreciate the bzginning of Methodism in Chatham we
should have, as background, a brief look at the early histcry of
Chatham; unbelievable as it seems, we must go back to the year

|

of 1786. Tuhink of it! What a heritage we of the Chatham
i

i
'

Methodist Church nossess!
The early history of Chatham ls most interesting. To under-
stand 1t we must taks into consideratlion 1ts location on the
main road running \from Elizabeth Town and Newark to the interlor
of the northern part of‘New Jersey; here at the crvossing of tli
Passaie River, 1t was a source of water for flour and grist mills,
saw mills, and other actlvitlies depending on power for operation.
Hence the name "Crossing", by which name Chatham was known until
1773; when 1t was changgd to Chatham, in honor of William Pitt,
Earl of Chatham, the famous British parliamentarian. |
Chatham, or "Crossing", was.really a trading post in there
early days; the farmers from the west brought thelr srain and
produce here and sold either to the mills or to buyers from
Elizabeth Town and Newark. Journeys were long and tedlious, since
transportation was horse drawn and wagons were generally without
springs. So "Crossing" at Passalc Bridge was a naturcl location
for over-night stops and taverns of which there were a number, -
‘several bearing well-known Chathém names. Most of the business
was located on the east. side.of the riverlbridge, but later wmcve .
westward to Passaic Avenue.

Dﬁring the winter of 1779-17830 when Washilngton's zrmy was
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encamped in Jockey Hollow and Morfistown, General Washington
visited in seversl houses In Chatham, one of which, the Tallmadge
residence én Main 3treet - two dooﬁs west of Tallmadge Avenué 1ls
still standing at this writing. - -

Alsc in 1779 a printing press was set up by Shephard
Kollock near the "Liberty Pole" at the Chatham bridge,vwhere he
printed and published The New Jersey Journal until 1783, a weekly
newspaper favoring the Continental cause, Many interesting
advertisements offering for sale or barter the nebgsgities - and
luxuries - of life, and the sale or exchange of Neg;o slaves,
may be found in its columns. Regarding Mr. Kollock's ability as
a printar and publisher, the folloﬁing.paragraph by the secretary
of the New Jersey ﬁistorical Soclety at Néwark speaks eloquently:

"Among the early printers whose names adorn the annals of
the New Jersey press, none stands wilith greater brilliance than
that of Shephard Xollock. Not only did he achileve honorg in the
field of printing, publlishing and Journalism, but he enjoyed the
unigue distinetion of belng the piloneer printer in the three
New Jersey towns, Chatham, New Brunswiék, and Elizabeth Town."

Against this brief birds-eye-view of éarly Chatham let us

turn to
METHODISM IN CHATHAM

As already noted, the year wasg 1786. Prom our modern view-
point of Christlian unity and close church cooperation we find it

difficult to understand why the early Methodist itinerant preacher
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_3_
was reccr L. wicon such disfavor by other o oo Trua,
.sCham v no worse than other places.

Nevertheless, we note with regret that when Reyer@nd

L]

:kiel Cooper, the first Methodist itinerant préacher of whom

"ot in athar . attempted to preach, he

nave record, se” T
wus questioned ag .o nls authority To 2ach ana .. zcted by
any to be wrrested. The prejudice against Method tho

early days was deep-rooted. We rejoice that today tinis narrc

bigotry 1s a thing of the past, and that we now enjoy a close

fraternal fellowship among .« Chu-~hes.
So in 1786, fiv vears Lor . the ¢ . in 1791 of

John Wesl: , founde. . Methodlsm, and a li.vle more (han a year

after the .istorlc C..ristmas Conference at Baltimore w. American .
g' ‘hodlism was organized, we bave our [irst records ou 10¢.8m in

sham. |

When the Elizabeth Town circul as organized in 7,

Chactham was part of this ciréuit. ‘A ording to . ' 1
1787, there were 240 church members in the cilxrcult ST
of whom were members of the Chatham Society. The . 2alsc
st..tes that there were 1l preachers in New Jersey & cotal of

34 members. In 1794 the Elizabeth Town circult em. .ued St~

Island, Middlesex, 5 3%, Bergen, and xurris Counties. For :
yearé Ellzabeth ~ staten Island, Ra. 7, Turke&,,(now New
Providence), Ch iockaway Valley, Be-leville, and Jere
were prbminent & ments on‘the éircuit.

.

The "Societ; ;om of organization £c - Methodism ¢ sisted

of class meetlngs d in various homes ar -isited at regular
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intervals by circult preachers. Meanwhile regular éhurch
services were conducted by the circult preachers of first, the
Essex, then'the Whippany, and finally the Madison circuits. 1In
1852, Chatham became a sepérate charge wlth w111iam H. Dickerson
as the first pastor. "It remained a separate appolntment for

10 years when, in 1862, Livingston was attached. In 1866-1867

it became égéin a part of the Madison cilrcuilt, wiﬁh James M.
Tuttle as pastor. In 1868 1t became a separate appointment égain
with H.J. Woods as pastor. It has bemained a separate'charge
ever since, with the exception of one year, 1876 .when Livingston
was attached.": : |

A word or two about these early Methodist class meetings and
the members glive an interesting insight into early Methodism.

The class meetings were occaslons of great spiritual power, and
conversions were not infrequent. They were held in private homés
or other available\quarters,'and conducted by class leaders,
exhortors, and 1ocai preéchers.

The quarterly meetings were frequently held in barns, or
even out doors, and lasted two or three days. These were stirring
occasions and resulted, usually, in several conversions,

Thomas Morrell and Robert Cloﬁd appear to be the first
preachers in Chatham from the Elizabeth Town circuit.

However, "the founder of Chatham Methodism as given in The

Christian Advocate of January 15, 1857 was Isaac Searles."2 While
st111 young he moved to Chatham and is credited with establishing
regular Methodist preaching and of forming a permanent Methodist
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Church., Fod 20 years his home was thg oniy home for itinerant
preachers; -among the gallant band who shared hig hospitality
was the beloved Bishop Francis Asbury. . While iiyins in Chatham
Isaac Searles fitted out with a horse and all bhe‘neceséary
itinerant equipment two preachers, men who 1aterlgecame
prominent members of the New Jersey and Philadelphia&conferences.
For most of dur information about the early Chatham Methodist
Church we are indebted to Reverend John Hancock, genérally known
as Father Hancockq‘ This information comes to us in Father
Hancock's handwriting in an old church record bearing the date of
i February 23, 1849, The‘particulars of which he wrote were
substantiated by papers in hls possession. He was born in
Springfield, New Jersey, in 1776, hut spent the major part of his
life'in Madison and vicinity and was oohverted 1h a clasgs meeting
at Cheapside. (This was the section including part of Chatham and
West Livingston ) ‘
Since Father Hancock was intimately connected with early
Chatham Methodism and played so important, a role in the rise of
Methodism, perhaps it might be enlightening to record a few high-
lights from his dedicated 11fe. Records 1n his own handwriting
tell of his early years during the Revolution, of his contributions
to the family!'s needé at the age of 9, and of his life work as a
~farmer in Florham Park. We learn that after a full day's work on
the‘farm, he carried oﬁ his free lance preaching and evangelism
in the evenings; wheneVer and wherever opportunity presented 1tself.

About the age of 25, due to the frequent absence of the



-1 The old home of "Father" John Hancock, pioneer Methodist
-1 preacher, which 1s still held by his ddscendants. The

:{ house, which stands at the intersection of Ridgedale and
Greenwood Avenues, has been in the hands of the famlily
since the Revolutlion, having come to John Hancock from
his stepfather. First Methodist prayer meetings in this
area were held in the front room of the house for many
years.and, in addition, the old preacher rode circult to
preaching stations as far away as Englewood. He served
without pay and paid his own expenses, making a living
by farming and broom manufacture, ,
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minlister of the Hanover Presbyterian Church to which he belonged,
he sought religious guldance in a Methodlast Society, pfobably
held in the home of Brainérd Dickinson. (Inoidentally, this house
is still stahding at the end of Dickerson ILane in West Livingston. )
He later Jolned the Methodilst Sobigtyqon December 13, 1801, and was
licensed to preach in 1802 or 1803, though there 1s evidence that
he preached both at private homes and school houses at least a
year before that. However, after Jjolning the Megﬁodist Church in
Chatham, he preached in Newark when there were bﬁt 5"members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in that city. The rapid rise of the
Methodist Societiles is surely traqeable to dedicated, sturdy souls
like John Hancock.

| One of the moét 1ntereéting things about Hancock's preaching
- was his flalr for expreésiné his thoughts in verse. Perhaps the
fact that he thought out hip sermons and letters as he waiked\
behind the plow, and therefore was unable to record them on paper,
m;ght account for this. Here are three'of his sermons 1n verse:

1, On the sale or rental of pews:
"Respect to persons here should ne'er be shown
. Each man should sit as though 1t were his own; .
The rich and poor should meet, and pray and hear,
And no man dread, and nothing have to fear,
The man who works for fifty cents a day
Should have a seat, though he has naught to pay
And she that scarce had bread enough to eat,
In God's own house should always have a seat.
God's house and grace, wlthout specific sum,
Should be enJoyed by all who choose to come.
Come then, and hear, without debate or strife,
The Word of God and seek eternal life,"

[
[



2.

In 1839, when he was silxty-three years of age, we have the

- T -

on' the use of playing cards, (new in this area at
that time.) .

"Time 1s a Jjewel, which .God has kindly given
That we may seek and find. our way to heaven;
But thoughtless men believe it 18 no ocrime
To spend that Jjewel in some valn pastime.
I saw one eve, as I passed through the street,

A soclal circle around a table set:

From all appearance, I belleve they were
Engaged at cards, and not in humble prayer.

\Mmﬂﬁ‘#ﬂ‘%@u L

Then I reflected, as I passed along,

- How great the folly of thils heedless thron
And millions more thus throw thelr time away,
In sinful pleasures or in childish play,
Whlle God they nelther. serve, belleve nor fear
T11ll death arrests them in thelr wlld career.
In that dread hour, the gulilty sinner's cry ‘
Is, "Sinful wretch, I'm not prepared to die."
Sure, that's not harmless then, which leads to harm,
And in death's hour produces dread alarm;
Those recreations, too, which murder time,
In God's own Judgement, all amount to crime."

Oon Modern Orthodoxy:

"Lo, every sect and every man
Clalms orthodoxy for hls plan,

Thinks and maintainsg, with all his might,

Others are wrong, and I am right,

And thus, while earnestly engaged,
A holy war 1s qulckly waged;

Each means to fight and fight t111 be
Exterminates all heresy.

Hail, mighty heroes in this war,
Speed on your Juggernautic car,

With party banners wide unfurled,
Drive all Religion from the world."

' following mlnutes concerning his work:

" Traveled thils year ------mcecmua- 2406
Days away from home --=--e--w=-w - 154
Meetings held )-=----=c-—cmmmammw 161
EXPeNses ==--eemmmmeac—o- ———— 31 .33

14,05

Recelved in, cagh ~=mrmeem— e ————

' Expenses aboveQreceipts ———————— $ 5.28
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In 1840 the following items appear:

. Traveled thils year --~-cemeecmcace-- 1961
Days away from home =w-wec-mmcecne-- 95
Meetings held --=~<emmwmmemecnaw—— 111
EXPeNBSes —-=——==—mmeem—— 43,91
Recelved in ca8h ==-mmmeeeccememe—— 3.40
Expenses above receipts --~----w- $40.51

\.

How do we stand in comparison with a record illke that? .

Referring to John Hancock's history of the Chatham Méthoqist
Church we learn that at an early date - prior to 1800 - "a chﬁrch
was built in Chatham, where regular services were held by the
elrcult preachers for méhy years up to about 1830."3 One of the
prominent members of the early chatham Church was Brainard
Dickinaon who was present at John Hancock's conversion. "This
church was owned and occupled by the Methodists and was the
central place for publlo and religious worship on the Sabbath nh

The first Methodist Church building stood North of Mailn .
Street and West of the Bridge over the Passalc River, near what
18 now Univergity'Avenue.' "It was located at the corner of
' Cheapside Iane (different from Cheapside Road) and what 1s now
Main Street. The exact location appears to have been where
Shephard Kollock printed the New Jersey Journal in 1782,"5'to
which reference has been made.

Quoting from Philhower's History of Chatham we read the

following description of this first church., It was "a two-story
building without bell or cupola, and had galleries on three sides

136
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of the walls, These Were used only when the congregations were
‘unusually large, which happened inevitably on the occasion of a
funeral. There was no stove in this church until the year 1820,
Previous to this date each worahipper elther brought a foot
warmer with him or suffered with the cold. The only lights used
were candles'éhd those who attended church went on foot, horse-
back or in a spring-less wagon. Beslide the minister in his
elevated pulplt there reguiarly stood at his right the chorister
whose business 1t was to set the pitch with his tuning fork and .
lead the singing."G |

~ W.C. Wallace, in his book Qld Chatham describes the Church

as'follows: "The form of the old bullding was an oblong square,
the length parallel with the étreet. There was one gallery on
the front side running east and west and opposlte on the north
slde was the pulpit. On each side of 1t were several pews and
alsles leading from the front door. There was a singing choir
located in the gallery, but no instrument." According to Mr.

Herbert Strong in his Stories of Old Chatham, Mr. Wallace's

book "gives the only description in captivity of the interior of
this Union Church. n? Apparently the degcriptions differ somewhat.
Until this church was ‘built 1n Chatham, the Methodists here
were related to the Church at Turkey (now New Providence.)
We continue the story of the firat Methodist Church quoting
from William Hampton's Historx‘gg Chatham Methodism. "When about

the year 1825, in consequence of a division of the Presbyteérian

Congregation at Bottle Hili,(nbw Madison) that part belonging to

the village of Chatham and vicinity formed a separate congregation.

138
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It was then proposed and:agreed to that the 0ld Methodist Church
should be repaired which was done at a cost of $800, and then to
be used by the Methodlsts and Presbyterians Jolntly. The
Presbyterian Society‘being much the larger and having a stated
pastor, resulted in the Methodists having but & small share in
the use of the house,” "8 Ihis church was known as the Unlon Church
of Chatham. .However, the time came when dlssensions arose bgtween
the two denominatlions, and the arrangement thus became no lonéer
feaslble or satisfactory. The Presbyterians withdreﬁ and bu@lt
& new church a little fgrther west on Main 3treet which they
calied the Village Church.of‘Chatham.

In the meantime ﬁhe old church was torn down, and the'
Methodlsts found themselves without a meeting place. They decided
‘to buy a new site and erebt & new church, The new location was
on the South-east corner of Main Street and Summit Avenue, Title
was taken on October 22, 1832

OUR SUMMIT AVENUE CHURCH

| "A comparison of the relative purchasing power of the dollar
is revealing, for this new .lot which extended far enough along
Summit Avenue to have‘roomlfor & burying ground behind the church,
cost only $100. And 1ncred1b1e as 1t seems, the entire cost of
the new Church was $1,200. ‘Dedication services were held on July
18, 1833. | | |
The pillars of this Méthodist Church, bdullt in 1832—1833,

vwere John Hancéck, Josﬁua Ward, Brainard Dickihson, Matthlas
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Swain, J. Brookfield, S. Bonnell, Phllemon Dickinson and Isaac
Searles.

Tn 1852 an additlon was necessary so six feet were added to
the front and a gallery was added at a cost of $600. Again in
1870 improvements and changes were made. The old-fashioned
windows consisting of "one set of double sash windows ‘above
another llike an ordinary factory"g were removed. The ladies of
our church who in the past have made lgvely drapes‘fof the church
will admire the skill of‘Mrs. Nelson Kelley, who curtained these
old-fashioned windows by "pasting large sheets of Manila paper
together. Modern church windows wlth shutters opening inside,"lo
replaced the old ones. One other‘change wags made: the old-
fashloned high pulpilt was removed and a new low one took its place,
The cost this time was $1,058,

At the 50th anniversary celebration of the church in 1882
;the matter of a pargonage,for the minister and his family was
discussed and decilded upon. ~Accord1ng%y, during, the pastorate of
Rev. S.D. Jones, a parsonage was bullt on part of the origlnal lot
and completed in 1884 at a cost of $2,933. ‘This‘building, as of
today, is still standing, an? is the old Van Salisbury house, the
third house from the corner of Main Street and Summit Avenue.

During the pastorate of Rev. Nicholas Van Sént considerable
money‘was raised for further ilmprovement of the éhurch, Money
ralsing for further improyemepts and debtlretiremgnt contlnued to

be a maJor prob1em‘dur1ng‘the pastorate of the following minister,
Rev. Joshua Mead, 1888-1892; he is of particular interest to us for
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both his son and grandson have been actively ldentified with our
church., Frank Mead, his son, was for a period of half a century
a hard working, falthful church meﬁber. His grandson Rev. Dr. ,
Frank.Mead, as we shall hear later, was the speaker at the evenlng
service celebrating the 50th anniversary of a later church and
again at the service celebrating the 125th aﬁniversary of the
' 1832 church. Thus, we have three generations of devoted Meads
in Chatham Methodism. | C |
In 1896 the church éfected in 1832-1833 was‘prpnouﬁced un-
safe by a Morristown architect and again thé congregatlon was
without a church home., For two yéars services were held in
what was then known as Kelley's Hall, above the grocery store
of Nelson Kelley - now 244246 Main Street. K
In July of 1898 the quarterly conference voted to- build a

new church, and 80 came 1nto being -
OUR CENTER STREET CHURCH

The pastor, Rev.. John O. Sparnon, who came to Chatham in
1894, had been actively advocating a new church. He, together with
 Frank Kelley, J.H. Conklin and M.K. Hopping, formed the building
committee. The lot on Center Street was purchasedifor $1,000,
which was paid in ¢ash. The momentous day of 1gying_the corner
- stone was November 5, 1898. This corner stone was the old corn;r
stone taken from oﬁr 1832 church. Unfortﬁnately, however, 1t

proved to be solid, so no records were found. Since the corner
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stone was 1in good‘condition it was declded to hollow 1t out, cut
a box into it, letter 1it, and use 1t as the corner stone for the
1898 Center Streetychuroh.l Appropriate papers and records were
placed in the corner stone, about which we will hear more, later
in this history. .

On Sunday, March 19, 1899, this lovely new sanctuary was
dedlcated. Three different services were held that day, and
despite a very stormy day = in fgct it ﬁas one of‘the worst storms
of the year - large conéfegations were,pregent, "qisplaying afdor
no storm could dampen.,"

Thinking back to the unfavorable reception the first
itinerant received from the Presbyterians.and the serious
dlissension at the time of thenUnion Church, let it be noted hére'
that many members of thé local Presbytérian Church contributed
" llberally to the new bﬁilding enterprise, In fact, the recbrds
tell of a Mr. w1111aﬁ walléce, who within three days after the
'0ld church had been pronounced unsafe, told éhe President of the -
Boafd of Trustees that he would glve $1,000 to the erection of a
new Methodist Church. Truly, the bigotry and bitternesé of days
gonie by had been replaced by a new spirlt of Christlan brotherhood.

In April 1899 the old church property was sold to Joseph H. ‘
Conklin for $985; in the same year the Rev, Vim.,J. Hampton was
apbointed to the pastorate. Under his guldance and inspiration
énough money was raised so .that when the Board of,Trustees met on
November 3, 1900 it was declared that all out-standing bills

against the new church hédfbeen paid, and the church stood free



INFORMATION RECEIVED AFTER COMPLETION OF MISTQRY

| Number 9 on Summit Avenue, presently occupied by Mr,
and Mrs. Willard Pollard has an interesting history.

When in 1899 Mr. Joseph Conklin bought the old 1832
Squit Avehue Church propérty he salvaged the materlial and
built a house intending to live in it himself. However, he
- 80l1d the house to hils sister, who i1s Mrs. Pollard{é mother-
in-law. This house, bulilt on the old cemetery spot is #9
Summit Avenue, and 1is about 63 years old.

Mrs. Pollard tells us that the stained glass ‘window
in the hall dates back to the ériginal building; also that
the original bookcase doors, w?ile removed, have been saved.
o Next to #9 18 the old Parsonage, which dates back to
1884, A . H,'“ E
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from debt, And, according to Rev. Hampton, "A general spirit of
re joicing prevailed."12 During his two years! pastorate this .
minister wrote hia'History of Chatham Methodism - 1786-1900,

ﬁo which numerous references have been made. We are most grateful
- for bhis excellent and ilnteresting History.

Following the Hampton pastorate came the appointment‘of Rev.
Dorr F. Diefendorf 1h 1901, who organized an Official Board con-
sisting of the members of the Board of Trustees and the Board of
Stewards. It was decidédwto erect a new parsonage on the north
side of the new church. The lot cost $450, and the bids for.phe
parsonaée totaled $4,027, which was partly financed by tbe sale
of the old parsonage on Sﬁmmit Avenue for, $2, 750 Early in 1903
Dorr Diefendorf and his bride moved into the new parsonage. | |

The Church at this time consisted of the Sanctuary and a
large Sunday School room, separated by two big sliding doors whioh,
when opened, 1ncrea§éd the seating capaclty of the church con-
- siderably. Behlnd these were two other smaller rooms. The kitchen
was in the basement; when fhg women wanted to serve a supper,
tables were set up in the Sunday School room, the food was pre-
Ipared in the kitchen downstairs, and conveyed upstairs by means of
a dumb waiter to one of the small rooms and éerved from there, a ‘
system which, while excellent 1n the early days, became cumbersome
as'thg popularity of the Methodist dinners grew,
| There were compafatively few changes in chufch property from
this time until 1922, It was a period of financial depression

and expenses, although very low as compared to present standards,

were difficult to meet,
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B Center Street Church in 1939 after addition of "The
' (Green Room" ‘
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Nevertheless, during the pastoraﬁe of Rev. Edward Betterton
"between 1923-1929 the men of the church with the financlal backing
’of the newly-formed Entertainment Committee - now the Fellowshlp
Society ~ bullt a new kitchen at the back of the church on the
.maiﬁ floor of the bulilding.

In 1932, during the pastorate of Rev. Curtis B. Geyer, a
centennial celebration of the Methodist Church in Chatham,
commemorating the bullding of the original church at Main Street
and Summit Avenue, was held during the week of November 13th-20th.
Special meetings and celebrations were held each evening during
‘the week, closing with Thank Offering Sunday.

The year 1939 saw the national unification of the three .
branches of Methodilsm - the'Méthodisﬁ Eplscopal, the Methodist -
Eplscopal South, and the-Meﬁho@ist Protestant, From then on we
were kn6Wn ag the Methodis§thurch."

- The need of more spacéffor{divisions of grades and classes
fbr effective church.schobl wofk, as well as for soclal
activities continued to be a pressing problem. Early in 1939, at a
meeting of the Officilal Board,eru Fred Walters, Sr., suggested
that "a room be added to’the church which would extend the present
end of the kitchen along the wall of the Beginners Room untll even
with the rest of the building's rear."l3 This plan was approved
and during Rev. Edward Callender's pastorate in the summer of 1939
the "Green Room" céme inté‘being, under the able leadership of Mr,
Walters. Because the men of the church gave liberally both of

materials and time, a beaﬁtiful room was bullt at comparatively
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little expense.

In 1943 the church funds were augmented by the receipt of a
legacy of $6,000 bequeathed in the will of Miss Anna Wilcox. About
half of this amount was used to cancel a mortgage made necéssary in
1925, and which had been carrled for many years, In June, 1943,
the Officlal Board was informed that the mortgage had been paid off,

and a "Mortgage Burning CeremonY" was held. Again;"A spirit of
rejolcing prevalled" as once agaln the church property was "free and
clear.

And now we enter & new phase in the life of Suburban History.
In our particular pommunity i1t was something we could sense coming, .
but when or in what proportion was indefinite, and so no prepa-
ration of a positive nature had taken place. TFor the past thirty
,yeafs, 1914-1944, very little growth in population and housing in
Chatham and surrounding country had béen recorded. The boom perilod
of the late 1920's had been discounted by the-depression of the
early thirties, and Chatham was Just beglnning to recover when the
second European war put a stop to all civilian bullding operations,
The close of the war in 1945, and the readjustment following, made
an enorﬁous change in phe population and the facilities to take care
of the people in Chatham and surrounding country. The potential of
the "A" Bomb, as demonstrated'by 1ts use at Hiroshima, caused many
industrial concerns to move their plants, and many employees moved
out to adJacent areas to 11ve. .Until this time, construction of
new homes had been limited almost -entirely to single houses, built
by 190&1 builders, but now as the demand for additional housing

\ t t
t
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increased, professional bullders came to Chatham and vicinity
to operate .on a larger scale and on a speculation basis.

Insofar as Metﬁodiam was affected, membershlp was increased
over 100% in the ten years from 1944 to 1954, wiﬁh correaponding
increases in our Church School. Our facilitles were 1nadequaté
and additional space was rented in the Amefican.Legioﬁ Hall in
1952 and in the 0dd Fellows Hall in 1953. This arrangement was
very unsatisfactory, as the idea of a unified Church School was
entirely lost. The capacity of the church auditorium was also
very often 1inadequate at the regular 1l o'clock service, 80 in
'1950 the two-service system; with identlcal services at 9:30 and
11 o'clock, was adopted and provéd'very popular. Thege crowded
conditions were also prevaleht in other phases of publilc |
educational work in Chatham, ‘In 1945 the Board of Education of
Chatham requested our permission'for temporary use of é large
‘room in our church which was granted; this was considered an
emergency - which incidentally, lastedifor three years!

All indications polnted toward a contlinuation of the growth
‘of suburban communities; and Chatham as well as édjbining
territory was admirably located for this expansibn.

It-might be of general interest at this polint to revlew 'the
census figures of Chatham'Borough; as recorded bj the Federal

Census:
YEAR POPULATION " YEAR | POPULATION
1910 1, 874 1940 -+ 4,888
1920 2 423 1950 v 7,321

1930 3,869 . 1960 9,604
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doing back how to 1946, during the pastorate of Rev. D, Afthur
‘Zook, plans were made to improve the appearance of the church .
Sanctuary and remodel it to conform ﬁore closely to established
sanctuary architecture, with emphasis placed on the altar. The
_conﬁract for this extensive renovation was let for $7,330.

By 1948 the renovation was completed including & beautiful
new Wurlitzer Organ donated by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Walters, Sr.
Inspirational, indeed, was our new sanctuary in its qulet beauty
and dignity. It was surely a grateful congregation that'ééthered
on October 10, 1948 to dedicate the organ and again on October 12th,
"1948 to dedicate the sanctuary. At the latter servlce our
vpresiding Bishop, G. Bromley Oxnam, delivered the address.

In 1949 came the 50th anniversary of our Center Street Church
which had been dedicated .on Margch 19th, 1899.

On November 20th, 19&9, we.held our special commemoration
services. The monn;ng serQice ﬁas a Thanksgiving service with
Dr. Rodda preaching. |

In the eyening the sermon was given by the Rev. Dr. Frank S.
Mead, to whom reference has already been made. A special feature
at this service was the presentation of former pastors.

We were very happy 1n‘our lovely renovated church, but in
1950 coming events began to cast thelr shadow before them. Both
the church and church school were growing very rapidly and 1t soon
became obvious that more room was golng to be needed. Accordingly,
the Committee on Conservation and Advance requested that there be

included in the budget for the year 1950-1951 "an amount equai to

i
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a minimum of 10% and a maximum of 20% of the Current Expense
Budget, the said sum to be used for a new building at this or
at another locatlon ow for'odding to this bullding. This fund

was not to be used for alterations, repalrs or maintenance of

the 'present building." ¥

Then in' September of 1951 it was reported to the Official
Board that the present bullding wag in an unsafe condition. It
was suggested that we starf looking forward to the purchasing

of a plot of ground.

A report in 1952 on our Sunday School accomodatlons revealed

the following:

1, 19 separate classes in the Church School

2. 11 of these receive thelr Christian education
in rented halls; The Leglon Hall on Passalc
Avenue and the 0dd Fellows Hall on' Maln Street,

3. 75 small chlildren whose activities do not require
such careful separation.

4, A converted storage room housing 2 classes.

5. Classes so closely packed the chlldren sit back
to back.

6. No unity of assembly.

. T+ The Church School attendance 18 twice what 1t

was 8 years ago.

It is also Interesting to note that since the breoent bullding
had been erected, the Boroogh populatiop has 1ncrea§edlsix fold.

In the meantime, committees were busy 1lnspecting possible
sites, sevérél of which had been suggested. There were many who
seemed to favor the 1ot on the corner of Coleman Avenue and Main
Street. A committee was therefore appointed to make a survey of
the good and bad points of sll of the suggested lots in comparison
with tbe Colemgn Ayenue lot.‘ Among the findings was the fact of
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the exceediﬁgly poor‘barking facilities of the Coleman Avenue
lot - a point of extreme importance which had been raised by
oﬁponentx of the Coleman Avenue lot. The other favored lot was
the Nursery property on Main Street, owned by Mr. Hanschitz,

| In November of 1951 the Quarterly Conference ﬁoved to re-
‘locate and tb begin raisiné.funds.

on February 26th,,1952'it was reported that the Negotiating
‘COMmittee had signed an agréemént with Mr. Hanschitz allowing the
Church to make test borings. The cOSt of the property was to be
$32 000, |

On October. 28th, 1952 the 0fficial Board was informed a
contract to bhuy the Nursery prqperty had been signed.

The First Crusade for raising pledges for the Building Fund
was launched in December 1952 with Mr, Charles Bueslng as
director. This Crusade was completed most successfully in the
30 allotted months with pledgés amounting to $100,000, over-
shooting the goal of $89,000. |

The Second Crusade was launched immediately upon completion
of the first one. However, in this Crusade, and the following
ones, we worked through the Board of Extension of the Methodist

Church, w th a minister as director.

A unit was to consist of an Education building and
an Assemp

" \\
Title was taken to the Nursery property on January 2nd,

1955.
~Again we note with 1nterest.that“€ke church membership had
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grown nearly 50% since thé decision to builqld new church was
“announced in the Fall of 1952. |
Contracts were signed with contractors on May 26th, 1955.

Then came & Red-Letter day on June 5th, 1955, when we broke,ground
for our new church, ‘ ‘ .
Work moved saﬁisfactorily and oh schedule, so that our new

building was ready for occupancy in late May of 1956.

' On a beautiful day - Saturday, May 26th, the first part of
our new church was open for public inspection. Mayor George
Reznlcek, several town officials, Douglas Angleman, president of
Chatham Borough Board of Education, other ministers of Chatham
and our Church leaders Jolned together with several hundred towns—
people at 4:30 for the brief'Ceremony. Particilpating in the
ceremonj were Dr. Fred Holloway, Presldent of Drew University and
the Rev. Olin Shute, Méthodiat District Supgrintendent. Follow-
ing the ribbon cutting by our Minister, Dr. Wm. F. B. Rodda,
guests inspected thé church; laper endoying refreshments served
by the ladles of the churéh. So we moved in and in the language
of Dr. Rodda "a new chapter*in the book of Chatham Methodism was

»

begu?.

THE MAIN STREET CHURCH
The first service in our new Church Home on May 27th, 1956

was a service of eonsecration conducted by the Rev, 0lin Y. Shute

and Dr. Rodda, who preached an inspiring sermon: = "The Sanctuary
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Speéks." Mr. Cameron S. Toole, chairman of the Church Expansion
Program anq Mr. A. K. Benneﬁt, president of the Board of Trustees,
officlated at the Presentatlon df the Keys. |

At the time of the sale qf the Center Street propertf to tﬁe
Borough of Chatham for $15,000 net, the cornerstone was reserved,

Reference has already been made to the cornerétone dating back to.

“the Summit Avenue Church.  The box which, as noted before, héd been

cut into the stone and filled with appropriate papers and doduments

pertaining to the 1896 church wag now to be removed and examined.
This event took place on Saturday, June 29th, 1957.
The contents were as follows:

A two page History of the Church -
List of Members and O0fficilal History of
the Stone and its Travels \
List of contributors

Photos
Six papers:
Chatham Press ~ Oct, 22nd, 1898
. Christian Herald - Nov. 2nd, 1898
Christian Advocate - Nov, 3rd, 1898 ‘
‘New York Tribune - May 1808
Union Signal - Oct. .13th, 1898
New York Weekly Witness - Oct. 26th 1898 .
29 coilns.
1 Campaign Button
1 Postage Stamp
Card of the Pastor of Calvary Methodist Church
in East Orange. \

]

This 18 the list of records found in the cornerstone ps reported

by Norman Dennis, Ghairman of the Records committee.
Unfortunately,:a good portion of this materlal had suffered

conslderable damage due to molsture. | .
We now approached a blg event in our Ghurch History: our

125th anniversary. On October 12th, 1832, the trustees of the
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1832 church were elected. One hundred and twenty-five years
.later, October 6 thru October 13th, 1957, a week-long
celebration marked this event, culminating weeks of preparation.

October 6th, 1957 we observed World-Wide Communion at the
morning service with Dr. Rodda preaching. The evening service
was one of the highlights of the celebration for it followed
the order of service of the. 1832 church. The ladies were .seated
on the left side of the church and the gentlemen oh the right.
Four young people, Dick Oort, Dick Wind, Tom Johnson and George
Whitehead dressed in the coéﬁume of the 1830's took the offering,
thus adding greatly to the historical atmosphere. The high point
'of the service was undoubtedly the sermon preached by Bishop
Herbert Welch, Senior Bishop of the Methodlst Church of America,
who,gat a vigorous 95 years”of age, preached on.the. topic "The
Church in Our ‘Times." |

The\Friday,eveping ppograﬁ consisted of a receptlion and a
tour of the Historical Exhibit prepared by our Church School
Students and Staff with help from the Chatham Library. The
exhibit created a great deal of interest with 1ts historical
scenes deplcting our Church History clear back to the early
¢ircult rider. Aléo at this time the former pastors were greeted
and a Historical Pageant pﬁesented.

Sunday morning, Octobér 13th, climaxed the celebration of
our 1l25th anniversarykwitﬁ an exceptionally outstanding service
at which the Rev., Dr, Frank Mead preached & powerful sermon: "I

Love Thy. Kingdom, Lord."
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HISTORICAL EXHIBIT PREPARED BY CHURCH SCHOOL
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In the afternoon we were happy_to&greet many of qur friends
from town who seemingly enjoyed our exhiblt, pageant, and refresh-
ments. And so, came to a close & week of remembrance‘and'gratitude.

| May 1958 saw the conclusion of the Second Crusade with pledges
amounting to $130,000. By March, 1959 enough money had been raised
to pay off the mortgage. o |

Accordingly, on October U4th, 1959 a service of dedicaﬁion ﬁas
held at which time Bishop Frederick B. Newell, New York Area; and
the Rev. Paul A. Callender, Westérn District Superinteﬁdent and Dr,
'Rodda led the congregation in the Dedication Service and the |
Mortgage Burning. A clear title to the property was then presented
to Mr. A. K. Bennett, Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

The total cost of $302,705.53 covered the cost of the‘site,
Education Bullding, Fellowship Hall and equipmenf

In May of 1958 the Third Crusade was launched and completed
in May 1961, with a total of $161,000 in pledges”

On January 28th, 1961 the Quarterly gonference approved the
Fourth Crusade for $200,000. At this meeting plans for the
Sanctuary we#e shown, discussed, accepted and dirécted to be
completed for bidsf At this time 1t might be hélpfui and perhaps
surpﬁising, to note the increase in'church membgnshib from June |
1948 when the Center'stneet Church waslremodeled until May 1961:

June 1948 - U426 members .
May ‘1961 - 1,225 members

Every organization in the Church, including Ehe bhurch School,
‘has labored-hapd and faithfully during these years.. Perhaps

special mention should go to the Woman's Soclety of Christian

\

1
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Service, who by various means as Bazaars and Antique shows have
earned thougands of dollars'for the Bullding Fund. Here, too,
let us mention the Easter Egg prodéct by the Men's Club, a”shorp
story'of which, written by Mr. George Ort, follows:-

THE EGGS AND WE
_ Noah Webster, who aslrér a3 can be determined had nothing to'
do with the Chatham Methodist Church, has 1denti?ied an egg as
"an oval or spheroidal reproductive body produced by birds and
many reptlles, from which, after a period of 1ndubation or
development, the young hatchés out." |

It doubtless would oome}aS'some surprise to'Mr. Webster to
observe an annual three ﬁeeka‘period each Lenten 'season in which
are pfoduced many thousands of luscious chocolatetcovered eggs
from ﬁhich, after a period of development; there will ﬁatch out
& beautiful church etructufe. The egg manufaoturing process has
become almos€ a tradition of the Men'sICIuﬁ. The idea and the
lmow-how were borrowed; the 1gboﬁ.and some other incidentals are
contributed and‘the annual result 1s a highly pfofitable operatioh
from which the Men's Glub has been ‘able to unde?t;ke and satisfy a
substantial financial obligation to the bullding #&nd.

Many years ago, when the Men's Club pledge tolthé fund was
Imperative, but tﬁe women had a corner on fund raising ldeas, a
member suggested an undertaking he had observed once at the Kearny
Methodist Church. \Bécause'opr needs were .great, we approached the

project in a big way. Our purchasing agents for chocolate, sugar,

168

.butter, and coconut scoured the market for the best wholesale prices,
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A member of the congregation, whose business was the manufacture
.of épecial@y tools, created the hand-operated molds which are still
in use. Another emissary visited professional candy manufacturers
and learned the intricate process of temperature control of
chocolate so the eggs would retaln thelr rich brown color. A few
women were encouraged to help, but each succeeding year more women
assisted in order to be near thelr husbands. Then the chlldren
'began coming to be near their mothers. '

Statistics are cold, llke the chocolate must be for dipping,
but 1t should be reported that almost as many eggs are made
annually as crab grass has seeds -- to be more specific, over
2,200 dozen.* Thelr fame has spread, and as persons who have
enJoyed them have moved further away, orders now arrive from
across the oceans. |

No matter whether the eggs are, as Mr, Webster indicated,
oval or spheroidal -- and there are some of each -- the taste is
the same and the reaction produced 18 uniformly expressed 1in
Master Oliver Twist's famous plea, "more."

#The records show that 16,103 dozen eggs have been made since

the project started, and a total of $12,632,61 earned for the
Building Fund. (The Committee.)

And 80, in the early fall of 1961 we have brought our history
up-to-date. ‘Ground—breaking for the new sanctuary probably will
not take place before 1962.

It would be impossible to mention by name all the individuals
who hgve worked so untiringly for the bullding of our new;churbp;

K
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but we cannot conclude our History without expressing our devotion
.and gratitude to our pastor, Dr. Wm. Rodda who has inspired and

guided us since 1949.
‘Knowing that "Except the Lord build the house, they labour

in vain that bulld 1t" - Psalm 127-I, let us pray earnestly that
the last two lines of the poem we are using in conclusion may be

true about our new Church.

"Beautiful i1s the large church,
With stately arch or steeple;
Nelghborly 1s the small church,
With groups of friendly people;
Reverant is the old church,
With ‘centuries of grace,
And a wooden church or a stone church
Can hold an altar place,
\ And whether 1t be a rich church,
o ‘ Or a poor church anywhere,
| . Truly - it 1s a great church
S If God i1s worshiped there,"

‘ Author unknown,

Ntk v . ot T 5 [ . G . . e e

| The Church at Christmas in 1961. |

|
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PENNY A’ DAY SOCIETY

The first Woman's Soclety of the Methodist Church was
started May 23rd, 1882. It was called the "Penny A Day

Society." "'

Both men and women could be members, but only women

could be'officers.

The dues were a penny & day except on the Sabbath, and
were collected by members appointed for the purpose.

The obJject of the Society was to raise a Parsonage Fund

- to be used for furnishings, piying rent, intereét, 1nsurancé,]

repalrs, or for a sinking fund as the soclety desired.

There were 34 members and 10 were named as collectors.

Dues were to be collected every week and turned over to the

Treasurer at a monthly meeting.
At the first aﬁnual meeting, a complete report was made \
bf money received, ‘the amount being $185,11. Thqy had paild
for rent of Parsonage - $125.50, bedroom set - $28,00,
book. for Secretary and Treasurer - $.75, leaving a balance
of $28.86. | w
In 1893, the name was changed to the "Ladies Aid Society."

L



THE WOMAN'S FORETGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY

During the perliod when Rev, Dorr F, Diefendorf was Pastor
of our Church, in 190441905, a Mise Glenk came to our Church
to speak at a morning service, (Probably'the first woman

speaker to have a regular morning service.) Miss Glenk spoke

of her work as a Misslonary in Korea, and made a deep impression -

" on our minds. She urged that we start a Woman's Foreign
Missionary Soclety, which we did. o '

The dues for the Society were two cente a week and a prayer.
One of the dutles of the treasurer was to collect the dues, and
- even two cents a week was hard to.get in those days.

We raised money to'send to fereign missions:and money fer
Cenference work, by cake salee and luncheons. We attended
Conference and District Meetings to find out about the'work-

and frequently had speakers for our regulanr meetinge.

t
A
A}

THE WOMAN'S HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY

The Woman's Home.Miseionary Seoiety wag organlzed in our
Church in 1915 or 1916, They had many projects - sending money.
and supplles to the Ameriean‘Indiane; the Brooklyﬁkmephodist
Hospital; Ellils Island; Good Will Industries and the Home for
the Aged at Ocean Grove. ‘ o _

They attended Conference and District Meetinge and also had
‘speakers at the monthly meetinge; to tell of the Home Mieeionary

¥ D

I
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Work.
'In 1935, they combinéd'with the Forelgn Missionary Soclety
and held Joint meetings until the Woman's Soolety of Christiaen

Service .was formed in 1940.°
THE WOMAN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE

The Woman's Society'of ChristianvService was started in our
Church and throughout Methodist;Chuﬁches in the United States, in
1940, ) .: |

' There were many obJjections at first, as the Ladles Aid and
the Missionary Societies didn't want to give up tﬁeir organizationd.
But, to their'surprise, 1t.866n became a great success,
| There were 84 Charter Members and Mrs. Edward D. Callender,
wire of our Minister, became the first Presldent and did a
splendid Job of organizing with the help of officers and members
of the former socletles, |
| One innovation was the idea of haviﬁg officers for two years
only. The old custom of keeping a sebt of officers for twenty-five
years or more was abolished. This made it easler to get officers
and gave more pedple a chdnce to work.

Today, twenty-one yeafs later, we have two hundred and
sixfyffour members with an annual budget of $2,325.00 raised by .
“individual pledgeé; We'hivé earned and paid $34,000 into the
building fund and have pledged an additional amount of $12,000
in the fourth bullding fund‘campaignlw”ﬁ
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We are divided into nine groups of from 20-25 women

each‘which.have meetings bnce a month in the homes. We also
have a QGeneral Meeting, for all members, once & month at the

Church., Our programs are planned to entertain, but always to

keep us informed of the many phases of the work of the Woman's

'Sdciety of Christian Service, our purpose being

to unite all women of the church In
Christian Living and Service;

to help develop and support Christian
work among women and chlldren
around the world;

to develop the spiritual 1life;

to study the needs of the world;

to take part in such service activities
as willl strengthen the local church,
improve civic, community and world
conditions, ‘
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LIST OF PASTORS OF CHATHAM M. E, CHURCH

ESSEX CIRCUIT

1832 - John Woolson and John Buckley.
1833 - James Ayres, Arthur Lub, and
Washington Thomas.
1834 - Francis A, Morrell, Vincent
' ‘ Shepherd.

WHIPPANY CIRCUIT

1835 - Francis A. Morrell, Benjamin
Day.

1836 - William A. Wilmer, Wesley C.
Hudson.

1837 - ‘Robert Iutton, John S. Beegle,

MADISON CIRCUIT

1838 - Curtis Talley.
39 -40 - Crook S. Van Cleve.

George S. Wharton.

1842 43 - Charles S. Downs, George Hughes.

1844 - : Louis R. Dunn, Israel S. Corbit.

1845 - " Nicholas Van Sant, Garner R.
Snyder. .

1846 - Nicholas Van Sant, Robert S.
Harris. : -

1847 - . John Scarlett, John W. Barrett.

1848 - - John Scarlett,.

1849-50 - Joseph M. Plierson.

1851 - ‘ James  H, Dandy.

CHATHAM CIRCUIT S

1852 - William H. Dickerson.
1853 - William C. Nelson.'
1884 - .., Jacob B, Graw.

1855 - Philip Roden,

1856 - +  John F. Dodd. |
1857 - . Cornelius Clark, Jr.
1858 - Solomon Parsons, |
1859 - Thomas E. Gordon,

1860-61 - Isaac Cross.
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LIST OF PASTORS OF CHATHAM M., E. CHURCH

. CHATHAM and LIVINGSTON

1862-63 - " George W. D. White
1864-65 - Samuel ‘M, Stiles’
MADISON, GREEN VILIAGE, CHATHAM
1866-67 - James M. Tuttle ‘
CHATHAM
1869 - * John Brien
- 1870-72 - - James E. lLake
1873 - S. F. Palmer \ :
1874-75 - William H. Meesle u
1876 . - William R. Kelfer £
1877 - J. N. Dennison :
1878-79 - A. C. Ellls, 5
1880 - F. T. Ellison !
1881 - . Samuel Sargeant .
1882-84 - " Salmon D, Jones ’
1885-88 - Nicholas Yan Sant
1888-92 - Joshua Mead
1892-94 - " Gilbert H. Winans
18g4-99 - John 0. Sparnon
' 'CHATHAM CENTER STREET CHURCH
1899-1900 - William. J., Hampton
1901-04 - "Dorr P, Diefendorf
1905-07 - Harry E. Curta-
1608-09 - Morris D. Church .
1910-13 - John H. Egbert
1914 - F. S. Simmons
1915-16 - A. G. Schatzman
1916 - Arthur F, Torrance (Supply)
1917-18 - A. L. Fretz
1919-21 - " Blair S. latshaw
1922-28 -~ Edward Betterton
1929-31 -~ ‘Warren R, Neff
1932-33 - Curtis B, Geyer
1934-36 - ‘. W, P. Sheen | '
1937-43 - ,Edward D. Callender
194445 - William B, Kelle
1949.- Willliam F, B. Rodda
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FEBRUARY 25,‘1962

At a Special Quarterly Conference and Congregational

Meeting held on February 25, 1962, the reviged plans of the .
Sanctuary were presgnted by Dr. Weisel and his commlittee, |
The revision became necessary due to the fact that the bids
re¢91Ved on the original'plans on November 20, 1962 were in
excess of the estimated $435,000 by $165,000.

The changes made did not affect the Sanctuary itself;
“and after considerable discussion the revilised plans were
‘accepted by a vote of 101 in favor, U4 against.

And so it would appear'ﬁhat the expanslon program will
cﬁlminate in the occupancy of the new sanctuary probably in
October, 1963 - a little more than 15 years after the program
started in 1948 with the remodeling of the old Center Street
Church.

Statistlics are not always uninteresting. To wit:

In 1948 there were 426 members,

In May, 1956, when we ﬁoved into the Education Building
there were 764, M | .

When the 4th crusade opened in May 1961, there were 1,170,

When the last miiestone,’: the opening of the new sanctuary -
‘is reached, it 1s estimated that there will be about 1,300,
A

RN

w
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GROUND~-BREAKING-DAY

On a beautiful 3Sunday, the 17th of June 1962, another
momentous occaslion 1ln our Expansion Program wag observed:
"@Ground-Breaking-Day" for our new.sanctuary.

' Dr. Rodda's excellent sermon: "In Thils Faith We Build"
emphasized that the church of God is not the bullding but
the people. Therefore, in bullding a sanctuary we are bulld-
ing a home for God's people.

| Following the service, the 0fflcial Board }ined up in
two rows on the site of the future saﬁctuary and the people
fi1led between them to the‘beautiful outdoor altar,' preceded
'by the entire church schobl. , «

Everyone took part in éhe-impressive Ground-Breaking-
Ceremony led by Dr, Rodha; even down to the youngest who came
.prepared with thelr own shovels. |

Guest speakers were Mayor James Henderson, Mr. Jchn B%msey,
president of the Board of Education, and the Reverend J. Mark
Cdenwelder, Western District Superintendeﬁt, Newark Conference,

A Brass Choir conducted by Prqfeésor B. George Willlams,
Chatham High School led the singing of the two beloved old hymnsg
The Church's One Foundation and Faith of Our‘Fatﬂers. '

And now a grateful congregation will watch qith eager eyes

‘ , oo
ag our Sanctuary grows add becomes a realltby. oot
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Christa J, Fry (Mrs, L

Born in Jowa

Toured as a concert piano accordionist,
. ilad T y ol S 4o n :

Married YLloyAd i8 Fry who 1 an electrical engineer -

until retired - was associated with the Bell Telephone

IaYoratories, Inc, New York City

Came to Chatham 1929 - moved to Madison, N, J. 1963

™o children - Dorothy Ellen and Charles Hmary.

Both children attended Chatham publie schools from
4

kindergarten through high school - then on to

college, Now married and living away from Chatham,

4 Cedar Avenue, Madisen




Gudrun Jensen Brown

I was born in Denmark, the youngest of four children,
and came to America at the age of ten.

I began my educatlion in the new country in the fourth
grade and graduated from Monteclair State Coilege in the
days when 1t was a Normal Schools I continued my prepar-
ation for teaching by attending Rutgers Summer School and
by taking extension courses given by Newark State College.

I became a naturalized cltizen and in 1923 married
Stephen R. Brown, who 18 the son o6fcMr. and Mrs. Owen
Brown, former councilman and mayor of Chatham,

We have three children who attended Chatham schools
from Kindergarten through High School. Following college
they all married and have families of their own. Our
daughter's children are the fifth generation of Chatham
Methodlist Browns,.

I was a teacher in the Chatham School system for
elghteen years. I am a member of the Chatham Methodist
Church, the American Legion Auxiliary, National Retired
Teachers Assoclation, and the Chatham Historical Society.

HoME of Mro Mrs

STEPHEN.R. BROWN
48 1nwooD RoAD
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Tyler weisel Engelman, born March 1904 in philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Married in 1923 to Fred W. Engelman who was
born in wharton, New Jersey.

our son, Fred L., was born 1in New yYork City and now
resides in Irvington, New 5g¥ggy. He married Joyce Marie
Sothern from Ardsley-on-Hudson, New York and they have two
sons, Bruce Fred, eight years old and peter Cralig, three
years old. our son is the author of the book titled '"The
Peace of Christmas Eve'. Shortly after this book was
published, he received a gugenheim pellowship and 1s now
working on his second book.

Qur daughter, Marilyn Tyler was born in Chatham, New
Jersey and now lives in North wales with her husband Ronald
.D. 1Aauchmen and three children, pavid Ronald age 11, James
Fred, age 9 and Susan grace who 1s four years old.

I have been an active member of the Chatham Methodist

Church4 do volunteer work for the Tuberculosis Society in

morristomn. MR o [1RS FReD.W. ENGEEMAN o HoME 58 GARDEN Ave
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Beatrice B, Gafford
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"Symbolism in the Sanctuary"

A semmon preached at the opening service in the new Methodist Church Sanctuary
on September 29, 1963 by its minister, Dr. William F.B. Rodda

There is more symbolism in our daily life than any one of us recognizes.

For example, in order to control the flow of traffic, we have what are

called traffic lights. When the color is red, we stop usually; when it is
yvellow, we are cautious; and when it is green, we go. We never stop to think
about it, but the color speaks to us and gives us direction. Or again, you
take the matter of a handshake. Is there any better way to convey a greeting
to a person or to express the feeling of friendship for a person than through
a handshake? It is a symbol, it is a sign. Then there is the wedding ring.
It is only a piece of metal, but it speaks to us unmistakably of that shar-
ing of love and loyalty that makes a marriage infinitely meaningful. Finally,
consider a flag, the American flag, if you will, and when you lock at it

on certain occasions, you have a feeling that must have possessed the patriots
of the past, those who gave their blood for freedam. It is only a piece of
cloth, to be sure, but it is a symbol of samething that is great. I suggest
to you this morning that symbolism plays a far larger role in our daily life
than we perhaps realize.

Now this is all very relevant to our religion. Symbolism lends itself to the
intangible nature of religion, assisting in the process whereby the religious
intangibles can be expressed and experienced. Indeed, it is a major art in
the realm of religion. There is a silent language expressed purely by
symbols, and though you may think that this Sanctuary, in its beauty, is
marked by simplicity, I dare suggest to you there is far more symbolism in
this Sanctuary than you would at first realize.

Iet us, in mind's eye, go outside the building now and let us look at the
roof. We remenber that the roof area over the chancel is higher than that
over the nave, and that light comes streaming in from these high windows

and plays upon the great symbols of the Christian faith. This very roof
arrangement over the chancel area is a symbol. When you loock at the building
from outside, you realize that there is something in the chancel that is
eternally significant and that cames from above, as it were.

Then coming closer to the building, we stand in the front of it and there
we behold the four great doors -- and they are great doors. They speak to
us in the language of symbolism of the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John, by wham and through whom we enter into a knowledge of the
Christ. We then come into the narthex, cammonly called the vestibule, and
in the medieval church the vestibule or the narthex was the synbol of "the
world", and it was in the narthex that the non-comunicants and the penitent
were allowed to stand at the time of worship. (In those days it wasn't a
place for the latecomers.)
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Then we leave the narthex and enter into the nawve, which is the main body

of the Sanctuary. The first thing, of course, that meets your eye are the
pews. I wonder if it has ever occured to you that a church is the only public
building in existence that has pews, not chairs. The reason is significant.
The Christian faith emphasizes fellowship and not the individual. Individual-
ism is kept at a minimum while the body of Christian beliefs and concerns

that characterize a Christian people unites them in a common hope and fellow-
ship. Truly it is said, the church is a fellowship of the followers.

From the pews we sit and look at the windows. You notice the different
colors. The red, for example, is the most dominant color. The red, accord-
ing to the medieval church, stands as you might quess for sacrifice -~ the
sacrifice of Christ. This has led Christians to a holy zeal, so the red
symbolizes sacrifice and zeal, ideally daminant Christian attitudes. You
will also see purple. The purple, you might guess, stands for royalty and
this color speaks to us of the kingliness of the Man of Nazareth. You will
see blue, and blue represents Christian truthfulness and faithfulness and
loyalty. How many of us have said "he is true blue". That is where that
saying originated, for the symbolism of the color blue in the medieval
church stood for those sterling qualities which we even today greatly admire.
Then you will see amber. Amber indicates the presence of the fine gold of
integrity and honor.

Then moving down the center aisle, which is a symbol of man's path in life,
and as he walks through life, he lifts up his head and he beholds God. So
this is the symbolism of the center aisle. He beholds the chancel, and

the place that catches his eye is the altar. The altar has two meanings in
the symbolic language; first, it is a place of sacrifice, and secondly, it
says "God is present". When the workmen were completing the Sanctuary, the
altar was temprarily removed. It's hard to imagine how empty the Sanctuary
locked without the altar. So how subtly this object has spoken to us of
God -- God's presence! It speaks to us of God and on the altar are two
candlesticks and, of course, as you might surmise, they are symbolic of the
light of Christ. Christ said, "I am the light of the world"; but you
notice, there are two and they speak to us of the two natures that were
expregssed through the life of Christ -- one, His human life, and how wonder-
fully human it was, and the other that which we acknowledge as the divine
in Him. "The Son of God" men said, human and divine.

We move from the altar to the lectern, on which is placed an open Bible.
Here again is impressive symbolism. The Bible is open. This says to us that
the Bible is for all men to read, persons of every color and of every nation,
of every class, and of every clime, and that it has a message for all people.
It is a universal book. On the Bible markers are two symbols; the Chi Rho
monogram, which consists of the two first Greek letters in the name of
Christ, and the Alpha and the Omega, which are the first and last letters of
the Greek alphabet, and which, I am sure you know, indicate the beginning
z:r‘xlg tl;e end: The God Eternal who was in the Begimning and will be to the

of time.
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You see on the lectern itself the symbol of the Descending Dove, which,
according to the ancient church, is the symbol of the Holy Spirit. It
portrays the Spirit of the Living God, who comes to us when we sincerely hear
the reading of His Word. It is then that God's spirit enlightens our minds,
as we seek to understand what is being said. That is why the symbol of the
Dove is on the lectern.

Moving fram there we come to the pulpit, which is the place where the Word
is interpreted. On its scarf are the letters "IHS", which are the first
three Greek letters in the Greek spelling of the name "Jesus", (iota eta
sigma). Below:it, you recognize the triangle, which represents the Trinity.
Three equal sides, yet one of unity -~ God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Everything that is said from the pulpit must be said in the name of
the Trinity. The trefoil too is a symbol of the Trinity. St. Patrick was
explaining that emblem to some children one day and he said it is like a
flower that has three equal petals, but it is one flower on one stem. So
with the Trinity --— three persons, three expressions, but one Being.

Then, finally, we came to the Cross. It is a Latin Cross. There are many
types of crosses but we chose a Latin Cross, because it is nearest the form
of the cross on which Jesus died. Very plain it is, and it is central,

and it is empty. We hold basic concepts in common with our Roman Catholic
brethern, but often it is a matter of emphasis. The Romans emphasize

a suffering, dying Christ, and so they have him pictured on the cross.

The Protestant tradition has placed its emphasis on a triumphant, living
Lord, who, though he suffered, was victorious.

Thus, symbolism speaks in this Sanctuary. May we hear its challenging
message week after week in this Holy Place. St. Francis of Assissi, that
great man of God of the Roman Church of the middle ages, was, as you
remember, a man of great wealth for his father was a very successful mer-—
chant. He lived a life of dissolution until he became a follower of the Man
of Nazareth, and he then became dissatisfied with the limitations of a life
of constant pleasure-seeking and money-spending. He then determined to
devote himself to the outcasts, the sick, and the poor. But even St. Fran-
cis, at times, became depressed. He became weary of doing good, and we read
of how one day he went into the little chapel of St. Damien, which was his
Sanctuary, and there he opened up his spirit, his mind, his heart, and
pexrmitted the Sanctuary to speak its word to him. He said, as he sat in
the quietness of that place, that it were as though” the tenderness and the
love of Christ came very near to him, accompanied with that undercurrent of
eternal hope and victory He always brings. This is the true ministry of a
Sanctuary. And I believe this is the ministry of this Sanctuary. This is
a holy place. I know now that it is, for this week cne of our women visited
our church. She sat here alone while our organ played. Because of her
health, she is physically handicapped, but she painfully typed out this
message to me and I want to leave it with you. She said, "God seems very
near in that Sanctuary, and I feel better for having been there this
morning." Please God, may it always be so.
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"Symbolism in the Sanctuary" Page 4

Iet us pray: We praise thee our Father, for all the avenues of adventure

in life —— the challenge of work, the society of friends and funj . the domestic
life of the home. And now, oh God, we thank you for the life of worship.

Grant that thy ministries may come to fruition in this holy place, and be

made known to us. We ask in Jesus' name. Amen.

Note fram Book Committee: With this manuscript the Church Committee
included the newest picture of the church which was used in the book
and a copy of the Historical Society NEWSLETTER, October 1957, entitled
"The Middle Years of Chatham Methodism". This material will be found
in the Historical Society files.
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A

SHORT HISTORY OF THE PHYSICAL CROWTH
or
THE VILLAGE CHURCH IN CHATHAM
(OCDEN MEMORIAL PRESPYTERIAN CHURCH)

1823 - 1972

hy

John Crowell Richmond
appointed by the Session
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A DECADE OF CROWTH

In ecompiling a history of a Christian church org-
anization it is necessary that the historian keep in
mind growth as the central objective of his writing,
Indication of qrowth can be judged by the physical ex-—
pansion of church facilities in order to meet the re-~
gquirements of the community, and in the actions of the
congregation in meeting the challenge of Christ's com=—
mands to the membhers of His church. 0f these two in-
dicators the Ilatter is more important in fulfilling the
mission of the church, but the phvsical facilities are
necessary to establish a permanent base of operations
and a focal point for nurturing the spiritual needs of
the congregation, Tt would seem, then, that a logical
recounting of the history of any particular church would
establish the physical growth first as a basis for build-
ing the more intricate history of the spiritual growth.

consideration of the physical growth of the Village
Church in Chatham, known today as the Ogden Memorial
Preshyterian Church, must perforce start with events
prior to the establishment of this church. The settling
of New Jersey did not start in force until thevEnglish
defeated the Dutch Colony in New York and New Jersey in
1664, As the English colony expanded westward from New
York into New Jersey, towns sprang up at Elizabethtown,
Newark, and to the south at Burlington and in the area

across the Delaware River from Philadelphia. In the




succeeding yvears settlers in search of more land con-
tinued the expansion westward and by the early 1700's
had- pushed into what is now Morris County, New Jersey.
The settlements in the upper Passaic Valley were pre-
dominantly Scotch Presbyterian. These settlers brought
with them a desire for Christian worship which resulted
in the building of the first Presbhyterian church in
Morris County. In 1718 whipany* became the center of

Presbyterian fellowship in the county on the completion

of its first church building., The congregation consisted

of people from the areas which are now Morristown,
Madison, Parcipany,* HManover, and Chatham. From this
beginning we have other Presbyterian churches being
founded in the area: at Morristown in 1740; at Bottle
Hill (Madison) a mecting house was established in 1748;
and two new edifices replaced the original church in

. * . *
Whipany in 1775 at Hanover Neck and Parcipany.

The members of the meeting house at Bottle Hill
erected a church building in 1765. The congregation of
this Presbyterian church consisted largely of people
from Chatham along with some from Madison. The church

- was Oofficially named by "act of Legislature, Session of

*original spelling

(T1
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1817-1818, the name of the First Presbyterian Congrega-
tion of Chatham was given to the Dottle Hill Church.®
Since the official name of Chatham had been taken by the
village on November 19th, 1773, the name of the church
seems ambiguous and it 1s without doubt a reason there
is not a First Presbyterian Church in Chatham., In addi-
tion to the church in Madison, a mecoting house was erected
P P : N

in Chatham in 1808 by joint effort of the Methodist and
Presbyterian people of the village. It was situated on
the north side of Main Street, west of the bridge in the
area of what is now University Place,

By 1821 history indicates that this meeting house
was being attended to a greater extent than the church

at Bottle Hill by the Presbyterians of Chatham. 1In

fact, on March 15, 1821 a Board of Trustees was formed

of the meeting house of the Village of Chatham. The
organization of a Roard of Trustees, dominated by Pres-
byterians using the meeting house, appears to be the
initial step in the cessation of the use of the bullding

as a joint meeting house. From this time on there are
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records of the mectings of the Trustees and of the meet-
ings of the "inhabitants of Chatham interested in the
affalrs of this church” as the minutes of this non-denom-
inational organization put it.

At a meeting of thesc inhabitants on July 5, 1823,
it was resolved that a committee appointed should wait
on the Presbytery in October 1823 to request the forma-
tion of a new church in Chatham. This is the first in-
dication of a formally organized church starting in
Chatham. From 1821, when the Noard of Trustees had or-
ganized as non-denominational, until 1823 there had been
only a formality of independent action., Regular meet-
ings had been held and formal action had been taken through
the Trustees to weatherboard and shingle the meeting
house, It may well be that this need for maintenance
of the bhuilding was the motivating force which brought
the Board into being. In any event, that was the first
project undertaken by the Trustees. This work was not
completed for various reasons until the winter of 1822,
In addition, at this time, the Trustees assumed the re-

sponsibility for the day~to-~day care of the building.
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Further evidence that the joint use of the meeting
house was being disrupted in this period is the action
of the Board of Trustees wheon on September 29, 1823 they
Resolved -- That the Deed for the land
whore the church stands and the certificate
for the Act of Incorporation bhe sent to the
Clerk of the County to be hy him recorded,
Thus the ground work was laild for the formal organiza-
tion of the Village Church in Chatham, The record of
this event is in the Book of Religilious Societies in the
County Clerkr's office at Morristown as follows:
This is to certify that we the subscribers
were duly chosen Trusteces of the Village Church
in Chatham agreecable to the laws of this State,
and, after having taken the oath required,
have also taken upon ourselves the name of
the *Trusteces of the Village Church in Chatham:',
dated September 29, 1823. Israel Lum, Jacob
Bonnel, Paul Dbay, Israel Day, Jepthah B. Munn,
William Spencer.

It followed on Qctober 8, 1823, that the Presbytery of
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New Jersey mecting in Chatham received from the commite~
tee appointed in July the request that a new Preshyter-
ian church be formed in Chatham. This request was
granted at the meeting upon due deliberation.

Although thig officially establishes the present
Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church's beginning in Chat-
ham, it does not firmly establish the church itself. For
the first ten years of its formal 1life the Village Church
in Chatham was continually strugagling to maintain a
full church 1ife. The Reverend Asa Lyman was the first
pulpit supply, serving until 1828, Although the records
do not specifically state so, it would secm that Rev.
Lyman terminated his relationship with the village Church
because it was unable to meet his salary of $400 per
year. In these early years of the church all monetary
requirements were met by subscriptions as needed. A
study of the Trustee Minutes indicates that usually the
subscriptions fell short of the requirements causing
delays in paying bills incurred, This was the case with
Rev, Lyman on several occasions during his service. It

seems that based on experience the Trustees found it




necessary to offer Rev, Lyman less salary in 1827, and
when unable to increase it to the forementioned Ffigure,
accepted the Pastor's resignation in 1828, This is but
one example of the financial struggle the church had in
its formative years. Others may be found in the Trustce
Minutes, Credit must be given to the vVillage Church
however, for they did manage to meet the physical needs
of their church, and at the same time comtemplate the
future need for more adequate church facilities., Regu-
lar maintenance was performed and plans were conceilved
to enlarge and enhance the appearance of the Church.

In 1828 the Rev, Joseph Meeker Qgden was engagod
as stated Pastor as the church met its spiritual ob-
ligation to supply full time religious guidance to its
members. At the same time physical growth was consid-

ered. - The plans for physical growth came to fruition

in 1831. At a meeting of the parishioners on April 6,

1831 it was "Resolved by this parish meeting that we will

enlarge the church in the rear." A committee was ap-
pointed to raise. funds by the familiar subscription

method. Activity pertinent to this project ensued, but

(26
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no construction work was done on the meeting house., Then
in Septembher the original idea of enlarging their present
building was shelved:
An extra Parish meeting was called . . . on
Wednesday Tvening the 7th of September 1831,

R, P. Tum in behalf of a committee ap-
pointed at a Neighborhood meeting to inguire
concerning the . . . of a certain lot called
the Williamson lot proposed to be purchased
to remove the Church previous to its repair
& also the cost of removing said Church made
report-—

That the lot can be had for $370,00
NDollars. That the probable cost of moving
the building will not exceed $40.00 Dollars~

Resolved that this Parish purchasce the
Williamson Tot and take measures to remove
the church onh the same-

Resolved that the Trustees and buillding
Committee be directed to carry the foregoing
resolve into effect unless they find so serious
an opposition to it as to endanger the peace
and harmony of this church and parish in which
case they are authorized to desist further
measures,

The records indicate that more deliberation than



action took place from then until January 10, 1832, al-
though funds or promises of same were solicited by sub-~
scription. That these deliberations through the fall of
1831 were not bharren is indicated by the following act,
when on the 10th an TLxtra Parish Meceting was called to
consider erecting a tnew church building rather than en-
larging and repairing the old one, brought forth this
resolution:
Resolved~1  That we take measures to build a
New Church near the site of the old one by
circulating subscription to raise the Money
necessary for that purpose and which subscrip-
tion shall be laid before a parish meeting
hereafter to bhe called and subject entirely to
the control of that meeting~
This was done accordingly, and at the adjourned meeting
of the parish on January 24, 1832 a financial report
was made showing subscriptions and other funds could be
expected to raise $3,358.00, It is to he noted that
subscription was solicited outside the immediate area
for this building fund. The report then stated that the
Williamson lot before mentioned could be purchased for
$365.00 and estimated the building cost to bhe in the
neighborhood of $2,500,00 to $2,745.00, Upon reception
of this report it was "Resolved 1lst that the Parish pro-
cead to build a New Church." Further enabling actions

were resolved at the meeting clearing connected detalls.
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No further action is indicated by the records until
on July 14, 1832 it was reoported in the Trustee Minutes
that C. D. Smith had purchased the Williamson lot and
turned the Deed over to the Trustees for the purchase
price of %$375.00. With the purchase of the Williamson
lot, work commenced on the new church site; and since no
records to the contrary have been noted, it is assumed
that in accordance with a resolution of the adjourned
parish mecting of January 24th, the parishioners them-
selves erected the foundation for the new church build-
ing. The actual structure was apparently under construc~
tion by Septemboer, judging from the following:

Chatham Sept. 5th 1832 Trustee Mecting.

Res'd That Israel Day, Wm, C. Wallace & C. D,
Smith, the building committee of the New Church,
be authorized to take down and remove out of
the 0l1d church and on to the grounds in the
rear of the new church all the Seats the Pul-
pit stairs and the materials and property on
and about the old church which has been put in
it and on it with funds raised by a subscrip-
tion dated about the vear 1823 and which said
subscription authorised the Trustees to dis-
pose of sald property and also that the Trust-
ees agree to and concur to the resolve posed

at A Parrish Meeting held on the 24th of Jany.
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Tast authorising the building committee to
apply the materials and property of the old
church as they may deem advisable in the
building of the new church,

Work went forward and the new building was in use
by early 1833, just ten years after the founding of the
Village Church in chatham. The records of the Trustees
do not indicate that any actions accompanying the phys-~
ical growth of the church during this period were illegal
or underhanded. Yet, the recounting of this history
would not be complete without mentioning the fact that
all was not serene in the religlous 1life in Chatham at
this time. As wasg previously shown, the joint effort
of Methodist and Preshyterian caused the founding of an
original meeting house in Chatham. What became of the
Methodist part of the congregation? They were still
meeting in the original building in 1823, which neces-
sitated the use of the second floor of the 01d Academy
for Presbyterian church school purposes. Further, it
is a matter of record that the joint use of the meeting
house was not harmonious. This friction culminated in
"what is known as the *Battle of the Churches' in an-
cient Chatham.,'" The Presbyterians, desiring to build
a new church, and withdraw from the joint use of the
meeting house, met strenuous opposition from the Meth-
odists, This action so piqued the Presbyterians that

they responded by hitching oxen to the corner of the
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meeting house in the dark of night and pulling the build-

ing down in the year 1830. A poem definitely slanted

to disparage the Presbyterians was printed and presented
to public view regarding this alleged incident, It
would appear that a titanic battle took place in the

religious 1life of the community as the churches strug-

gled for growth. The reports conflict, however, since

it is also disclosed that "Father John Hancock of Spring=- ff”

field *writes Feb. 23, 1849 That a church was built in
Chatham at an early period prior to 1807'+ in reviewing
the Methodist movement in Chatham. This does not agree
with the building of a joint meeting house in 1808 as
being the first such building in Chatham, nor does it
agree with the Trustee Minutes of the Village Church in
Chatham which indicates the use of the meeting house in
1832 which was after it had supposedly been torn down,
That all the facts are not in is the only clear
part of the controversy which perhaps received more
publicity than was warranted. To clarify the situation
caused by the conflicting stories we have the following
facts: First, the Methodists and Presbyterians shared
a union meeting house which was nondenominational in
name 1f not in fact. The Presbyterians were more num-

erous in the union. Second, the forming of a BRoard of

Trustees in 1821 was a joint effort, but only two of the

seven members were of Methodist persuasion. These two

bl ; o
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were John Hancock and Mathias Swain. In 1823, when the
Village Church in Chatham was formed by the Presbytcrians
and taken under care of the Presbytery of New Jersey,

it appears that the Mcethodists were simply pushed aside
by the preponderance of the Presbyterian members of the
meeting house. Third, with the recording of a deed for
the property and the Act of Incorporation with the County

Clerk in 1823, it would seem that all legal claim by a

the Methodists ended for there is no record that any b

litigation took place to settle any claim, if there was

such, that the Mcthodists could have wade, In that there

;
was a period of about onc and onc half years during Vronwve
which plans for doing something with the old church i< -
A .
were in process, there was time for contesting the lssue. ¢ U L
It would scem, thereforc, that while the assumption by ka ¢
|

the Presbyterians is ethically questianable, it does
appear to be legitimate in view of c¢ivil law,
Fortunately both the Mcthodist and Presbyterian
Churches survived the clash and proceeded to grow to
fulfill the needs of thelr members., As for the Ogden
Memorial Presbyterian Church, the period ending in 1833
can bhe viewed as phase one in its physical growth., And,
despite the undertone of friction and dispute in the com-
munity, it can be viewed as a successful one which was
of benefit to Chatham and more specifically to its own

mnembers,

203



204
14

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF PHYSICAL SURVIVAL

The completion of a new church building in 1823 un-
doubtedly provided more comfortable and commodious ac~
comodations for worship, but the Trustees probably found
it a bit difficult to enjoy these comforts since it left
them with the task of seeing that the indebtedness ine-
curred in building the church be met despite a lack of
funds. Some very artful financial arrangements werc
employed by the Trustees in order to accomplish this
task, not the least of which was just not paying due
bills for lack of funds., That such a financial situa-
tion came to pass needs cxplanation in order to present
a true picture of the record,.

As has been indicated, a subscription was circu-—
lated to raisc funds for the new church building. The
circulation was made by accepting cash and promissory
notes issued over the signatures of a Trustee, Thus,
if the subscription was insufficient or delincuent, the
Trustees as individuals were responsible. That was the
situation regarding the building fund which was carried
over into the life of the church as it went forward with
a program of Christian endeavor, While the bullding
fund was plagued by the vagaries of subscription, a hoped
for sounder means of meeting salary expenses was de-
cided upon by the Trustees as follows:

o

e Resolved~ That the Board appraise the seats



in the church to raise the Sallerys to be sub-
mitted to a subsequent Parrish Mecting to be
held on Monday the l4th Inst.
The necessary appraisals and enabling acts were prepared
by the Trustees and presented to the Parrish on the 14th
of January, 1833 as follows:
Articles of Vendue for the Sale of the Seats
in the chatham Village Church January 1l4th
1833
Article #1 ~- The Seats to bhe T.ot up at
sum not less than appraised and struck off to
the highest bidder
#2 ==~ The purchaser to pay for
his seats in quarterly Payments
#3 ~= The purchaser to use and
occupy the seats for one year from the lst day
of April next and the purchaser to occupy the
Seats from this time,
The records indicate a total of 58 seats (pews) of
which 56 were rented, The maximum price was $13.75
and the minimum $4,00, with a mean in the $8 to $10
range, Total pew rent was $455,50,

It would seem that a sound fiscal policy was oS-
tablished. Such was not to be, however, for finances
continued to be a thorny problem for the Trustees, Re-
garding this situation, it must be remembered that

Chatham was a small country town depending largely upon
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small stores and farming for its existence. In the early
1800*s the Morris Turnpike had brought Chatham an in-
crease in trade by providing a link between the Newark-
Elizabeth Town area and the way west. By 1830, however,
the turnpike as a prime means of freighting was on the
decline and the Morris Turnpike was becoming less popu-~
lar as a thoroughfare since maintenance was minimal

and freight movement was being shifted to canals. The
Morris and Tssex Canal came into existence during the
1830's and captured most of the freight business from
the Turnpike. Since the canal by-passaed both Chatham
and Morristown, it definitely had a deleterious effect
upon the financial well being of Chatham, Additionally,
it must be remembered that 1837 was the year when a
severe depression hottomed in the Tmited States., This
was the physical and financial backdrop of the stage
upon which the village Church in Chatham acted as it
endeavored to meet the needs of i1ts members and the
community during the 1830's and 1840's,

Ry September 1833, deficit financing was a well
established fact as the Trustees faced a balance due to
the builders of the church in the amount of $1,218,68,
To meet this situation the Trustees resolved that the
President of the Board give his note as follows:

$800.00 payable one year from date
200.00 at 60 days

21.8.68 at 6 months

206
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The action proved satisfactory to the builder and the
financial situation was easod momentarily. The Trustees,
however, were still faced with the task of raising the
necessary funds.  To accomplish this they sold the old
church lot. Only onc person was interested in buying
and then only for 350.00 so the amount realized on the
sale was small compared to the indebtedness., At this
gsame meeting of the Trastees on Oct, 5, 1833 it was:

Resolved- That Tames Bower be authorizod to

collect all debts due on Subscoription and

that he may whore he cannot get the Money

Lake promisary notes or prosocuto the same

and he allowed a compensation for his services,
With these actions the Trusteecs hoped that they were on
the road to solvency.,  Such may have been, but the road
proved long and rough. The financial burden casad some,
however, cnabling the Trustees to juggle their way from
bills due to hills dine in such manner as Lo kReep the
Church intact and to move forward with its Christian en-
deavors,

Ry April 11, 1834 the debt had been reduced to

$735.53. This was accomplished by ralsing some subscrip-
tion in MNewark, Rlizabeth Town, Rahway, Orange, Morris
Town and other nearby towns., TBven vhile this was going

on, means of enhancing the church building were not for-
saken, The Trustees authorized the exchanging the old

bell For a new one weighing 550 to 600 pounds with
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halance due in the transaction to bhe paid by subscrip-
tion. The adding of subscription on top of subscription
did not appear to bother the Trustees as it was done

on many occasions,

These samplings of the debt problem faced by the
Trustees was the story of the physical situation of the
Church during all of the 1830's and 1840's. That the
Church was able to retain a pastor during the time was
a credit to the patience and understanding of the Rev,
Joseph M. Qgden, for the records show that in 1836 the
exact amount due him previous to April 1833 was reviewed
and a settlement made, And, again in 1838 it was:

Resolved~ That B, B, Sturges be authorized to
settle with the Rev. J. M. Ogden all arrears
due him up to the lst April 1838 and give
him his note as President of the Board of
Trustees,
This continued indebtedness finally had repercussions
upon those of the parish owing money, for in November
1837 a committee appointed to "collect delingquent monies
of pew rents and subscription reported no success." The
Trustees:
Resolved~ That we leave the accounts of all
persons who are in arrears for pew rents or
on subscription for building the church with

the magistrate for collection.

e R
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The action was evidently partially successful for by
January 1838 the debt on the church building was reduced
to $200.00, Ry then, however, the bhuilder, Lewis Carter,
or more properly his estate, for he died before re-
ceiving a full accounting for his services, had lost
patience and threatened to sue for the balance. The
Board was extracted from this financial pit by Mrs,
Cockrem who loaned them the $200,00 needed for one year
without intecrest,

In looking hack on the records of the Trustees and
evaluating their actions, it seoms that some of the finan-
cial probhlems were of their own creation due to the ex-—
cessive reliance upon subscription pledges and also up~
on the methods of handling finances. However, such

criticism would not be fair when we consider the fact

ways managed to meet the physical needs of the Church,
And, as this was done under the added burden of personal
responsibility for church indebtedness rather than a
corporate responsibility, it is all the more a credit

to the Trustees. A series of accounts from the Minutes
of the Board of Trustees indicate the Board had no bhank
account of its own, but rather that the President and
Treasurer had their own accounts which were audited hy
the Roard at the end of each year. This method workoed,
but not necessarily at full cfficiency. And, it was

- Subject to extenuating circumstances which on occasion



led to problems. One such was caused by the removal of
Trustee Calvin D, Smith to Vewark in 1837. His accounts
were not settled prior to his move and for several

years this was a concern of the Trustees since Mr. Smith
died hefore an accounting could be made. His records
proved incomplete; so, when settlement was finally

made with his estate, the Trustees were able to recover
only a portion of what thoy judged due,

The day to day operations of the Trustees in the
1830+'s and 1840's were simlilar to those of today, bhut on
a smaller scale and with fewer areas of concern., Tt
was necessary to provide for the maintenance of the
church buildings, to provide housing for the pastor,
to purchase sundry expendable items of supply, and to
pay salaries, The Trustees managed to carry out these
tasks by one means or another. The first parsonage
was provided by a lease arrangement from Sylvanus Bon-
nell to the Noard of Trustees, Its provisions were
very favorable to the Church as the yearly rental was
only one dollar and the lease was for seven years. Fur-
ther, if Mr. Ronnell wished to rescind the lease or
sell the property he was to pay the Trustees $100,00 per
year for the unexpired term., Prior to this arrangement
the pastor had been housed with some parishioner in
somewhat temporary fashion. Whether the arrangement

with Sylvanus Bonnell extended bheyond the seven years

2/0
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stated is not determined, but by 1846 concern about a
parsonage was evidenced by the following:
Resolved- lst, That the Trusteos be authorized
to purchase the property known as the Prop-
erty of Sylvanus Bonnell (deceased) consisting
of a house, barn and five acres of land for
£1000 dollars or that of Miss Lydia Crane or
any other property they may think best.
2nd, That after the purchase of
said lot a subscription he circulated to pay
For the lot.,
3rd, That Wm. Parsils, John T.. Munn,
Joseph W, Reeve and Paul PRay be appointed to
cirenlate sald subscription,
This would possibly indicate that the Church was still
using the TPonnell place for their parsonage. The resolve
was not carried out, however, because at the Parish Meot-

ing of March 20, 1848 it was supecrseded by a motion that

;

a % acre lot bhe purchased from Samuel Spencer for $200.00 - o wﬁ‘
upon which a building committee of David Burnet, Wil- |
. .
liam R, McPougal and Harvey M. Lum were to see that a W'HC L
parsonaqge was orected, ”ung”  u
o, R \

Tt has already been seen that the Trustees were notb
always able to pay the pastort's salary when doe; how-

ever, they always managed to pay a part of it at least.



This part was a supply of wood to insure the comfort of
the pastor during the winter months. The records show

that some pew rents were payed with cords of wood to he

applied to the pastor's salary. In addition, the Trustees

had to pay a sexton $25 a year in the 1840t's with further
recompense of six shillings per extra day service and
three shillings per extra cvening service. The rest of
the dutices involved repairing and maintaining fences,
horse sheds, hnildings, and thoe upkeep of the grounds,
They were actually involved with Ffilling in the yard to
the rear of the church for ovoer a yoar,

Fortunately all the efforts of the parishioners and
the Trustees rogarding the physical plant were not sot
back by fire or damage by acts of nature, for, with the
precarious financial situation, it could have heen, per-
haps, a death knell for the yvoung Church., This was ap~
parently realized in 1845 as the Trustees were author-
ized to insure the church. It was not until 1847, how-
ever, that action was taken resulting from the following:

Resolved 9th- That the Trustees get this House
Insured in some Mutual Insurance Co,

13th~ That the Trustees circulate a
subgscription to insure the Church and repair
the fence.

The records of the Trustees from the year 1855 to

1870 have not been found by the author and so only a

cursory recounting of events concerning the physical

2/2



2/3

growth of the Church can be made. Tt is known that no
major huilding was undertaken during the period. The
histories that do exist concerning Chatham, and histor-
jcally inclined writings, indicate the Church had a
slow, steady growth which culminated in a building pro-

ject in 1870, An addition giving about one third again

as much space as the original edifice was made at the | S0 P o
. . . o
rear of the church huilding at a cost of approximately CHRETE
E',€>.~vi.lz‘;:'\ L'iﬂ,i\'

$1800.00. Shortly after this a chapel was erected by

- {
L0 iy e g

the Village Chureh in Chatham on the site of the v01d jﬁwmiﬁﬁ ST
Academy” which had heen used by the Presbyterians for LT a‘~Q 
sunday School purposes as early as the 1820+*s. The Aca- o i

demy bhuilding was romoved to a new location rather than

being razed. TNy locating the Chapel on this site the

Church broudght ahout some centralization of its physical

plant since the parsonacge was on an adjoining lot. The

Chapel was a "commodious structure with stone basement

and slate roof," Tt was a significant step forward in

the 1ife of the Church, but a costly one as the lot

sold for $5000.00 and the chapel cost $5900.00. A

brief reference to this is contained in the Trustee Min-

utes of July 22, 1875 when regarding Church indebtedness

it was pointed out that vthere still remained money

oved which was borrowed about six years previous at the

time the Church edifice was enlarged and some $2000

mortgage on Chapel property.”



24

In adding a chapel to their facilities, the Village
Church evidently met a need that was overdue, TFor, im-
mediately following its completion, the chapel became
the center of Church activity of all manner with the ex-
ception of the formal Sunday worship service., Weekly
prayer meetings, Trustec meetings, Session meetings,
Sunday School activities, etc. Xkept the building in
near constant vse, Noting this extensive use the Trust-
ees deemed it advisable to erect five sheds for shel-
tering the horses of those attending meetings, In addi-
tion, an extension was added to the chapel as a study
for the pastor. These improvements along with the erec-
tion of some fences were reported complete on April 12,
1876 and the expenditures regarding same approved de-
spite their exceeding the original approved sums,

For those who appreciate the similarity of histor-
ical events over the yvears, the following will not be a
surprise. Yes, again as in the 1830's the Church com-
pleted a vigorous and inspiring building program en~
hancing the church, bhut at the same time saddling it
with debt. And, yes again, a bit of history shows us
that depression was striking the country to make its
presencce kecenly felt in 1877, Naturally, finances be-
came a great concern to the Trustees; and ways and nmeans
were discussed at their meetings for improving the sit-

uation. No new ways for raising revenue were enacted,
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however, "hecause of the distressing conditions of the
times, it was found inexpedient to change means of
raising funds." MNot only financial problems plagued the
Church in 1877. 1In addition, the pastor, Mr. Johnson,
requested that his relationship with the Village Church
in Chatham bhe dissolved., Approval of the dissolution
not only burdened the Church with searching for a new
pastor, it caused financial trouble sincce the Rev.
Johnson had $550.00 of hack salary due, As might be ox-
pected, the Church did not have that sum, and before
the separation could be effected the back salary had to
be paid. As with many previous financial crises, this
one was met by a member of the Church putting up the
money as a loan. Mr. Guy Minton was that member this
time as he had bheen on several other occasionsg during
those depressed times.

Nespite the hard times experienced by the congrega-
tion, they managed to see that their obligations were
met, In fact, they really showed a fine Christian spir-
it and concern by letting the retired Rev. Ogden use
the manse during this period. His appreciation of this
kindness was expressed in a letter to the Parish which
was read at the Annual Parish Meeting., Following is a
portion thereof:

This has been the more important during years
of financial pressure almost beyond anything

which has been ever before experienced in our

215



26

country.
The Rev. 0gden went on to indicate in his letter that he

felt the parsonage should be for the use of the aptivg

At e oy

pastor and had therefore managed to erect a dwellingﬂfor
himself, thus placing the manse at the disposal of the
Church once again. Reality superseded good intentions
at this meeting, however, as it was resolved that the
annuity which had been voted Rev. Ogden in earlier
vears in the amount of $500.00 per year be reduced in

that the Church could not meet this sum.

With the church still struggling financially in 1879,

the Trustee Minutes indicate that what had to be done
was, while at the same time every effort was made to
save money. The parsonage was repaired only to the ex-—
tent absolutely necessary for prescrvation and it was
placed in rental while not occupied by the pastor, A
small matter which caused some embarrassment and need-
less added expense is indicated by the following which
points up the fact that mistakes do happen despite the
best of intentions.
An improper material having been used in var-
nishing the Church pews whereby in a number of
instances the garments of those occupying
same had been injured. It was on motion of
Mr. Lum resolved that Mr., Minton be impowered
to take means necessary to rectify the diffi-

culty.

b

216



27

1879 was the year when Rev. Anderson received the call
to be stated pastor at a salary of $900,00 per year. The
manse continued in rental, however, since Mr. Anderson
was a bachelor. This helped the financial situation
some, and a new system of envelope contributions to sup-
plement the pew rents also helped,

The new year, 1880, started well for the Church as
bills for repairing the parsonage were paid. Again in-
dividual members paid for some of it to be reimbursed at
a later date. The Trustees also arranged to have Rev.
Anderson and his sister choose furniture for the manse
to be paid for by the Church and title invested in the
Trustees. The farniture cost $200 and came at a time
when the Trustees were faced with notes due at the bank.
Solution, part payment made on notes and new ones secured.
The financial report given at the Annual Parish Meeting
of April 1, 1880 showed the operating receipts to bhe
approximately $2,500. At the same time expenditures
continued greater and so deficit financing was the fash~
ion. The deficit was nearly erased by special contribu-
tions from the congregation, but due to minimal wain-
tenance for a period of time the Church facilities were
sadly in need of refurbishing. Private funds had pro-
vided for the painting of the front of the Church. So
the use of new funds was in effect already dedicated to

maintenance. The Trustees would not even use it for
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finishing the painting as they decided it could only
be done 1if provided for by a subscription. It neover
materialized,

In September 1881 the Rev, Anderson departed and
Rev. Reaumont was engaged to start as the pastor in
January 1882 at a salary of $1200 annually and use of
the manse. An indication that finances were on the up-
swing? Yes, the financial report made at the Annual
Parish Meeting of April 5, 1882 showed an indebtedness
of only $34.07. The struggle to attain such a position
may have becn too much to take though, for at this same
meeting the congregation felt obliged to ascertain the
arrears due Rev. Ogden on an annulty they were providing
for him, make settlement and repeal the previcus reso-
lution.

Special efforts on the part of the congregation
met painting requirements to the church and a new 600
pound bhell was installed by means of an anonymous gift
to the pastor's wife Mrs, Reaumont, Liabilities of the
Church stood at $1642.54., A donation of $500 was
promised toward erasure of this debt provided the con-~
gregation could raise the balance due by donations and
use of the assets of the Church. The congregation
raised $538,60 by subscription and the use of Church
assets in mortgage funds covered the balance, Many of

these special contributions were made by the Ladies
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Improvement Socicty which concerned itself with special
money raising endeavors for just such purposes,

With today's rather large exodus of families from
Chatham for summer vacations, it may be difficult to
imagine Chatham as a summer resort, but such was the
case in the 1880's, The Village Church was well aware
of the situation, however, since the influx of summer
guests swelled the attendance at church services, While
it is often the case that in the press of every day com-
mitmonts, concern narrows to the satisfaction of ones
own neads, this was not so with the Trustees in May 1884,
Thaey arranged to cushion and put in order suffilcient
vacant pews in the church to insure the comfort of the
"so journers and visitors." The Trustees didn't show
this same concern for their own comfort as they labored
diligently to sce to the refurbishing of church prop-
erty during the summer months of 1884, Driveways,
fences, roofs and other sundry repairs occupied their
time.

The following years proved rather routine in most
things. The exception to this was a fire in the par-
sonaqge in 1886 which proved the value of carrying in-
surance as 1t covered the entire damage incurred to the
facilities, Rev. Beaumont, however, had to rely solely
on his own recuperative powers to recover from the
severe burns he sustained on both hands as a result of

his heroic fire fighting which minimized the effects of
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the blaze. The Ladies Improvement Society continued to

xeep husy with projects for enhancing the church property.

This at times caused some consternation to the Trustees
for the projects were not always fully financed by the
Societys; leaving the Trustees to pay the balances due
in such cases. So it was when the Society proposed to
carpet the lower floor of the church and improve the
pews. The Trustees showed recalcitrance and would not
agree to the project until the Society promised to stand
for the full cost of the endeavor. The Society did so
pledge and the work was done,
By 1887 the village Church in Chatham had managed
to reach a reasonably sound financial status and had a
church establishment which was in good repair and hand-
somely Furnished, Tn order to insure this position the
Trustees ro-assessed pew rents to a higher level and
issvued a circular explaining their purpose in so doing.
While this history may seem to paint the Trustees as
concerned only for the physical of the Church and not
the spiritual, such was not the case as a portion of
the circular issued indicates:
The committee, however, desires it to be dis-
tinctly understood that accomodations will be
provided for all as heretofore whether paying
or non-paying members, feeling that accounta-
bility to God is not according to that which

we have not, but according to that which we
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have. Yot we bhelieve that Christians are more
bleasaserd in doing the Tordts service in that
which costs them some sacrilfice, than in that
which may be done easily and without effort,

Tobk all feel that this Church is open to
vhomsocver will hearx, and that we shall all
he glad to see oven many wmore crowding into
the earthly courts of the Lord.

Over the years from the 123005 to the 1890+s the
Villacge church in Chatham gradually accepted responsi-
bility For a larger wvorkine budegot,  The pastor's salary
rose to £1000 pov yoar in 1892, Chorch fTunds eoxceeded
F5000 for the first time on receipt of a legacy Trom the
estato of Phebhe Crane in the amount of $2077,.50.  The
sextonts salary went up to %150 per year with responsie
hility enlargoed to cover care of church grounds.  The
increased church funds permitted an improved kitchen
and some new uppoer rooms al oa cost of $1130.  All in all,
the physical condition of the chnrch was good to say the
least., A now ovagan had heeon installed in the church
through the offorts of the Tadies Improvement Socliety,
membership was up to 174, the Sunday School operated
with a staff of aixteen and an enrollment of 138 pupils
with indications that wore staff and more pupils were
degired and necded, More pows had to be added in the
Sanctuary. The Sunday School enlarged its responsibili-

ties by assuming partial support of two union schools,
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one at Nak Ridee, the other at Long Mi1l,

Py the niddle 1820+'5 indications that the growth of

the Churcli required clocor supervision be given the op-
eration of the physical plant appeared in the Trusteoe

Minutes an LU ves resolved that hereaftor no mecotings

would he poermitted in tho Chapel eoxcept those which were

Church related or vhich had prior consent of the Toard

of Trustoeoes, Alrmo they NMoord Felt the neod for ot least

regqular quarterly meelings vhore previously they had not

bolthered with recsular moebinogs,

The peviod vhich we have called the Trials and Trih-

ulations of Physical Survival came to an ond in the 189200

Tt is Aifficnlt to pin-point any one year for tho tor-

mination of the period, Signe weroe ovident in the 1880r's

as there were in the 1050rs, but it was not until 1898
when perhaps the loag soudght stability came about, Tt
was in that year that the Financial structure of the
Church war greatly advanced and fiscal manueverablility
was assured by a most cenerons donation of five 31000
bhonds from Miss Wallace and Mrs, R, ¥, Allen., Tt was

done by these daudghters of William ©, Wallace in his

menory to perpetnate the outstanding efforts he had made

on behalfl of the Village Chnreh in Chatham, Mr, Wallacer's

efforts had spanned the Trial and Tribulation period,

The untiring cxpenditures of time, energy, and financial

resources was likely the keystone in the arch of triumph-

ant endeavor hy the Village Church in Chatham,
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FORWARD INTO THE TWENMTIRTH CENTURY

The step into the 1900's was taken from a base of
atrong and varied activities within the Church, as the
Following oraanizations wonld indicate: Sesgion, Trust-
ees, Deacons, Thristian Rndeavor, Junior Tndeavor, Ladies
Aid, and Church <chool. Also included were Tadies Mis-
sionary and Young Tadies Auxiliary Missionary. Such
numerons endeavors provided an opportunity for many to
he active in at least some phase of Church work, but it
also meant that a subhstantial Church program had to be
supervised financially. To hetter assure a good fiscal
position of responsible agiving for support of Church
programs, the congregation accepted a recommended change
for bhudact purposes of ralsing revenues by an envelope
ayastem of recular contributions.

On April 17, 1899 a joint meeting of the Session
and Trustees received a plan which provided the stimulus
for the sweep into the twentieth century in an active
and exciting Tashion. A letter from Mr. R. H. Allen
on behalf of himself, Mrs. Allen, and Miss Wallace ex-
pressed a desire to contribute $10,000 toward erection
of a new church edifice providing the parish would raise
a matching $10,000 which would provide the amount esti-
mated as necessary for a suitable church building. Cer-
tain stipulations were incorporated in the offer regard-

ing the location of the new building and the 1ife of the
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church. They did not seem too rigorous or restrictive
and thus the offer appealed to the Joint Roards. There-
fore, on April 24, 1899 the will of the congregation re-
garding sald matter was explored and found favorable,
providing the monetary demands could be met, No definite
action was taken at that time as meeting the stipulations
of the offer had not been ascertained. By May a check
regarding the stipulations had been made, and it was
deemed they could be successfully met, Action was then
taken to secure architects, plans and estimates of cost,
Also, a call was issued for a general meeting of the con-
gregation to review the offer.
A little over a month had expired since the offer

had bheen made to the Joint Boards, when on May 25, 1899,
at the general meeting of the congregation, the offer was
accepted and approval given for taking the necessary
action to provide for a new church edifice. Further, a
representative at large from the congregation was author-
ized to serve on a bhuilding committee. At this time no
definite site had been chosen and none was at the meeting,
but feasibility of the chapel site was expressed, A
special committee for the erection of a new church
building was organized as follows:

Chairman -~ ¥, H, Lum

Secretary - Guy Minton

Ass*'t, Sec'y - A, H. Day

Members ~ S, H, Atteridge, ., C. Harris,
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G, H. Kirkpatrick, B, H. Lum, Hudson

Muchmore, M., B. Lum, H, D, Ogden, C. g?

Van Orden, Mr. Gardﬂner -~ Pastor.
The first order of business after organizing for the Build-
ing Committee was to set up a Fund Raising Committee
which was to start work immediately., It was not, however,
until June 6, 1902, at a Parish Meceting convened for the
purposce that a formal report of the Fund Raising Com-
mittee was wmade, The report indicated that $4635.00
had bheen pledged, which, along with matching funds of
the Allen-Wallace offer insured hetter than $9,000 as
of June 1902, The Parish felt this was sufficlient to
commence work on a new church huilding. Therefore,
authorization was given to the Trustees and Session to
proceced with the erection of a new church edifice as
they deemed advisable, The site for the new building
was to be on the chapel land. Further, the Trustees
were authorized to dispose of the present church build;
ing and property at the best terms they could. An ex-~
pression of the awareness of increased budgetary needs
vhich the new building would present was made and the
Trustees and Session were directed to explore means for
increasing the revenues of the Church,

The decision to proceed with building a new church

had been made, but the path ahead was not to be an ecasy
one, The Church Erection Committee was aware of this

and their concern for the Church in its entirety was
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evident in their discussion of Church life problems as
well as ones regarding the erection of a new building.
This, of course, was an excellent approach for, if the
Church life was not sufficiently vigorous, a new church
building could not be supported. It was felt that a
direct appeal had to be made to try and broaden the use
of the envelope giving and also to increasce the amounts
already thus being received, Further, the Committee

Felt that the 3Session needed an increased number of rep-

resentatives elected rather than so many holdover members.

This decision was a result of so many pecople declining
to serve when asked, Tt was finally decided to investi-
gate the possibility of having a rotary system of BEl-
dership, but to have all terms expire uniformally., This
idea was to be presented to the congregation., Along
with their concern for Church life in general, the Church
Erection Committee tended to business regarding the new
building. One interesting result of these efforts was
an arrangement entered into by the Committee on hehalf
of the Village Church with Mrs. Tewis Sayre whereby she
contributed $500 to the Building Fund in return for
which the Church obligated itself to pay five percent
per annum on the sum for the duration of her life.

As is perhaps already apparent, 1902 was a husy
year for the Village Church. The Church Brection Com-
mittee led this surge of activity as they moved rapidly

in the task of making arrangements for building a new
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church., In less than a month's time from the go ahead
authorization of the congregation, preliminary sketches
of the ncew building were obtained from the architects
Cady, Berg and See. The sketches indicated that a larger
plot of land than that next to the chapel was desirable,
Mr. %? H., Lum was directed to confer with Miss Nettie
McDougal as ta-the availlability and purchase price of
her land lying to the west of the Chapel. Mr, Lum found
the land not for sale. This, of course, gave pause to
the planning and some further thought led to the belief
that the $9270 thus far pledged would not be sufficient
to start building, W. W. Ogden reported to the Commit-
tee that while the congregation was heartily in favor of
building, they could only raise adequate funds by paying
over a period of years, from two to four. A bit of fi~-
nancial juggling was then considered whereby Mr., Allen
was asked to consider advancing funds which would then
be repaid by pledges as they were received., No action
was taken as Mr. Allen requested time for considera~
tion of the proposal.

While summer and early fall passed with no activity
to speak of in Chatham, work on the building plans went
ahead in New York City as Cady, Berg and See completed
detailed plans and cost estimates. The plans with an
estimated cost of $26,000 were presented to the Commit~
tee on Nov, 19, 1902, A Building €ommittee was then ap~-

pointed by the President of the Church Erection Committce
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as follows:
R. H. Allen, C. K. Nichols, W, W. Ogden,
Israel Lum and G. H. Kirkpatrick.
Guy Minton was appointed to solicit funds and negotiate
land purchase.,

Some discussion with Mr., and Mrs. Allenvand Miss
Wallace had cleared the way toward a lessening of the
restrictions stipulated as conditions to their donating
$10,000 toward a new church building., Thus, by December
1902 the conditions were that the church site be westerly
of the Chapel and north of Main Street, Further, the
site had to be large enough to consolidate all church
buildings on one site,

It was felt that these conditions were lenient
enough so that they could be met, Also, an additional
$1,000 was apparently to be available from the Allens in
return for the deed to the old church and lot, Further
encouraging news was mentioned in Mr., Allen's communica-
tion regarding stipulations in that it appeared that
Mr. Joseph W. Ogden of Morristown, a son of the former
pastor, was ready to contribute $10,000 to the Bullding
Fund,

Follow-up action by the Building Committee led to
a readying of the facts and a presentation to the Parish
on Beb, 13, 1903 of Mr. Allen's letter of stipulations
and the information that the Gould land on the north

side of Maln Street, sufficiently large for the purpose,
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was availahle for purchase. On motion it was approved 4o
as the wish of the Parish that the Gould land be the o
site for the new church building. No further action
was taken then, However, a Parish Meeting was duly
called to determine measures for going forward with the
erection of the new building., The meeting was held on
March 2, 1903 with auvthorization being given the Trust-
ees and Session to proceed with the purchase of the
Gould land and contract for the building of a new church
edifice and any other necessary buildings. It was further
resolved that the Trustees "he authorized to negotiate
the sale of any and all real estate now owned by the
Society by legal deeds of conveyance.," Also, the Parish
extended its hearty thanks to Joseph W. Ogden for his
most generous contribution of $10,000 to the fund. All
the actions were taken with the unanimous approval of the
thirty four members present at the meeting,
tuy Minton proceeded to the work of purchasing the
Gould land and reported to the Church Trection Committee
by letter on April 4, 1903 that detalls for said pur-
chase had been completed on April 3, 1903 as follows:
1. Total purchase price $12,000 paid

by demand note.from First Natlional Bank of

Morristown for $10,000 and $2,000 advanced

by Mr., Guy Minton.

2, Mr, C, F. Wheeler was reported as

willing to take conveyance of the part of the
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purchase which lapses into his ground having
abont 68 foot frontage on Main St, for $11,500.
Thus the Village Church was able to get a site for its
new church. Tn addition, "Dr. Van Orden proposed to
take convoyance of the Chapel and parsonage promises
for $5,000 on or before May 15 next and thereafter to
lease same to the Society for interest on purchase
price during such time as the necessities of the Church
nay reguire." This proposal was accepted.
Mr, Minton had stated the purchase arrangements
very simply, but therc was a story behind the buying
of the land which is of interest. It is a story of
working Christian relationship between the TEpiscopalian
Parish and that of the Village Church, Mr. W. W. Qgden
expressed 1t at the Annual Parish Meeting on April 8,
1903 as follows:
Resolved that we extend to our Episco-
palian brethren our hearty appreciation of
the generous spirit which they manifested in
sacrificing their own interests to the welfare
of our aged friend Joh% Gould whereby this
parish has been enabled to procure for the
erection of its church the most conveniént and
desirable one in the Village.,
While considerable time and effort were being ex-
pended toward the building project, it was not at the

expense of everyday affairs. Routine work of the
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Trustees involved the Poard always and their work in
connection with the building project was an additional
load which they handled. The project involved additional
expenses as well as negotiating loans was again a fashion
of the Toard, In Sept. 1903 they were foroed to borrow
in order to pay expenses incurred in clearing the new
church site, moving the Gould house to a different spot
on the land and repeiring and renovating it for usc as
a parsonage., These items of expense had not been cone-
sidered as part of the Puilding Fund, and, as it often
is with unforescon costs, became an obligation of the
Trustees., That it was handled readily by the Poard was
an indication of experience gained from similar past
situations and a forecast of future efforts of the Trust-
ees as history shows that the unexpected is often their
lot,

Ry the fall of 1903 plans for the new building
were completed and costs established, The Church Brec-
tion Committee therefore issued a call for a Parish
Meeting to determine the wish of the congregation, The
plans met with approval by the Parish, but the cost es-
timate caused a delay as it was about $5,000 in excess
of the pledged amount. Joseph W. Ogden's gift of $10,000
carried a stipulé%ion that it would be made only toward
a debt free building, so borrowing was not possible as
a means to raisé the balance needed in order to start

~building. Therefore the only action taken was to approve
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the plans. A request was sent to Mr. J., W. Qgden to
waive his stipulation, and there the program rested as
the meeting concluded,

The program did indeed rest, for it was not until
April 7, 1904 that a reply from Joseph Ogden was trans-—
mitted to the congregation hy his brother Henry. The
reply was worth walting for, as Mr. Ogden indicated he
vas. . willing to waive the stipulation providing the Parish
was unanimous in its desire to incur debt in order to
proceed with the new church building. This report to
the congregation was made at the Annual Meeting held in
the Chapel through the courtesy of the Episcopal Church
to whom the Chapel had previously been sold. Having re-
ceived the report, action was deferred in order to let
the congregation have time for consideration and to
acquaint the balance of the parish not in attendance of
the new stipulation., April 27, 1904 was chosen as the
date to act: on the Qgden proposal. The decision was
unanimous to incur an additional $5,000 debt and proceed
with building the new church edifice. Thus the final
decision had been made after about five years from the
time a new building was first suggested, Such is often
the case when large undertakings are entered into by a
church, It gives%members of the congregation a chance
to express their thoughts, it permits changes in the
original plans, and, thus it is hoped that the final

results will be satisfactory to all,

232



43

Bids wore received by the Trustees, and on July 2,
1904 the Roard rcviewed the returns., The lowest bid re-
ceived in accordance with the plans of Cady, Berg and
See was $22,690, which did not include necessary fur-
niture, seats, heating and lighting. Tt was evident to
the Trustees that the $25,000 Building Fund would bhe in-
sufficient to complete the job. A discussion was held
among the Trustees and the results were most gratifying,
Once again R. H. Allen and Cuy Minton came to the res-
cue, joined by W. W. Ogden. Mr., Allen offered to stand
for $1,000, Mr., Minton for $500 and Mr. Ogden for $250
of costs beyond the $25,000, With this assurance, a
motion wasg unanimously passed that the President of The
Board of Trustees proceed to slgn a contract for con-
struction of the new church building according to the
plans and specifications of the architects with Mr,
A, M, Trowbridge, the low biddér. The new growth was
now to be fact, The vigorous life of the Church had
been evident for five years in bringing the expansion
to fruition, In order to sustain the physical growth
that vigor must be nourished and kept alive. This of
course was the responsibility of the entire congregation
under the leadership of the Pastor and the Session.
The actual building of the edifice would be a sustain-
ing factor. So, appropriate plans for the corner stone
laying ceremony were formulated on Aug. 22, 1904 at a

Joint Meeting of the Trustees and Session, The plans

233



44

called for Rev., Gardner to officiate and Mr. Allen to
perform the stone laying. Mr. Joseph Ogden was invited
to share the honor but he indicated he would be unable
to attend. Other participants and guests invited were
pastors and pulpit supply of the Village Church and min-
isters from other churches in Chatham and other communi-
ties in the vicinity.

The weather was all that could be desired, the occa-
sion that which had so long been awaited by the Village
Church, the date Sunday Aug. 28, 1904; it was time to
lay the corner stone of the new church building. The
ceremony opened with prayer by Rev, Livingston Taylor
of PRrooklyn followed by a reading from the Scriptures
by Rev., C. T, Hesselgrave, Elders R, H, Allen and Cuy
Minton then placed the corner stone, which contained a
copy of the Apostles Creed, Articles of Faith and Cove~
nant, Record of Work 1893 to 1904, copy of "0ld Chatham"
by William €. Wallace, Historical Discourses by Rﬁv.

E. P, Cardner, and the Order of Service - morning wor-
ship., Additionally there were lists of Prayer Meeting
Topics for 1904, Christian Endeavor Toplics for 1904,
Westminsters Shorter Catechism, The Assembly Herald -
Sept. 1904, photographs of the old church and Rev.
Gardner, many photos of Chatham, Chatham Press Aug.
27, 1904, Madison Eagle Aug. 26, 1904, Historical
Sketches of Chatham, newspaper clippings, Roll of Per-

- sons over seventy years of age who attended meeting in
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Chapel a fow years previously, coins of recent date,
and Program of Services. Dr, Gardner delivered the
main address as Rev. J, B, Reaumont and Rev., T. F, White
deliverced short addresses.,

The occasion was truly a grand one for the Village
Church of Chatham and for the borough, as was indicated
by the large turn out of representatives from all the
local churches, It was on this occasion that the name
"Ogden Memorial" was applied to the Church by R. H.
Allen in his address on laying the corner stone, Also
of historical interest was the inclusion of the corner
stone from the 1832 building with the new corner stone,
Note also was taken that Chatham was still the home for
two who had witnessed the laying of the corner stone of
the building erected in 1832. The survivors were Mrs.
Purdy and Miss Juliette Ward. Memories of past actiﬁia
ties were thus called to mind and further emphasized by
the closing hymn written especially for the occasion.
It was dedicated to the late William C. Wallace who had
been a constant inspiration to the Church during his
life time, which spanned the entire ministry of Rev,
Ogden with whom he had attended college at Princeton
prior to their close association in the Vvillage Church,

During the effort to ralse funds for a new building,
Dr., Gardner had been tireless in his efforts on behalf
of the Village Church. However, he also had time to

- consider his own position in regard to the church. He
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reached a decision to request the dissolution of his
pastoral relationship with the Vvillage Church. There-
fore, when the new huilding was assured, Rev. Cardner
submitted his request to the Session and Trustees on
Aug. 22, 1904, A Parish Meceting was called for Sept, 8,
1904 at which time the motion for dissolution of pas-
toral relations between the Village Church and Dr.
Gardner was approved, Further action at the Meceting
approved Nr. John Macnaughtan as acting supply with a
salary of $100 per month while a new pastor was sought.
To implement the search for a new pastor, it was moved
and approved that G, H. Kirkpatrick, Chairman of the
meeting appoint a committee of six to present theilr
recommendation to the Church., Many events were to pass
before the committee made its recommendation,

So the Village Church moved into the year of 1905
with a new building, an acting pastor, and a newly cre-
ated debt, Ry fall it was concluded that total church
indebtedness stood at $14,000, Of this total, Henry D,
Ogden, Treasurer of the Building Committee, reported
$3,000 as unpaid pledges. HRdward H. Lum, Church Treas-
urer, reported pew rents and plate collections approx-
imately $2,900 per year with fixed expenses about $2,600
annually, With this as a background, a discussion by
the Session, Trustees, and Building Committee took place

to try and solve the problem of discharging liabilities

“payable. R. H., Allen offered to contribute $2,500 toward
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this purpose if the congregation would raise $4,000.
W. W. Ogden and Guy Minton were appointed a committee
to solicit such funds. It was also decided to increase
the monthly salary of Dr. Macnaughtan to $125 as he was
still scrving as acting supply for the pulpit., Contin-
uing with Church business, the meeting resolved to trans-
fer the utility poles and wiring the Church maintained
on Blmwood Avenue to the Dorough, providing the town
fathers would assume maintenance of same as far as the
lights extended. Work continued during the winter on
the finances of the Church with some success, but by
Febh, 1906 sufficient funds had not been raised to allev-
iate the press of indebtedness.

The‘Parish Meeting of April 4, 1906 brought to light
the following:

The 0lerk then announced that the Legis~
lature of 1905 (N.J.) had passed an Act applic-
able to Pres. churches and that the proceed-
ings of this meeting must be conducted in con~
formity thereto; portions of the act were
read, By provisions of that act the present
Board of Trustees are retired from office,.

On motion it was resolved that hereafter
our Board of Trustees consist of nine members,
It was further resolved phat the Chairman of
the meeting appoint a committee of two to
submit nominations of Trustees, Chairman

named Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr, Snook as this
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committee,
Thus the business affairs of Ogden Memorial as conducted
by the Trustees were brought into accord with State
Law. A new Board of Trustees was duly elected consist—
ing of the following terms and members.
1 year term - R. H. Allen, Guy Minton, David
Falconer
2 year term - Henry D. Ogden, Chas. K. Nichols,
Henry B. Stopford
3 year term - Td. H, Lum, Addison H. Day,
John €, Conover,
As a guide to the new Roard "It was resolved that the
Trustees 1f they deem it advisable so to do be empow-
ered to fund our debt to an amount not to exceed $10,000
and secure the same by mortgage on the Societies real
estate with interest at 5% or at a better rate if ob-
tainable, and if at any time during the coming fiscal
year funds be needed to discharge regular charges the
Trustees be authorized to negotiate temporary loans on
note to be made in our corporate name,” To round out
the business of the Parish, it was declded to call a
congregational meeting for April 9th to act upon the
recommendation that Dr. Macnaughtan be called as stated
pastor. Accordingly on April 9th the congregation met,
but "A violent rain storm prevailed and in conseguence

the attendance was very small.” However, in light of
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the known wishes that the congregation was practically
unanimous in itse desire to call Dr. Macnaughtan to the
pulpit, mlus the fact that Preshytery would meet the
next day, it was decided to vote on the nomination. The
vote to extend the call was eleven for and none opposed,
Praesbytery approved the call on April 10, 1906 and Dr,
Macnaughtan was installed on Epril 18th,

Signs that the church was still expericncing growth
were indicated in 1906 by the hiring of Mr. Irving Lum
as organist for regular Sabbath services and instrumental
supply for weekly prayver neetings at a salary of $150
for the year. Also, the choir space was enlarged. The
Sunday School was cramped for space and Mr. Strong,
Superintendant, received permission from the Trustees
to erect stalrs to the room over the school area and
fix that rcom for additional school space, Mr, Strong
propoged to do this with funds raised by Miss Wallace
of $100 and other funds to he ralsed independent of
church finances. This growth, while very desirable,
was an additional burden on the finances of the Church,

So, the indebtedness was still a pressing problem to the

Trustees as they moved into 1907. Heavy interest charges

on the debt caused considerable trouble as it left in-
sufficient funds for current expenses. Subscription
paper had been circulated late in 1906 to the amount oOF
$2,500 and so it was decided to call for payment of samo

~+to alleviate the situation, Also, the President of tho
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Poard of Trustees was authorized to negotiate a2 loan as
needod to discharcge the present ohligations for the
fiscal voar,

Tt was at this time, shortly after the turn of the
century, that Chatham could be said to have oxperionced
somewhat of a change from a rural orientation to what
may be called a more suburban oricented way of 1life, The
town was groving and along with it the membership in
the church and the “unday School. The church facilities
had been rather well met with the new bullding in 1905,
hut Sunday “chool needs were not really considered
strongly cnough and by now, 1907, just two years alter
moving into the new building, Mr. Herbert T. Strong, the
Superintendant of the %unday School, found himself in a
special.bind. He had permission to use the room over
the Sunday School room as noted carlier and had stairs
built teo it, hut in order to have it f£it for the use of
the children, dormers had to be bullt in. The records
seem to indicate that the Church expected the Zunday
School to finance thelr own operation, and so 1t was
with the dormers., The Trustees authorized Mr., Strong
to consult with the architects Cady, Berg and See for
plans, submit them for approval to the Trustees, and
then, 1f everything suited the Trustees, he could pro-
ceed., It turns out that Mr. Strong was abkle to proceed

and the dormers were installed; but, as seems usual in

church matters pertaining to any kind of building, it
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was a trying experience before all bills were settled,
In the mean time, though, the Zunday School had its
much needed space,

Along with the new bulilding and growth at this
time, there came into more frequent use the name "Ogden
Memorial Presbyterian Church." This was recognized by
the Trustees and a formal change of name was invoked on
Jan, 26, 1908, The timing of the change could be cone-
sidered as coinciding with the end of a remarkable per-
iod of time in the Church, which was gparked by the Rev.
Ogden, his close friend Wm., Wallace and R. H., Allen, a
son~-in~law of Wallace, These families, for it was not
just the three men mentioned, but sons and daughters as
well, had spanned almost a century of service to the
Church which was paramount to the very life and exist-
ence of the Village Church in Chatham. How appropriate
that the change of name came only a few days after Mr,
Richard Hinckley Allen's death on Jan. 14, 1908, which
is duly @ulogized in the records of the Session and
Trustees,

Change was taking place in the country during the
early 1900's and so it was with the Church. GCrowth oc-
curred, emphasis of services changed as the social con-
ditions of the country underwent changes of values, life
styles, etc, This is the period when horseless car-
riages started to change the means of transportation

slowly, but surely. Horse sheds at church were not as
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important any longer, temperance meetings were becoming
the voque, evangelic interest was flourishing, more fre-
quent. meetings for Church business became necessary and
more get-togethers for social reasons were apparent. All
signs of a gqrowing community with easier transportation
means., Financial problems didn't seem to mitigate, but
there was certainly more money available, The problem
scems to have been thaf cxpenses also were more numerous,

Dr. Macnaughtan reported to the Trustees a legacy
from Miss Sara Wallace in the amount of $5,000 along
with gifts he had received in the amount of $3,000 in
April 1910. Thesc sums were applied to the indebtedness,
which greatly improved the financial position of the
Church. It was at this same meeting that upon motion by
Mr. Kirkpatrick it was resolved that the expenses of
the Sunday School be borne by the Church., A move this
writer feels was long overduc,

The follow~up to reducing indebtedness came on
March 1, 1911 at the Parish Meeting when Dr. Macnaughtan
presented the cancelled mortgage of $10,000 on the
church, A celebration of same took place that summer
under the direction of Mr., Strong. Dr, Gérdner and Mr.
Beaumont, former pastors, were present at the celebration,

A blending of the new and old in the church as well
as the community comes to light in the Trustee Minutes
of March 4, 1912, Parish Meeting of March 6, 1912, and

the Trustee Minutes of April 2%, 1912. The March 4th
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meeting involved problems of the billing for sewers as
assessed by the Roro plus the expression of feeling on
the part of the Board that some of the younger members
of the congregation should bhe serving on the Roards of
the Church. The sewers were new to Chatham and Mr.
E. C. Ransom beccame a Trustee at the Parish Meeting to
he an infusion of young blood, but the old didn't fade
away quickly as the April meeting required the Bullding
and Grounds Committee to take action in constructing
five horse sheds to replace those destroyved by gale
winds., This blending of old and new 1s perhaps a feature
of Church life as well as most other kinds of life, It
tends to lend stability to action, In line with the
phasing out of horse transportation and the induction
of automobiles in their place, it is interesting to note
that it was in 1913 that Mr. Snook deeded the strip of
land east of Elmwood Avenue' to the Church. A real use
of this strip doesn't seem to have come about until the
1950's when it became an out, for finding more parking
space near the church for those automobiles which had
their ancestry in the horseless carriages just entering
the picture when the land was given to the Church.
Several attempts to deal with the corporate affairs
of the Church from a budgetary stand were turned down
during this period, but the reasons for not going to
a budget system are not recorded. Perhaps if they had

done so, a mix~up in expenditure which had funds raised
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by the Sunday School for a piano being spent on other
matters could have been avoided, It wasn't and so again
we seem to have an indication that the Sunday School was
more an appendage to the Church than an integral part,
Times were changing though and signs start pointing to
an acceptance of the Sunday School as a very important
part of the Church., Its growth left the Church no

other cholice several years later. 8till, in Nov. 1915
the Ladies Ald Society prevalled upon the Trustees to
let them have a Sunday School room for expansion of
kitehen facilities, TBeing perhaps facetious, one could
wonder if a change in emphasis from a Church nourishing
the soul to nourishing the hody was occurring, Not
really, as it was during this time that a decided em~
phasis on evanqeliéism, temporance, prayer meetings,
joint efforts of the Churches of Chatham to coordinate
town activitiecs with church activities to avoid conflict,
and at Ogden Memorial strong efforts to improve and ex-
pand the music program were taking place, Professional
help was used by the choirs in the form of an organist,
soloists and choir directors. This had been a gradual
affair starting with recognition of individuals within
the church, notably from the Lum family as indicated
previously, to professionals from outside Chatham, After
Mr. Irving Lum had received renumeration for his sexr~
vices, we find in 1912 a Mrs., DeHart of Maplewood re-~

ceived $3 per Sunday for services to the choir and a
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Miss Tether White of Summit was hired as director at
$25 per month in 1915,

Tn NDocember 1916 the Church again benefitted from
the love of the Ogdens as Henry D. O0gden reported to
the Trustees that his bhrother Joseph W, Ogden had in-

cluded his fathert's church - QOaden Memorial - in his

struction of a tower addition to the church, It was
to be a fow years before the tower was actually added
to the church since it was felt that building costs
were too high at the time. A story that has oft becon
repeated in history, usually to the dismay of those de-
ciding, as the costs usually seem to go up with time,
Whether or not a recognition of the active and ef-
Ficient involvoment of the ladies of the Church in the
affairs of the Church in a statement by Mr. A, Day at
the Parish Meeting of March 6, 1918, leading to the elec~
tion of Mrs. ETlizabeth P. Hﬁésl@r (Mrs., Rufu%? and Mrs,
Phebe =mdith Trowbridge (Mrs. Frank) as Trustees can be
construed as a forerunner to Womens Liberation, so pop-
ular with some today, is questionable, But, it is worth
noting that throughout the history of the Village Church
in Chatham the ladies of the Church have always been
active, involved and responsive to the total program
of the Church,

Moving into 1919, we can see that church affalrs
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can readily be affcocted by society at large. Witness
the following report by Wm., C., Maul, President of the
Board of Trustees, to the Parish Meeting reconvened on
March 12, 1919 after a storm condition adjournment of
the scheduled mecting of March 5, 1919,
We have had a number of things to contend with
during the last yecar which impaired our income
and which caused the afore mentionaed condi-
tion (arrears in envelope pledges and borrow-
ing). The influenza epidemic cut out a num=-
har of scrvices and greatly lessencd attendance
at others. This naturally meant a doecreasc
in the regular plate collections which ordi-
narily amount to quite a round sum. Besides
the demands made on the pocket~book were un-~
usually frequent and urgent so that the offer-
ings showed a decided falling off from pre-
vious years, So you see i1t was unavoidable
to borrow money in order to clear our debts,
In closing let me urge the Congregation to do
their best toward supplying the necessary
funds promptly and liberally so that the Board
may not be hampered in financing the Church
work, The members of the Doards are as falth-
ful and conscientious in their transactions
and the money they spend, as they do their

own. And secondly, let me urge the members
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of the Noards to bhe a little more religious 1f
possible in attonding the mectings, These two
things will supply both the means and the way
to do the great work of furthering the matcr-
ial and financial side of this church,
Perhaps in looking at past, present, and future records
of this Church, one cannot help but feel that this can
he a grote for all times, not just 1919,

Tt is to beo noted as we push on toward 1926, which
can bhe looked upon as a significant time in the life of
Ogden Memorial that 1920 saw an over-subscription to the
budget on completion of the canvas for the year, The
Trustees changed thelr meeting night (remember back to
when they had daytime meetings in the 1800+'s) from
Thursday aftoer prayer meeting to the first Monday night
of the month, The reason was that meetings lasted late
into the night. Revision of insurance on the property
was undertaken with the church edifice listed at $35,000,
the mansn at 7,500, the organ at $3,000, and the fur-
niture at $2,000, The Trustees had some variety to
thelir lsabors with "Attention being called to the fact
that a fine maple tree is being bored by ants, the com-
mittee on grounds was directed to procure a remedy.”

We sen also the Session appointing Lﬁﬁrence Day as mem-—
ber to Music Committee of Trustees to bring about a

closer working relationship between the program of the

Church as expressed by the Session and the paying for
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it as requived by the Trustees.

Mote shouvld also b taken of the use of Church
property to permit the Noro residents to enhance and
carry on somn of their various activities, The Yomons:'
Cluh of chathem wans one Lthat received this benofit For
a nominal fee; Toy Scouts used it reagularly starting
in the early 1900+s, nob without some Friction as at
times 1t is noted that they didnt't always adhere to
agreed terms of usage as set forth by the Trustees.
Later on, public school classes were to use church facil-
ities,

Could it he that a method for attracting youth Lo
the Church was found and abandoned in 1921 when it is
recorded that a bill for advertising in Lthe school paper
was roceived hy the Trusbees? Nobody knew the how or
why of it, mt the hill was paid by the Treasurer, May-
be not for youth, but how about advertising for adults?
Well, & month later it was resolved Lo advertise in the
Chatham Pregs at a rate of not more than $2.00 weekly
for threce mnonths, More of things to come can be noted
in a rogquest by the pastor to use a "moving pilcture ma-
chine* in the church, Only in the year 1922 it was nec-
essary to make sure i1t was used in compliance with in-
surance rogulations and State Law.

And just to get back to-a more or less normal po-
n as the Church moved toward its 100th anniversary
023, it i1s noted that the manse had to he roofed at
t

of %575 for which Mr, Minton forwarded tho cash
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and ool an assismment for seme. Turther the ohurcli
propor neodod g complote new roof at the time, but only
discusaion tool place os thoere just wore nob any funds
to do that job, The writer's recollection of stories in
the family has 1L thalt it was done a few years later
by solling shingles or blocks of same as a means Tor
paying tho coot,

Thalt of tho 100th Anniversary of Lhe Ogdon Memcrial
Presyhlerian Church?  The story of this Church was ro-

corded briefly in a hoolk Centenial of The Ogden Mome

orial Treshyvterian Church 10231023, cdited by Bdvard 11,

Tum, by action of the Session at Lts meeting on Nov.

20, 1922, The actlion of the Session created a Commile-

tee on Tentenial Celebration as follows:
Wenry N. Ogden (son of Rev, Ogden), Mrs.
R. I, Allen (daughter of William €. Wallace),
Mra, Henry T. Berry, Mrs. €, M. Ross, Mrs.
Nenjamin €, Renedict, Mrs, Rufus Keilsler, Jr.,
Mrs, F, Trvin Krauss, Guy Minton, Tdward M.
Tum (related te founder), Arthur A. Richmond
(grandfather of the writer), Pavid Falconer,

Addison Day (related to founder), Homer J.

nal member), Herbert T. Strong, and Raymond
Trowbridge,
It is from this history that we have a listing of origi-
nal members, ministers who served the Church, and a con-

i

‘cise compilation.of highlights of 100 years with refer-
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enco to many individuals who with love for their Church
and fod unstintingly gave of thelr services to help
foster Mia ¥ingdom through the Village Church in Chatham,
Listed ae original memhers of this Church are nemes still
familiar to Chathamites as most of these families still
have descendants residing in town and active in the
Church, From the Tum family we have Isracl, Yamutal,

and Temporance; the Nay's were reprosonted by Israel,
Paul, Josiah Jr., "lizabeth, Harriet, Nancy, Dorcas,
Mehetahle, Joanna, Susanna, JTemima, Jennet, and Nancy
Jr.; the Ronnell's were Jacob, Sarah, Margaret, Anna,

and Vashtij; from the Bower's were Ira, Comfort, and
Hannah N, ; and rounding out the group we have Philip
Cockrem, Hannah Cockrem, Sally Crane, Abigall Crane,
Polly Burnett, Mary Burnett, Nancy Meeker, Libbie Meeker,
Mary Condit, Charlotte Smith, Deborah Xent, Electa
Wingate, Wannah Johnson, Mary Redding and Charity wWood-—
ruff,

In following the growth of this Christian endeavor
in Chatham we find in addition to those original members
and their families such names as Genung, Minton, Parsils,
Morehouse, Munn, Muchmore, McDougal, Trowbridge, RBudd,
Sturgis, Baldwin sprimkled through the pages of time in
the early days of the Church, This, of course, can
hardly be considered a complete listing and any omis-

sions are regretted, In the earlier days of the Church,
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with so few memhers, it was relatively easy to make such
a listing, but as the Church grow in membership more and
more work was accomplished by committees with a great
many pcopla taking part whose names just do not appear
in the records, To those many let me take this time to
give thanks and recoanition if not in name, in realiza-
tion that the Church would not be today if it were not
for thom.*

Ry 1923 the membership had grown from the original
thirty-nine to three hundred thirty-nine with about 150
families being represented, O0f these families it can
be noted that many go far back in the history of Chat-
ham, indicating that a great deal of the growth of the
Church was from within, contrasting with today's "coming
and going" of Church families caught in the sway of mod-~
ern shifting of jobs and decentralization of family
units.

While the actual 100 years of service to God and
community arrived in 1923, the climax of it might be
said to have occurred a few yecars later when in 1927
Ogden Memorial made a significant advance in their min~-
istry to the youth of the Church by putting an addition
on the church to the rear of the sanctuary, extending
along Elmwood Avenhue. This addition included a parish
hall, Sunday School rooms, study for the pastor and of-

fice space in a two story structure with a partial base-

*
See Addendum
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ment. Professional fund raising was enlisted for this
task in the form of Dr. Albert F, MctGarrah of the Divi-
sion of TPuilding and Property Board of National Missions.

What magnificent ndifice it was. Tt met the demands

1]

of the times, and in later years not only served the
Church, but helped the community by being used for ele-
mentary school classes when local schools became over
crowded after World War TITI.

Moving on through the depression years of the 1930's
(was history repeating itself?) and into the turmoil of
the war and the post-war period of the 1940's, Ogden
Memorial grew rapidly and found itself in the position
of continually striving to keep up with a rapidly ex~
panding membership. This was most evident in the Church
School as the influx of young families to Chatham not
only swelled the rolls of the Church, but that of the
schools in town as well. The local schools used church
facilities to help meet the demand; the churches used
double sessions for both Church School and Church Ser-
vices, The public schools finally went into a building
program and so did the churches of Chatham.

Recognition of the importance of ministry to the
youth of the Church had been a part of the philosophy of
the Presbyterian Church since the time of Robert Raikes
of Gloucester, England in 1780 and John Knox of Scot-

land, And so it had been with the Village Church in
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Chatham. 7ul, realization that it required full time
administration and organization at Ogden Memorial did not
become cvident until 1947 when the Church included in
its hudget a salary for a Director of Christian Educa-
tion. The search for a person to fill the job turned
outward to South Orange in hiring Mary B, Richmond (Mrs,
Arthur A, Richmond, Jr.), but in reality the Church had
looked inward as she was born Mary T, Budd of Chatham
and had been reared and nurtured in her Christian faith
right in the village Church in Chatham as had her hus-
band, the late Arthur A, Richmond, Jr. It was during
Mrs, Richmond's four years of service that plans for
another expansion of Church School facilities were born,
to reach fruition in 1958,

Migs Retty Jane Miller succeeded Mrs, Richmond in
the fall of 1951 vwhen the latter moved back to her
church in South Orange as Director of Christian Bduca-
tion. These two women have to the present been the only
professional staff of the church other than ministers
and choir directors. Recognition of their years of
service must be nhoted as valuable. During their years
of work the youth population of the Church rcached ap~
proximately 600 pupils a year at its peak and through-
out this time the youth program has been recognized as
outstanding, Two members have gone on from early train-
ing into service in the ministry of the Church, George

Pike, Jr. and Ralph K. Willers, both being ordained at
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Ogden Memorial in the 1950's, In addition, Christian
ministry has becen a part of the life of others of the
Church <chool as they entered into youth work in teach-
ing and YMCA related efforts.

nranching out from direct service to the youth hy
Sunday School efforts, the youth program. under Miss
Miller costablished a Week Day Nursery School for fourx
yvear olds to serve not only Ogden Memorial ¢hildren,
but others interested in a Christian oriented pre-
school program, And, at the other end of the age scale,
a Senior Citizens Club is sponsored by the Church., Both
of these came into being in the year 1960.

This was the time when the enrollment of Ogden Mem-
orial reached its zenith, It probably is attributable
to several socliologilcal facts of the times., Religious
popularity in the country at a high, birth rates up con-~
siderably, and Chatham reaching ncar capaclity in home
building to accomodate the influx of now families, This
has been followed by a national decrease in church mem~
bership starting in the early 1960*s, Youth has found
a different orientation which at times is related to
Jesus and at others a cult oriented interest, living
styles have changed with the roll of the church being
down graded in significance to present day values. AS
with most churches, Ogden Memorial has felt the effects

of these changes, Enrollment has declined in both adult

= and youth alliance to the Church. Increased costs of
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maintoenance of Church programs has been folb being spread
over fower contributors, To say that times are difficult
for the Church and for Qgden Memorial in particular as

it closes in on its 150th anniversary could be true.

nut in face of this challenge, a perhaps more dedicated
group of Christians are facing Fforward with thoughts of
the past and ideas Tfor the future which seem to be a

part of the history of Christianity in that while set-
hacks may occur, tho spark of life ignited by Christ

is not snuffed out, but burns the more brightly as a
beacon to quide on through the course of 1ife, Such
would seem to he the role in store for the venerable
Village church in Chatham.

The leadership of Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church
has been in the hands of nministers from the start with
Rev. Asa Lyman being its Moderator and pulpit supply
from 1823 to 1828, As first full time pastor, Rev.
Joseph M. Ogden started the nurture of this Church,
serving from 1828 to 1873 to be followed by Rev, Alfred
V. €. Johnson from 1873 to 1877, Rev, William F. Ander-
son from 1879 to 1881, Rev. James B. Beaumont from
1882 to 18921, Rev, Tdward P. G%ﬁ&ner, D, D. from 1891 to
1904, Rov, John Machaughtan, D. D. from 1904 to 1915,
Rev, John Warner Moore from 1916 to 1917, Rev, Burleigh
Cruikshank from 1918 to 1920, Rev, Robert A. Riggerstaff
from 1921 to 1940, Rev. Clarence I.. Lecrone from 1940 to

date, with Rev., John L. Takin from 1942 to 1945 (ad in-
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torim for Mov. Tecrone on duty as Chaplain, 77, 2. Army).
Nnthers wvill follow those men just as they have heen
followers in the light of Christ in the ever on-going
affort te bring mankind into the spiritual relationship
to 7od which will hring Tis Fingdom here on earth,
Such would =seom to he the nature of things, So we may
ask oursclves, am T to he a part of this gloriously
challending effort, will T look hack in btime and he able
to say that T, too, have heen a membor of this band of
followvors, and look to the Tnture Wnowing that my des-
condants have heon nurtnred in TMis Falth to carry on
this work? Tor those that foel a stirring of comrade-
ship for the paskt and a linkage to the Tuture from
reading this brief recounting of a small pilece of hise-
tory, T say, let us enter into the future of this Church
united in Christ to continue Ogden Memorial's service
to fod and man 1n Chatham and in the ever increasing

circles of involvement outside of this community.
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mevdides those mentioned akove, the bronze plagnoe
north woll of the sanclbuary tells of anothor,
1 as Tollowss
This Tahlet ls Tedicated to the Memory
of
Tannall Maria Tond
12057-1039
ror sixty-soven years sho was a member of this
church to which
she was wholeheartodly devoted and to which
ahe boegueathoed the entire reoidue of

hey estate

Ogden Memorial Preshyterian Church.
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Autobiographical Sketeh of
John Crowell Richmond

It seems but a relatively short time ago when on April
8, 1922 I was born the second son of Arthur A. Richmond, Jr.
and Mary B. Richmond (nee Mary Emiline Budd). At the time the
family lived in East Orange, N,J. and consisted of the fore-
mentioned plus Arthur A, Richmond, III, the elder son. Five
years later the family became complete with the birth of
Naney B. Richmond. It was about two years after her birth
that we moved to South Orange, N.J. whieh wasg my home until
after my marridge to Jeanne K. Lockrow of Hamden, Conn. in
1946, It wasg in 1947 that we moved into our present house
in Chatham.

Being raised in South Orenge, I attended the Maplewood-

So. Orange school system through sophomore year at Columbia
High Scholl. Three years at Blair Academy, Blairstown, N.J.
ecompleted my secondary education in June 1940. That fall I
entered Williams College, Williamstown, Mass, War elouds hover-
ed over the world at the time, and it was just two short years
later when I left college to be a member of the United States
Marine Corps for the duration of World Wer II. My military
career started at Paris Island, 5.C. where I went through "Boot™
eamp., It was then off to the Pacifie for combat. Remaining in
the same outfit as it went from the ertillery battalion of a
reinforeed regiment to the 2nd Bn., 15th Marines, 6th Marine
Tivision, I went from private to Platoon Sargent and Operations
Non-Commissioned Offiecer with eombat At EﬁiwetokirGuam and
Okinawa, " : ' | '

Following World Wer II'I attended Bloomfield Tech to gain
machine tool experiern¢e and then joined Riechmond ‘Brothers Ce. in
Newark, N.J, - a femily business founded in 1860 &t Thompsonville,
Conn. Being a member‘of'%héﬁowﬁiﬁg family“ga%é“ﬁé5thé privilege
of really starting at the bottom, but it alse afforded me the
opportunity of beecoming Presidént of thé company in 1966,

During those twen%yiﬁé&ré”ffdm”r9461%631986”n6t only were
my fortunes at Richmond Brothers risidg, but a family grew up in
Chatham eonsisting now of Miehael H., Linda B,, Sally C., Janis X.,
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and Cynthia C., At the present Mike is & senior at Blair, Linda
a senior at Chatham High School and the rest of the girls also
attending the Chatham publie schools.

Much of the family life in Chatham has been centered about
the Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church. Jeanne and I joined on
our arrival in Chatham, I rather suspeet that this was fore-
ordained sihce some of my relatives, the Lums and the Budds have
had membershin in the chureh since its founding in 1823. The same
might be said of my moving to Chatham sinee the Budds have been
associated with what is now Chatham from the early 170N's, My
own experience with hhe church has been most rewarding to me,
and 1 trust of service to the ehurch, as L have had the privilege
nf gerving as an klder and teaching in the church school,

My interests outside the church have been many, but
restricted by two events whieh took precedence over all others.
Namely being called back to military serviee in 1950 for the
Korean conflict. This tour of duty involved a two year hitch as
a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army serving as an instructor in the
Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Then in 1960 I returned
to seholastic endeavor by starting in at Universdty College,
Rutgers-The Stae Univ. in order to obteain a B.A, degree with
a major in mathematies. The present time finds me in what I
hope will be my last year at Rutgers. Attending nighthschool has
been extremely demamding on my time whiwh neeessitated dropping
many attivities of interest to me suech &s working with young
boys in various sporting ende&vors, umpiring baseball, teaching
church sehool, serving on- hhe Camp Commi$tee of Management of
the Orange IMCA, ete., but I trust the benefits of college will
be worth the eurbailment of amctivities. One tangible result of
attending eollege is the reason for bhis ‘sketeh in that my
present work toward writlng a h1w%0r=" 'the Ogden Memorial
Church was precipitate
church (its first twe
New Jersey History co

ef history of the early
arch paper for my

And this brings things up to. date as I am prsently involved

in what I hope will be a history in depth of Ogden Memorial to be
ready for its 150th Anniversary in 1973.

2bo
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By Mrs. A. A. Richmendd+ '
24L2

SHORT HISTORY OF THE OGDEN MEMORIAL
FRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHATHAM
When Robert Treat brought a group of settlers from

Connecticut to New Jersey in 1666 and founded Newark, there
was among the colonists 2 minister named Abraham Plerson,
Under his leadershlip, a church was started which today,
after all these years, still ministers for the good in the
heart of the city now so large and changed from that early
village on the banks of the Passalc River, At first only
those who were members of the church could vote and have a
volce in the affalrs of Newark, but we are more concerned
wlth the spiritual influence of this church in those early
years,

‘ Hardy souls soon pressed westward carrylng their
Pregbyterian faith with them and as soon as posslble setting
up meeting places for the worship of God., So, by the middle

of the eighteenth century we find there were churches at
Hanover 1718; Orange 1719; Califon 17333 Morristown 1734;
New Providence 1737; Mendham 1738; Madison 1747; Chester 1751;

Parsippany 1755; Succasunna 1756 and Rockaway 1758, Today it
18 true these places are not so far away, but even in this

writer's early childhood it was & real journey by horse and

carriage over good macadam roads to reach them, How much
more difficult on foot or horseback, or oxcart, for those
hardy early piéoneers who opened up roads in a wild country, i
But these first churches, daughters of 014 First
Church of Newark, in turn established thelr own "daughter"

churches. Early in the 1800's we have Wharton 1805; Long



243

-2 -

Valley 18303 South Orange and Orange 1831; Boonton 1832;
Dover 1835 and pre-dating them in 1823, The Village Church
iri Chatham, This is the name by which the Ogden Memorial
Church was flrst known, So, it might be called a "“grand-
daughter" of the 0ld First on Broad Street, Newark,

Sturdy settlers travelled far for church services
untlil & section would have enough population to feel the
need for easlier attendance and to desire having their own
place of worship, So, the Village Church in Chatham, Morris
County, New Jersey came into being in 1823,

There was a reason for this odd name, An explanation
is found in a book (Centennial Ogden Memorial Church 1823-
1923) published in 1923 upon the church's centennial, On
rage 17 we read: "The Village Church in Chatham, What an
odd name someone will gsay; but there's a reason, Chatham in
the early part of the last century was a rather large place,
The township had in 1t: Bottle Hill, Hickory Tree, Genung-
town, Bonneltown, Chatham Village, Union Hill and other
settlements, The Village Church in Chatham was organized in
1823, but before that the inhabitants attended church at
Bottle Hill. There the church was established in 1747, as the
Church of South Hanover, this region being in territory known
as Hanover at that time, The parent church was at Whippany in
Hanover Bounds, established in 1718, and this was the first
church west of Newark and Elizabethtown, Morris Township was
set off from Hanover in 1798, and Chatham Township was formed
from parts of Morris and Hanover Township in 1806, By act of
Legislature, Session of 1817-1818, the name The First Presby-
terian Congregation of Chatham was given to the Bottle H1ill
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Church, So in 1823 when the Village Church in Chatham was
organized the name was taken to distinguish it from the
First Presbyterian Church of Chatham situated at Bottle
Hill, now Madison." Thus this particular church came into
being.

People speak of golng to the church and think of a spe-
cial building in which they meet for worship and other
activities but a true church is8 a group of people, So, when
the church was started at s meeting of Presbytery of New
Jersey, October 8, 1823, it was at the behest of a group of
people who signed a petition, There were thirty-nine persons
residing in the Village of Chatham but holding membership in
the church at Bottle Hill, now Madison, They "respectfully
asked Presbytery to organize them into a separate church,"
The Reverend John McDowell of Elizabethtown was appointed to
moderate the meeting and cérry through in a conatitutional
manner the organization,

Their first place of meeting was what might be called a
Union Chapel, a local center for religious life of the
community, having no denominational lines and where itinerant
missionaries and ministers of different denominations held
preaching services, There the fledgling church worshipped for
ten years, Among the names of the original members are namés
long familiar in Chatham: Lum, Bonnell, Day, Condlt, Meeker,
Bower, to name a few, Today thelr descendants still reslde

here,
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It is interesting to note that of the thirty-nine persons
slgning, seven were men and thirty-two were women, And of the
seven men on the 1list, six of them have Biblical names and of
the thirty-two women, seventeen, "“This pre-~eminence of
Scriptural nomenclature clearly indicates the Puritan origin
of the life of this church, and is sufficiently indicative of
the sturdy quality of the elements out of which the new organ-
ization was formed, Of that blood could be predicted steady
courage and lndependence, imperlal consclence and a more-than
average intelligence." Thus spoke a later minister, the Reverend
John Macnaughtan D,D, at the time of the Centennial.

The pulpit was supplied for five years by the Reverend Asa
Lyman, On June 23, 1828, the Reverend Joseph M, Ogden was
installed as first pastor of the church, having been receilved
at a spring meeting of FPresbytery. He had graduated from
Princeton College in 1823 with an A.B. degree, Three years later
in 1826 he receilved a degree of A.M, from the same institution
and a D.,B, degree from Princeton Theological Seminary. In 1860
Princeton University awarded him a D,D, degree, It 1s fitting to
record his educational record for this young man of 24 years spent
the rest of his life in service of this church, layling firm
foundations for the future growth of the church, Even after
his retirement in 1873, for the remainder of his life he gave of
his wisdom and insight to the young men who folloﬁed him, Thus
it was that when the present edifice was dedicated June 18, 1905,
1t was called the Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church in honor of

this man,
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From the very beginning, at the first Session Meeting,
the Moderator instructed that minutes of the meetings of the
Church Boards be kept and recorded in a systematic way, according
to the rules and regulatians'of the Presbyterlan Law, These
0ld minutes in faded ink and Nineteenth Century penmanshlp make
Interesting reading and give small and intimate detalla of the
early church,.

At first the pastor was both Moderator and Clerk of Session
and for years the minutes are in Dr. Ogden's hand writing, Elders
served for thelr lifetime, having been carefully and prayerfully
consldered before election, Many of them served on the Boards
of Deacons and Trustees also and much of their time was expended
on the work of the church, Reasons had to be given and"sustalined"
for any absences from meetings, One minute notes, on November 13,
1834, on account of infirmities of health, Israel Lum (the first
name on the list of petitioners starting the church) and Stephen
Baldwin were no longer called upon for excuses for being absent
from Session Meetings., These meetings were held in the daytime,
half past twelve, three o'clock or flve and continued to be so
held until 1876,

The Session gave much prayerful consideration to the spiritual
welfare of its members, Those presenting themselves for member-
ship were carefully examined "as to thelr experimental and
doctrinal knowledge of religion," Unless the Session felt satis-
fied as to thelr preparation for church membershlp they were asked

to study and present themselves at a later meeting for approval,
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It i1s interesting to note in these present days of racial
discrimination and unrest that January 17, 1824 among those succe
essfully seeking menmbership on certificate from another church
was "Esther, a colored woman from the Plrst Presbyterian Church
in Chatham" (now Madison), However on February 7, 1825, "Phillis,
a colored woman belonging to Israel Day, presented herself before
Segsion and after belng examined as to her "experimental and
doctrinal knowledge of the Gospel" was because of her deficiency
denied admission, but told to seek further instruction and if she
gave satisfaction would be accepted at a future communion without
again having to appear before the Session, On April 30, 1825
Philllis was admitted by publio profession to the communion of the
church, In December, 1831, Melinda Miller "woman of color" was
also admitted,

A person was denied admisaslon because she expressed doubt
as to the propriety and necessity of infant baptism, She later,
on further consideration, was Induced to change her mind and
was accepted as a member,

When 1t came to the attentlion of the Session that a member
had erred and was gullty of s8in, the member was called before the
Session or a committee was appointed "to visit and converse' with
the member and report baok. If a spirit of penitence and con-
triti& was found and in time there were manifestations of true
repentence, the member was continued in regular standing in the
church and welcomed back to the communion table, A man was

admonished for swearing and taking the Lord's name 1n vain,
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At times the Sesslion canvassed the congregation to see if
there were a Bible in every home and Bibles were ordered and
placed in homes needing them, thus making sure the Word of God
was avallable to all families, Many Sesslion Minutes end: "there
being no further business, after a season spent in conversation

relative to the 3tate of Rellgion among us, Adjourned with Prayer,"

As the Session labored to see to the spiritual health of
the congregation, that the Ten Commandments were kept, the
Trustees labored to see the physlical needs of the ever growing
membership were met, Anyone conversant wlth church affalirs will
reallze that starting a church is not a simple or easy thing.
The people were land rich and money poor, Money was scarce even
anong those who were well-to-do materially, Constant difficul~-
ties were arising in the settlements of accounts not only from
the smallness of amounts subscribed but from failures of sub-
scribers to meet their obligations, Pews were rented and it was
not until 1879 that a system of envelope contributions to supple-
ment rent income was started, So, the Village Church Trustees
experienced "the usual financial difflecultlies -~ chureh and manse
building and payment of current expenses,"

In 1832 the congregation having outgrown the Union Chapel,
and feeling enlargement of that bullding was not the answer,
proceded to bﬁild a new edifice, June 17, 1832 the cornerstone
was laid., The Church was dedicated on January 17, 1833 and
remained in use until a final communion service on June 4, 1905
to which all past members still living were invited., This
colonial type white clapboard bullding in use almost 75 years
was buillt by contract for $3,121.00 on a lot that cost $375.00

located not far from the Passaic River Bridge on the road now
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named Main Street,

In 1873 Dr, Ogden asked Presbytery to d;ssolve the pastoral
relationship due to "falling health and inability to meet in an
adequate manmmer the necessary duties and responsibilitles of this
pastoral charge," Through the years, Dr., Ogden was helped and
backed in his church labors by Mr., Willlam C, Wallace who gave a
lifetime of devotlion to the interests of thls congregation., Mr,
Wallace was largely responsible for setting a hlgh standard of
benevolence giving to Christian labors around the world.

These two men who dld so much for the church and the town of
Chatham were born the same year, educated at the same college and
for over 50 years worked togetﬁer in friendship for the advancement
of the Kingdom., After his retirement from the active ministry as
head of the church, Dr. Ogden continued for ten yearas to minister
to the people of Chatham, advising and assisting the young men
who followed him as pastor. On December 2, 1883, he served his
last communion with Mr. Beaumont who held the pulplt at that time,
He died suddenly on February 13, 1884, thus ending a lifetime
devoted to the work of his Master and active to the very end for
the good of the community,

It was 1n the same year as Dr, Ogden dissolved his pastoral
relationship, 1873, that twelve members asked for letters of
dismission to join the Congregational Church in Stanley which had
been started by Mr, George Shepard Page, The church grew out of
his untiring devotion to Sunday School work in that section and
because of the need for a place fo worshlp nearer the people who

lived in the aresa,
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After Dr., Ogden's retirement the following minlsters served
the church, furthering its Chrisitan endeavors:
Rev, Alfred V, C, Johnson 1873-1877
Rev, Willlam F, Anderson 1879-1881
Rev, James B, Beaumont 1882-1891
Rev, Edward P, Gardner D,D. 1891-1904
Rev, John Macnaughtan D.D, 1904-1915
Rev, John Warner Moore 1916-1917
Rev, Burleigh E, Crulkshank 1918-1920
Rev. Robert A. Biggerstaff 1921-1940
Rev, Clarence L, Lecrone 1940- to date
Rev., John L. Eakin 1942-1945 (ad interim)
Mr, Moore left to be a Navy Chaplain in World War I, declided
to make it a life work, and served the Navy for many years,
Mr. Lecrone begged leawe of absence in September of 1942
and served as an Army Chaplain in the Second World War from that
time to December of 1945, He then returned and is still minister
of the church,
Mr. John L., Eakin served as ad interim minister in Mr,
Lecrone's absence from November of 1942 to November of 1945,
Interesting side-~lights on the life of the Church are found
in early Sesslon Minutes; |
June, 1831 ~ A meeting of Village citlzens organlized the
Chatham Village Temperance Soclety with Jepthah B, Munn, President,
and William C, Wallace, Secretary., Males and females were members,
The Society continued in existence until 1849,

. December 11, 1871 -~ "The Session are gratified in belng able
to record that the members of the church were so generally present
at the Communion Service yesterday that they have reason to
believe that none were absent who could have been there."

May 13, 1872 - YMany of the communicants absent from service

Yesterday 1n consequence of the storm,"
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December 21, 1876 - "It was voted to observe the Week of
Prayer at the beginning of the New Year", (An annual event)

August 30, 1887 = Another case of "Matter of discipline",

December 4, 1878 - Committee had visited the offending
members , . . found a very hepeful spirit of penitence and a
desire to be restored to the confldence and fellowship of their
fellow Christians!

As the years passed, the Trustees faced more bullding
programs, On March 20, 1848, a parish meeting passed a resolution
to buy a 1/2 acre lot for $200,00 nearer the center of town and
erect a parsonage,

In 1870 an addition giving about 1/3 again as much space as
the original edifice provided was made at the rear of the church
building at a cost of approximately $1,800. Shortly afterthis
chapel was erected by the Village Church on the site of the "0l4
Academy" whioch had been used by the Presbyterians for Sunday
School purposes as early as the 1820's, The Academy building
was removed to a new location rather than being razed., This
meant the chapel was next to the parsonage., The lot cost $500
and the chapel $5,900, It gave a meeting place near the center
of town; was used for the Sunday School and prayer meetings and
eventually was s0ld to the Episcopalians and was used by them
until this date of writing when it was razed, A new large
brick structure is now being completed on the same site by the
Episcople congregation,

November 30, 1875, the Trustees ordered a Pastor's study
built on the rear of the chapel and five sheds for horses erected

at the back, It was not yet the era of the automobile.
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March 9, 1899, $10,000 was received from Mr. & Mrs, R, H,
Allen and Miss Sarah Wallace for a new church building, The
two women were daughters of Mr, W. C, Wallace, the chmrch's
benefactor who had worked so closely with Dr, Ogden. Joseph
Wallace Ogden, son of Dr, Ogden, also gave $10,000 toward the
erection and promised a bequest in his will of $15,000 for
bullding a tower, This was contingent on the Parish raising
the rest of the amount needed for a sultable bullding. Thus
the Trustees were faced once again with formidable task of
providing the where~with-all for more building.

A lot was bought Jjust west of Chatham Center and a building
finally was begun in 1904 and dedlicated June 18, 1905, The
Gould residence was moved back to give space for the church and
became the church manse, The old church, chapel and former
parsonage were all sold., The new stone church had a Sunday
School room directly at the rear of the sanctuary with sliding
doors between. Ladles Parlors were provided at the back of the
bullding.

Trustee minutes record small changes a3 needed until 1927,
That year the church was extended toward the rear, supplying a
large Parish Hall, class rooms for the Sunday School, a pastort's
study and office space for a secretary, This housed the ever
increasing church activities and the ever growing Church School,
Population had increased and the public schools were finding
difficulty in providing for an increased enrollment of pupils.
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The church sllowed two class rooms to be used for weekday school
reverting on weekends to Church School purposes, until the Milton
Avenue School was ready,

In 1954, room for the Sunday blasses became 8o pressing a
new manse on Clark Street was purchased and Church School spllled
over into the former manse, In 1955 pressure of properly caring
for the many church school puplls made the Trustees begin to
think of providing more facilities, Authorization for actual
construction was given in 1957 and was ready for use in September
1958, Thig is a well~planned three story building and once
/ again provides the church with a small, very lovely chapel,

What of this Church School that necessitated so much
bullding to meet its needs! The '"way back" beginning was in 1780,
in Gloucester, England when Robert Ralkes began his first "Ragged
School" that he might do for illiterate children of Gloucester
what Hhn Knox in his day did for the illiterate of Scotland, The
Presbyterians had always been interested in education, We have
the early Presbyterians starting Princeteon College, Johm Knox
started educatlon in Scotland wlth schools that taught mathematics
and reading, etc, But Robert Ralke's ragamuffins of Gloucester
worked week days and had to have thelr schooling on the Sabbath.

The Presbyterlians of Chatham, true to their Scotch ancestry,
had always stressed education and way back in the 1820's,
children had attended Sunday School in the old Academy that they
might be conversant with the Bible and learn to live by 1ts
precepts, Thus the Village Church from its beginning had
provided instruction for the youth of the membership. When the
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Chapel was bullt the Sunday School met there, This writer
remembers tiny flower cards with Bible verses on them that
were given for memorization of the Golden Text. When several
(I think ten) were earned they could be exchanged for a large
card, treasured in those days when children did not have the
plethora of things they have today,

The Chapel was the center of social life for the young
people to a degree, Every Christmas there was a Sunday School
Christmas party with a blg trimmed tree, Little girls recelved
beautiful hand-dressed dolls, small boys undoubtedly also had
a fitting gift, and all, blg or little, received a box of candy
and an orange, Can the chlldren of today possibly reallize what
the candy and orange meant to the chlld of that day? That
orange was a golden treasure for around the end of the 19th
century oranges were not as common as they are today.

Session Minutes of April 1, 1872 give a church membership
of 138, April 15, 1881 place communicants at 147, plus a Sunday
School of 108, March 1, 1891 place the communicars at 167 and
Sunday Schoo} at 127, December 31, 1917 Sunday School staff 28,
pupils 182,

Around the turn of the century, Chatham was a summer resort,
People from Newark and New York came for the summer, Mlss
Wallace of whom we have previously written, brought relay groups
of people from Brooklyn to spend a couple of weeks in the fresh
ailr of Jersey., These people, along wlth the residents of Chatham
who mostly did not go on vacation; mede the church services and
Sunday School overflow until 1t was hard to accomodate the
congregation on Sundays. Thls was a part of the church life for

several years,
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By 1927, we have seen a need for space because the Sunday
School pupils had increased to such an extent, Ilater the
church school had become so large that the need for a full
time director was felt. In 1947 the church added the salary
for such a person to 1ts budget. Thls was a blg step for any
church to take, Mary B. Bichmond (Mrs, Arthur A., Jr.,) was
hired as the first Director of Christian Education and worked
for four years, when Miss Betty Jane Miller replaced her., The
number of puplls increased and double sessions made possible
caring for the many children by reusing the space avallable,
It also took a large staff of teachers dedlcated to seeing
that young Presbyterlians knew and understood their commitment
to Christ,

It was just at this time that the Presbyterian Church in
the U,S.A., brought out its "new currioculym," a graded course
with books for the children, magazines for the teachers and
parents so the work on Sundays could be sustalned and carried
on in the homes., It required study on the part of all: for
teachers to.enable them to teach Intelligently, for puplils to
grasp the meaning of the lessons, for parents to help thelr
children, hopefully, to apply the Christian principles to
thelr living., The aim of the early fathers of the Church to
see that "the experimental and doctrinal knowledge of religion"
becatise part of the life of all the church was now furthered

with the new educational aids,
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Thus there was added emphasis on the goals of the early
church, Elders, Deacons, Trustees, Teachers with the help of
many of the congregation strove to meke the Christian ideals part
of the community. There was cooperation between the Protestant
churches to have a vacation Bible School, There were Union
Services during the summer months for no longer did people
"come for the summer" to Chatham and enlarge the Sabbath services,

In 1951, certalnly partly from the influence of instruction
in the Church School, Mr, George Pike, Jr, became the Church's
first member to go under the care of Presbytery to study for
the minlistry. After his studles he was ordained by a Presbytery
in Kasson, Minnesota, The ordination of another former Church
School member, Mr, Ralph K. Willers, was held on June 10, 1956,

In 1960, a Week Day Nursery School started with 18 four
year olds enrolled, That same year a Senlior Citilzens Club was
sponsored by the Church., This today is a flourishing endeavor
greatly enjoyed by its members,

And so we look ahead to the years to come for Ogden Memorial
Church and we go back to the Centennial of the Church when Dr.
Macnaughtan spoke of the first minister and all he had done for
Chatham and his beloved Church in these words: YAnd today,
looking back upon the years and scenes through which he (Dr. Ogden)
lived and wrought out this character ~ far enough away from them
both to 1lift our action above the suspicion of being controlled
elther by impulse or local prejudice, we dellberately and grate~
fully make this house, whlch we are about to dedicate to

"Almighty God, his memorlal for ourselves and our children. We
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do thls in witness that we find that the one thing he did and
thought worthy of doing, the guiding of hls own feet and the
feet of others in the way of the church, is the one thing to
be most cherished for ourselves, and most desired for all who
shall come after us. And so, with his name upon its corner
stone, we dedicate it to the God of Heaven, and commend it to
the reverence and affection of our children - our greatest
inheritance and our most treasured bequest, And let us all

say Ament"

And at the occasion of the 150th annliversary in 1973, may

- we echo the verse of the hymn Dr, Macnaughtan wrote in 1923:

"Our Fathers! God and ours,
In these centennial hours,
Grant us Thy grace,

And may the song we ralse,
Prolong Thy glorious pralse,
Till in millennial days

We see Thy face,"

May the work of the church ever go forward.,

Mary B, Richmond
August, 1966

272
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ADDENDEM - MAY 2, 1967

The years 1965 and 1966 were most significant in the life
of the Christlan churches of the Chathams, During this time
the spirit of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council began to
be felt in a real way on the local scene, The Protestant
ministers who had been meeting regularly each month were now
jolned by the Roman Catholic clergy. Corpus Christi parish,
& new Roman Cathollic parish, was established in the Township
in 1966 and priests from Corpus Christi as well as St. Patrick's
Roman Catholic parlish in the Borough entered into a much fuller
and more varied expreassion of Christian fellowship., In 1966
baccalaureate services were held in the schools, conducted by
both Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy and attended by both
Roman Catholic and Protestant worshippers. Also, 1966 saw
the formulation of plans for a Jjolnt worship service entitled,
"An Ecumenical Service of Prayer for Christian Unity" to be
held in January, 1967 at St. Patrick!s Roman Catholic Church
with all the Christian clergy, both Protestant and Catholic, and
with all congregations invited to attend. The main speaker for
this service was Father Ambrose of St, Paul's Abbey in Sussex
County, The year 1966 saw the formulation of a "Chatham Inter-
Faith Committee" including the clergymen and two laymen from all
the Christian congregationg. This committee has addreszsed itself
to helping in human relations of all kinds within our communities
and to giving expression to our united Christian witness and
activity., If "the past 1s prologue" we may look to the future

with high hopes and real expectation,
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AUTOBICGBRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MRS. A. A. RICHMOND

Mrs. A. A, Bichmond was baptized in the church edifice
built in 1832, Mary Emeline Budd, daughter of Frank M, and
Caroline E. (Lum) Budd, Her mother's father was a builder
and one of the committee to erect the flrst parsonage, The
Church minutes are full of references to the many relatives,
both Lums and Budds, who have béen part of the church's
history. In 1918, she married Arthur A. Richmond, Jr,, an
ensign in World War I, His father became an elder in the
Church soon after the family moved to Chatham from East Orange,
not too long after the turn of the century, He 1s mentioned
in Session Minutes especially as the one to raise Ogden
Memorlial's gquota for the establishment of the Belvidere Home
for Presbyterlians,

The younger A, A. Bilchmond's moved to East Orange after
the war; were very active in the Munn Avenue Church, The
second son, John C, Richmond moved to Chatham and became in
his turn an elder, especially Interested in the Church School
and 1ts educational work. At present he iz attempting to
write a history in depth of the Church which he hopes to have
ready for the 1973 celebration, |

After her husband's death in 1946, Mary Richmond did part
time work in Girl Scouting and Beligious Education until in
1947, she was asked to be full time Director of Christian
Education at Ogden Memorial. After four very happy years
directing the work, during which she had the privilege of

working with many wonderful people who taught her a great deal,
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she returned to her home church in South Orange, First
Presbyterlan and Trinity Church, Here she was Director for

ten years, retiring from the rewarding work she loved in 1961,

Born: October 2, 1895

Education: Chatham Public Schools
Summit High School 1913 Wellesley College 1917

Childrens Axthur A. Bichmond IIY
John C, Richmond
Nancy Budd Richmond
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GATEWAY CLUB

The Gateway Club of Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church as
1t 18 presently known can be traced back to the final years of

the Second World War when mainly the young women of the Church
under the title "Young Adult Fellowship" gathered together for
periods of fellowship while the young men folk were serving their
country. With a common bondage involving husbands and boy friends
away from home they participated in various projects revolved
around the men in service until the war ended and with the return
of the young men of the community and Church the name "Young
Adult Fellowship"™ was doomed as beilng too formal, not quite
fitting, and altogether too much of a mouthful and the name
"Twenty-Thirty Club™ was inltlated with the feeling that the title
more suitably described the membership in body and in spirit.

The Twenty ~Thirty Club was adopted in 1946 (a Constitution
and By~Laws being adopted for'ﬁii”e“f‘ii?s’c time since the inception
of the organization) under the principal that the club was a
fellowship of the younger adulbs of Chatham, an organization of
the Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church of Chatham, N,J, (Vjerein-
after referred to as "ghurch"), instituted that its members may
serve God, Jointly contribute thelr services to the Community,
and enJoy & social and Intellectual fellowship. That such members

be within the general age group including post High School to the



upper thirties, married or single, whether or not they are

members of Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church.

The meetings were held on the third Sunday of every month
and during the course of the year 1946 the following highlights
were noted: |

A Statewide Conflerence of Young Adults sponsored by the

Synod of New Jersey was held at the Church;

Mrs. O, Nelson of Summit presented her well known

bookalog on "The Other Wi&e Man";

An outdoor picnic at the Great Swamp accompaniea by
Mr. Charles Philhower who gave & talk on Swamp Lore and

the geologlcal history of the countryside;

A very successful Halloween Barn Dance and topping off

the year with a top flight Christmes Dance.

The initial slate of officers were as follows:
President - HarrisonThornell

Vice-President - 'B111 Bethune

Saoretary - Mrs. Donald Ross

Treasurer - John Mowen -

Social Chairm&n ~Vmary lmockie |

Refreshment Chairman - Betty Jamiaon

Publicity Chairman - Alice Lum

. PAGE
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Membershlp Chairman - Helen Armstrong

Worshlp Chairman - Bill Schmidt

The year 1947 continued the prosperity and growth of the
elul> wlth Harrison Thornell re-elected to office and the
func ©l.ons predominating his second year at the helm were as
follows: |
Mr. G1ll Robb Wilson of the New York Herald Tribine
lectured on "Present Possibilities for World Brotherhood",
Mr. Wilson, & graduate of Western Theological Seminary
and & former Presbyterian Minister in Trenton, N.J.

wltnessed the atomlc bomb tests at Bikini;

An informative talk by Dr. Charles Ehrhardt of the First
Presbyterian Church of Hackensack, N.J.;

A Glant White Elephant Sale;

Maida Springer, Negro Director of "Plastic Button and
Novelty Worker's Unlon 132" of the‘Int’ernational Ladies
Garment erlcér'ﬂ Un:i.bn g‘av;e‘ ah éuthoriti&e ’calk ‘re'l‘a‘oing
to that industry. | 'L‘hé fiéi}ni‘ie'ld Club was among those
present at this px*ogram, | | |

A @ucc%ﬂ:ﬁ‘ul Spring and Christmas ‘Dance;

A I’r@*cmmtmas Vesper Service with over 200 people in
att:@ndanw and the f‘inala consisting of a Christmas

Program f@aturing D:r'. W Edward Jordan, Vice-President of
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Westminster Cholr College and his Westminster Choir

Quartet.

; ' B,
The year 1948 under the able leadershilp of George,Walker

as President presented the following activities:

geason

An outdoor picnic in the Great Swamp;

A talk by Dr, C, T, Jones, Superintendent of the New
Jergey State Colony at New Lisbon concerning work being
done with the mentally handilcapped;

Variety Night - An evening of dancing, games and general
fun making;

A Square dance "Harvest Moon", Bazaar and a snowed out
Christmas Dance that had to be rescheduled in January;
A Vesper Service preceded by & chow meln supper and the
Christmas Program featuring the repeat performance of

Dr. Jordan and the Westminster Cholr Quartet. =i

y B /
‘/,r( 2

Gordon Merrill waa elected President during the 1949
which brought about ﬁeveral pointa of intareat as follows:
A donation was offered to the Church

The club agreed to take on the task of decorating the
Parrish Hall every Christmas;

A Covered dlsh supper was held followed by Marge and
Frank Goss' first hand report on their ceramic factory

home on Watchung Avenue;
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A Joint committee meeting with the Married Couples
Club presented the Christmas Dance with visitation
from Santa Claus and a repeat performance by the

Westminster Cholr Quartet presenting the Christmas
PI‘G@I‘M.

With the election of John Richmond as Présidént in 1950
a letter was forwarded to all members with a questionaire post
card requesting partinent information widich would cre‘ate“ furthéi'
interest in the club, In additioh to the picn‘ic,; Spfirig and
Christmas Dances, the followlng programs were presented to the
membershlp : |

Mr. Alvin Berger, Director of Research, New Jersey State

Chamber of Commerce and Director of Resesrch of:the

Councll of 8State Chambers in Washingbton D.C, discussed

"Federal Spending®™ or what héppens to your hard eéarned

money onceé the government gebs its share; |

Miss Grace M, Howell lectured on the Act of Glass

Blowing as she had learned it from prior generations in

her famlly.

In September 1950, John Riohmond was called back :m’co
active service and his vacancy was ably filled by Vice-President

Bob Stoll .
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The ensulng years 1951 and 1952 under the capable
leadership of President's Homer Lichtenwalter and Bill Ellis
- witnessed little changa_mn the growth of the organization but
was very instrumental in the framework and what was soon to be
the foundation of the (Gateway Club. During this periocd in
addition to the outdoor picnics, Spring and Christmas dances
and some outstanding programs, Mr. Frank Goss produced plates
and tiles with a picture of the Ogden Memorial Church inscribed
therein which were sold by the Club at the Church Fair.

The year 1953 with the return of John Richmond as
President and the attendance falling off to the point where
a speclal committee was formed to determine thé’progréSs of
the Twenty - Thirty Club preaentad the following programs.
A Family Night Supper; o ‘
A presentation of the film "Ihe Price of Free&bm";
Dr, Lester 01@3,"formér‘ﬁiﬁiStef of ﬁeﬁark; N;f:ﬁand
President of the ke% Jersey Civil Service Commission
gave an outstanding talk concerning this fleld;.
Mliss Heckman, a mepmber of the faculty at Chatham High
School discussed "Our School ;and Americanism";
ﬁMr.‘Dalafawenawpme@@@m@ﬁ a.talk on "The Christian Bellef -
‘What it means bo me, to.our -country and to mankind™ and

L ey
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a presentation of the film "So You Won't'Talk“ featuring

Joe E, Brown. A meeting of the committee on a new name

for the Twenty - Thirty Club was held on June 23; 1953

at the home of Chalrman Bill Meyers. Thils commlttee

after much deliberation narrowed the name down to the

following three selections namely (1) Trollers Ciub,

(2) pPolphin Club and (3) Forum Club. These names were

submitted to the cabinet for presentation to the

membership which would be held responsible for making
the final selection,

The evenlng of October 18, 1953 proved to be a turning
point in the life of this organization whlich was by now standing
8till to the extent that a letter was sent to the membership
suggesting a reduction in the number of regular meetings. The
following proposals were origlnated at this meeting and later
adopted thereby creating a new and driving force 1in the future

envirement of this organization, -~

| The three recommended names were presented to the
membership by the committee with a request for further suggestions
from the floor at whieh polnt Past President -Bob Stoll suggested
the name "Gateway Club™ becsuse ag he steted, the elub acts in
many respects -as a gateway to wider participation in activities

of the Church, It was podnted éut in the ensuing discussion
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that the purpose of changing the name wag to remove the
ambiguity of the present name and that the choice of a new
name might be influenced by whether or not the membership

wished to drop the age restriction.

It was further recommended that the meetings be changed
from the third Sunday of each month to the second Sunday of
each month beginning on and after Januwary 1, 1954,

The proposed reduction in meetings brought strong
gpposition from the membership and Ann Meyers suggasteﬁ that
positive action be taken to improve the situation rather than
adopting the negative actién of reducing the number of meetings.
As a possible solution‘to the problem, she récommended that the
club be divided into three teams, each team having a couple in
cﬁarge. For each meeting the teams would rotate in reSponsibility
for the program, refreshments and hompitality 80 that no one
group.would be sgaddled with the responslibllity for all three

functions continueously.

The year 1954 was the beglnning of a new era highlighted
by the formal adoption of the:new. name:"gsteway.Club"™, the
elimination of age restriction: beyond: the.post h

gh school age
and the formation of colored groups which helped Llift the burden
among the few and distributed:the: work among the many,
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The year 1954 witnessed a surge of new gpirit and determination
among the officers and members under the capable leadership of
Preaident Homer Lichtenwalter serving his second term of office,
Name tagse were derived in colors representing the group in whiech

the various members were split up and assigned accordingly.

The year 1955 under the able leadership of Pregldent Bill
Meyers produced a forward movement under the influence of an
active cabinet and an enthusiastlic membershlp. The first of
many donations was made in the spirit of the club)ﬁowara the
Church's Bullding Fund. The unpreoented amount of $1 00 per
person towards a full course dinner was adopted and guests
invited free for the firat time at the expense of bhe club, a
practice which is still in effect to this day. Another donation
was made to the Dubugue Theological Seminary on behalf of their

drive for funds among the churchs to which thair atudants belong.

A very successful Square Dance and Christmas Dance wa.s
conducted under the very capable supervision of Jan Boettger,

soclal chalrman,

The year 1956 witnessed the continued growth of Gateway Club
with the return of Bob S8toll-as president.. Amn appointment of a
nominating committae wa.s establiahed to function throughQut the

year consisbing of cabinet membara amd c@lor group chairman
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the latter beling lay representatives of the organization,

The

average attendance, at each regular meeting was increased to

approximately 55 members with the following highlights:

A play "High Pressure Area" dealing with teen-age problems
was pﬁeaenbed by the Youth Fellowshlpof the Church;

A movie "Flying With Godfrey", a trip to Florida in color
via Eastern Airlines;

A‘speech rél&ting to the work of our‘missionafiea by

Mr, Occena, Secretary of the Board of Foreigh Missions;

A discusaion on problema and interrelationahips of
orlental countriaﬂ by Commander Arthur Padula, First
Military Govarnor of Korea~

Lt. Carley of the Chatham Police Department discuased
"Avoiding Juvenile Problems These programa together
with two outstanding dancea ware quite fruitful 1n
reviﬁalizing tha 1nt@reats of tha membarship.

Gateway Club also played & vital role in the Autumn

Church Falr, provided baby sltters when there were two church

gervices and asslisted wilth the senctuary Chrilistmas decorating

in addition te purchasing two theatrical - type spot lights as

permenent. equipment to be used for church affailrs.

Gat@way continued ita rowth in 1957 under President

Bob Williamson with a total m@mbership of 94 and an average

~PAGE 10



attendance of 65 per meeting. The highlights of the year

were ag follows:

Rev. Edward White of the Good Shepherd Falth Presbyterian
Church discussed hls experiences with mixed racial and
color groups in the East Harlem District of New York
City; ;

Mr, Carl Begeman of Madison, N.J. gave hls views on

rare and‘unusual books from his extensive collectlon in
"Bookkeeping va; Book Collecting™;

Rev. Clarence Lecrone, Pastor and Betty Jane Mlller,
Director of Christlian Education of Ogden Memorial
Presbyterian Church related thelr account of the many
interesting and practical aspects derived from their
gpongoring the Westminster Fellowshlp trip to Cuba;
Thirty members of Gateway. Club performed vocally or
instrumentally in the popular presentation of "Music
Talent Night™s

Members 'of the Juniopr -SBervice League of Short Hills
éxplained with the ald of an 1llustrative slide
presentation the worthy “New Eyes for:the Needy"
program; .o e b s ety w v
Essex County Prosecutor: Charles V., Webd, Jr. talked

on the varied and unevitable dnties of the prosecutors
offlce;
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The sound film "This is New Jersey™ obtained from the

New Jersey Bell Telephone Co. was presented to the club,

Three succesaful dances were held in accordance with the
soclal outlook of the club together with a family picnic at

Drew University.

The club made a slzable contributlon to the Church
Building Fund and assisted in providiling greens for the Christmas

decorations within the church.

Phil Bliss presided as president for the year 1958 at
which time the total membership barely fell short of the 100
mark wilth an outstanding average attendance of 75 memb@rs per
meeting. The highlights of the yeap were as fcllowa' ,

Dr, Toombs of Drew University talked on tha “Dead Sea

Scrolls" and presented color Blides to illu&trata this

interesting presentation; |

Bill Page of Kessler Instltute -gave an Interesting

presentation with sllides on the activitles of this

famous organlization; -

Rev, John Lorimer, a Presbyterian Misslonary in Egypt,

discussed hiswnamationaﬁnpfwiﬁh that country;

. Professional photographer Gaylin Berkebile talked on
photography using color slides, somevof which belonged

to Gateway members;
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Rev, Buckwalter presented a slide illustrated talk on
Sillman University and the Phllippline Islands;

Miss Irene Heas and Mrs. Nora Wiman of the American Red
Cross presented a sound fllm and discussed the work of

the Red Cross in connection with the handling of disaster
relief operations; |

Mr. Whitstock of the ™See Eyev pr@éant@d a talk accompanied
by pictures regarding the work of this organizatlon,

The club also sponsored a family plcnic at Lewis Morria

Park and two succesgful dances.

Gateways's participation in equipplng the new Church
School Building through a generous donation towards furnishing
one of the class rooms was an oubtstanding event in addition to

providing the decorations for the church w&natuawy“ at Christmas.

The year 1959 und@r the able 1eadersh1p of President Clay
Pritchett brought growth to th@ mambership with an addition of

29 new members which more than comp@naated for th@ loss of 18
existing members through tranefar or inactivity reaching an all

time high of 105 membars wiﬂh an average attendance of approximate—

ly 75 mamb@rs p@r meeting.“ Th@ highlights of the year ware as

follows:
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Rev., Robert E, Marston of the Stanley Congregational
Church of Chatham presented a talk with slides and
recorded music on his recent trip to the Mid-Easty

A film "Dust or Destiny™ showing the miracles of God

in nature was prepared by the Moody Bible Institute

for presentation to Gateway;

A lecture by Dr., Harold Moldenke of the Trallside

Museum accompanled by ¢olor slides dlscussed the trees,
shrubs, herbs and flowers mentioned in the Bible;

A discussion, with demonstrations, of the organ and 1lts
role 1n the church service was presented by Mr. Albert
Zemke, Music Director of the Ogden Memorlal Presbytérian
Church of Chatham:;

A humorous portrayal of a mock country wedding in which
the parts of the women were portrayed by male members

of the Gateway Clubj

A talk by Dr. Armstrong, Departmental Secretary of the
Vbice of Tangier&,‘conoerning the oparabion of & missionary
radio station baaming its m@ssage to Iron Curtain COuntriea.
Dr, Armstrong also described oonditions b@hind the Iron
| Curtalin that he @ncauntared on a recenttrip to Russila;
The Chatham Emerg@ncy Squad presented a description of
the organization and operation of the squad by Mr. Carl
Henrich. The squad's equipment was demonstrated by
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Messrs. Phil Bliss and Robert Hall;

A Christmas radio script play "A Child is Born"™ was
presented in the church sanctuary by members of the
Gateway Club;

In addition teo these outstanding programs, Gateway
sponsered two successful dances and a family pilcnic at
the Chatham Water Works;

Further accomplishments and contributions to local church
life was to up date and modify the Constitution and By~
Laws of the club to further clarify Job responsibilities

for the membershlp; the instltutlion of a coffee fellow-
ship following each Sunday morning churech service and

the donatlon of a 75 cup coffee urn to the church kitchen;
setting up of the midway games at the Church Falr and the
donation of Christmas greens in addition to asslisting the

decorating of the chureh sanctuary at Christmas.

For the first time athletics were included in the fall
program a8 the men of Gateway met on alternate Wednesday
evenings to participate in bask@tball volleyball and badmlnton
thereby bringing cloa@r 8 &pirib of fellowship through
athletic participation. o | | |
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The year 1961 continued Gateway's progress through the
strong leadership of President Ray Wissolik holding the overall
membership at 106 members with an increase in average attendance
of 80 members per meeting and a significant number of visitors.
The highlights covered a variety of subjects as follows:

Dr. Forest C, Eggleston related his experiences asg a

medical missionary In India;

Mr, Karl Froehlich, a German exchange student, discussed

the current problems 1in East and West Germany;

Mr. Wallace Crawford presented a program on "India 1m

Kodachrome™;

The club membership attend@d‘the Ogden Mémorial Adult

Choir's presentation of Brahm's'"Requiem" with a large

representation from Gateway particlpating in this

program;

Mr, & Mre, Steve Lawrence discusged thelir recent trip to

Hawaldl acc@mpamﬂ@d>w%£h%m@&®mad slides;

Mayor James Henderaon of Chatham spoke on ”Municipal

Problems Facing Our Town anq as a finale to these out*

U

atandiug eventa a preaentaticn of Gateway mambera who
o
had expari@no@d Ohriatmaa in oth@r coumtries diacussed

"Christmas in Other L&nds

As in previous years, Gateway sponsored two successful
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dances, an innovatlon was introduced into the Chrilistmas Dance
in that it was the flrst dinner-dance conducted by Gateway

and was well recelved by both Gateway members and their guests.
The famlly picnlc at the Chatham Water Works was well attended
and a review of the coffee fellowship for the past year proved
this project to be highly successful especially in providing
an atmosgphere in which visitors could become acquainted with

members of the church,

The interest generated through Gateway's association
with Dr, Eggleston resulted in a donation by the club to
finance a special course for Miss James, a nurse associated

with the hospital at Ludhianna, India.

Gateway; in additlon to other similar church groups in
Chatham sponsored a visit by the Earlham College Choir. The
concert presented by these young people at the Chatham High

School Auditorium was & hugh sugcess.

The year 1961 was another vary active year under the
ever present influence of Prasidenb Ed lLoeser, Although the
total mambership witnessed a aiight decreaae, the club endeavored
to promote more activities in which the club and the congregation
of the church could Join tog@%h@r in Christian Fellowship. The
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Dick Richards, a member of Gateway, gave a talk
accompanied by slides on his recent business trip to
Korea;

A variety of parlor games were presented which tested
both memory and various skllls and senges. The purpose
of this program was one of getting members better
acqualnted with one another;

A Church World Service film "The Long Stride" was
presented followed by & talk by Mrs. R. Wayne Stlckel of
Chatham who shared her family's experiences Iin adopting

a Korean son through CWS:

Mr., George Plercy gave a talk accompanied by slideg of
his recent trip to Russia; .

A naval program "Foundation of National Power ~ Sea

Power Aspects" was presented by Captalin Dobbins and
Commander Ulrich of the U,S. Naval Reserve, Slides,
lecture and an overall discussion covered policial Think-
ing, defenses and world situation;

Miss Ann Walline of Unilon Theological Seminary discussed
her recent experlences in Nlgeria as a respréaentative of
Operation Crossroads. (Gateway participated in making her
trip possible by sending an "Honorariun' to Rev, White
earlier in the year;
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The family picnic at the Chatham Water Works was once
agalin a hugh suécess and a buffet dinner-dance during

the Christmas season was attended by 44 couples.

Several new activities were adapted during the summer to
help stimulate lnterest during the off season. Five bowling
partles at the Plaza Lanes in Madlson accounted for 57 differn't
membersg partlicipating in this great sport followed by various
types of fellowship after the bowling. Ten couples enJoyed a
full evening of songs and refrashments on the Hayride in

September in Chatham Township.

Gateway presented theilr first "Fiah Nt Chips Dinner" on
behalf of the Dr. Eggl@ston Fund ., Th@ catered dinner wag a

hugh success and establlshed a precedent for future years. A

tidy donatlon derived from the prooeada was sent to Dr. Eggleston

for use in his work at the hospital in India.

In carrying out the work projects, the club members
painted the new radistor guards which were installed throughout
the church sanctuary and several members helped install celling
tiles in one of the new thurch #chool rooms. The c¢lub once
again provided greens and assisted 1n decorating the sanctuary

for the Chrlstmas season, .

‘PAGE 19

29§



274

7
The club also assisted the Christmas Education Director,

Miss Betty Jane Miller 1n preparing refreshments for the church

school Christmas program.

A cash donation to the Presbyterian homes at Haddonfield
and Belvidere, New Jersey represented contributions made by
club members instead of sending Christmas cards to their

Gateway friends.

A sizable group of Gateway members comgregated at the
church and proceeded throughout Chatham singlng Christmas Carols
" to shut-ins of the church. |

The year‘1962 was an active and challenging year for the
Gateway Club President Harry Johnson eaiablished the following
goals for the coming year:

(1) - Increase the membership;

(2) Correct the impression that Gateway was still the

20 - 30 club;
(3) Perform a project for the church building;
(4) Increase thé. spiritusl 1%

fe of the club;
(5) Continmué to havé an ‘edjdyable experience among the

membership, - = o w0 FEda.

The regults of these objeehblve goals were fulfilled with
the growth in total membership:to 114, The means through
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publicity and word of mouth that Gateway was not limited to
younger couples was lnstrumental in obtaining some of the
church people beyond 39 yearsg of age into the club. The
following projects were performed by the membership:
Redecorating of the church kitchen;
Profit from Fish N!' Chips dinner turned over to the Board
of Trustees of the Church fbr purchase of cholr robes and
a new stage curtain in the Parrish Hall;
Asslsting in the clearance and seeding of the grounds in
the rear of the church; |
Continuation of coffee fellowships after each church
service; |
Decoration of the church sanctuary during the Christmas

season.

The mission of the church was confined to the Garcia Famlly
who was sponsored by the Church upon.their arrival from Cuba,
Gateway men helped them move om”tW@fdiﬁfarn't oceasgions. during
the year and the (Gateway women f£illed thelr pantry with food
when they moved into theilr. temporary resldence, Gateway's
Christmas card fund resulted im:.a sizable cash denation for their

first Christmes in the United. 8tates.

The spiritual life of Gateway was extended by their
participation in condﬁctingwéhe of the Mid—Weekhient@n‘Service;
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the presentation of the film "I Beheld Hls Glory™ after the

Holy Week Service in the church; inclusion of a Vesper Service

at the famlily pilcnlic and Christmas Caroling to shut-ins of the

Church.

The programs faor the year were ag follows:

The sponsorship of the Elmwood Avenue Choir Program held
in the Church sanctuary and open to the public;

Dr, McDermith, Superintendent of the Cranford School
System, dlscussed hils trip to Russila accompanied by a
group of leading educators from this country;

Pagt President Ray Wissollk discussed his recent trip

to Brazll accompanied by slides;

Dr. Rath, Presgident of Bloomfileld College, presented the
history of the college and the role 1t plays in the
church;

A £ilm on teen-age problems was followed by a panel of
Gateway members discussing the teen-ager in the church,
in the school and in the home;

Dr, Rodriguez, recently returned from Cuba, discussed the
conditions that now prevall in that country;

Rev, Wyatt, Overlook Hosbital Chaplain, related his work
and the challenges f&cing a hospital chaplain;

Ya-chan I guchi, Japanese exchange student, Rilgoberto

Garcia and Connle Decker related thelr Christmas experliences
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in Japan, Cuba and Finland followed by Babs Gordon reading

Peter Marshall's sermon "Lets Keep Christmas".

The following social events concluded a very active
Gateway Calendar with an ice skating party in March, a square
dance in May, bowling throughout June, July and August, a hay-
ride in September and the Annual Christmas Dinner-Dance in

December.

The year 1963 produced a tremendous surge of enthusiasm
among the officers and membership which was indicative of a
truely great year for Gateway and it's president Bill Sabitus.
The club membership reached an all time high of 119 members with
a remarkable attendence averaging better than 85 persons per

meeting with several meetings exceeding the 100 mark.

The Fish N' Chips Dinner under the chairmanship of
Margaret Tuohig sold a record breaking 432 tickets with a recoxrd
breaking profit of $335.00, The enthusiasm among the participants
was extremely gratifying and this affair may well carry on for
years to come. The profit was donated equally between the Synod
Capital Needs Fund of the Church and the Parrish Hall Redecorat-

ing Fund for future use.
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Gateway conducted the initial Lenten Service with a
very inspiring sermon by Bob Newman with the Gateway Choir in
the background. This service was considerably well attended

with other members of the club participating in the service.

The clubs spring program was highlighted by a square

dance preceded by a casserole dinner.

The program highlights for the year were as follows:

Dr., James Paine, professor at Drew University, lectured
on comparative religions largely reflecting those religions in

the near and far east;

The Day Dreamers JQuartet from the Plainfield Chapter of
Sweet Adelines, Inc. headlined an evening of wonderful entertain-
ment with their musical talents. This quartet was regional
medalists in the Central Atlantlc Area composed of ten states

and featured the Church's own Betty Gretz;

Rev. Lawrence McIntosh, an ordained Methodist Minister
from Melbourne, Australia, who i1s visiting this country on a
Fullbright Scholarship, presented his views on the "Chuxch of

Australia" accompanied by slides;

After many hours of rehearsing, the "Music For Fun Night"
was presented in all its splendor. The program under the able
supervision of Elton Tuohig who composed the opening song
presented a variety type program featuring solo's by Betty Jane

Wissolik and Bob Newman, songs representing the four seasons of
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the year by the Gateway Chorus, some barbershop harmony by the
Gateway Wuartet, instrumentals by the talented Gateway Orchestra
with a special instrumental solo by Jim White and the finale

consisting of several hymns by the Gateway Choir.

In keeping in time with the coming Tercentenary Celebration,
Gateway's own Marion and Bob Stoll presented a slide - lecture

program on New Jersey's Part in the Revolutionary War.

Dr. and Mrs. Robext J. Bull from Drew University presented

a slide ~ lecture program titled "Persons and Places in Palestine";

Mr. William Arthur, Director of the Madison YMCA, presented

an informative talk titled "The Chasm Between".

Janet Ward, daughter of Gateway's Doctor and Mrs. William
Ward, related her experiences at the National Protestant Youth
Conference at Purdue University followed by appropriate musical

selections and carol singing in style with the Christmas Season.

The summer season was inaugurated by the annual family
picnic in June which was held at the Chatham Water Works and

highlighted by a vesper service following the festivities.

A swim party in July at Panther Lake for the families and
friends of Gateway members and bowling prevailed throughout the

summer months.

The annual Christmas dinner - dance finalized the social events

for the vyear.
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The club enjoyed an unusually large turn out of guests
which was contributed to the interesting programs and social
events which reached out beyond the membership and into the
community by means of a superb publicity campalgn. The results
produced a goodly number of new members and could well establish

the overall growth and prosperity of the club.

Gateway Club continued in 1964 under the able leadership
of President Jim White a tradition of service to the Community,
to the Church and to God while providing an opportunity for
social and intellectual fellowship. Sixty-four couples made up
the membership of Gateway. The average attendance at the nine
regular Sunday night meetings was 73. and a total of 34 persons

were guests at one or more of the meetings.

Apart from the regular monthly meetings, a number of
activities called for the participation and efforts of Gateway.

Some of these were:

Coffee Fellowship each Sunday between services,

Fish & Chips Dinner from which the net proceeds of $400.00
completed the fund required to purchase a new stage curtain
for the Parish Hall.

Procured and installed the stage curtain and refinished the

stage front.

Conducted mid-week Lenten service.
Decorated the church sanctuary at Christmas time.
Sang Christmas carols to shut-in members of our church.

Summer bowling. PAGE 26
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Theater party at Paper Mill Plavhouse.

Christmas Yuletide dance.

The programs which followed the monthly Sunday evening

dinners were:

January - Dr. David R. Mace, noted lecturer and marriage

counselor, talked on How to Succeed in Marriage by Really Trying.

February - Dr. Franz Hildebrandt of Drew University reported
his experiences as an official observer at the Ecumenical Council

in Rome.

March - A preview of the 1964 - 1965 New York World's Fair

was presented on film and narrated by Ed Kline.

April -~ Reverend Serjio Manejlos told of the conditions in
the churches and schools of Cuba and of his experiences there

before leaving in July 1963.

May =~ New Jersey's Tercentenary was observed with the showing

of a film "Land Called New Jersey".

June -~ Annual Gateway family picnic was held at Loantaka Park.

A vespers service concluded the day's program,

October = Nell Easterbrook gave a slide~lecture review of his
tour of the Russian schools and educational system during the

spring of 1964,
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November - Mr. David S. York talked on the musical program
of the church and rehearsed Gateway Club in congregational

singing.

December - Mrs. Don Kiff presented a film “"Summer Children®
which described the activities of the Herald Tribune Fresh Air
Fund. Mrs. Kiff described her family's experiences as participants

in this worthwhile program.

The interest, cooperation and enthusiasm shown by members
and guests of the Gateway Club represents a challenge to the
officers of the club and of the church to find the most effective

ways of serving the Church and the Community.
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William A, Sabitus who resides at 11 Tallmadge Avenue 255
2

is a native of 0ld Forge, Penna. and is currently employed

with the Marine Office of America, Marine Underwriters, as

R L cn gty B aal

| Manager of their Central Processing Department, He is also
a licensed insurance broker in the state of New York and

New Jersey.

He received his education at Dickinson High School,
Jersey City, New Jersey, the University of Kansas at Lawrence
Kansas and the College of Insurance in New York City. A
veteran of World War II, he served with the 96th Infantry
Division in the South Pacific Theatre of operations for three

years.

He is a member of the session of Odgen Memorial Presbyterian
Church and Past President of the Gateway Club, He is also a
member of the New York Mariners Club, Minissink Club, Madison
Lodge No. 93, F, & A, M,, Scottish Rite in the Valley of Jersey
City and Salaam Temple in West Orange.

He has resided in Chatham since 1956 with his wife, the
former Jane Elizabeth Heinz of Pittsburgh, Penna. and their

two children Barbara Jane and Billy.

Noy - 68

Mr. WiLLiam A. Sabitus
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FRESBYTERIAN GUILD )

Tﬁe first evening group of Ogden Memsrial Presbyterian Ghn:ch
wae organized November 10, 1822, “fog'thé bugineas yoﬁng girls of the
~hurch! ag the Westminsten Chepter. In'1038.it hecafie the Preébyterian
Guild. | |

Since its inceptlon, Guild has sment aid %o migaions all over
the world. It has helﬁed hospitals and schools in many foreign lands
a1l has sent aid to needv areas in the south, to Indlans in the southnest
%0 Puerto Rico and Alaska. During World WarIl, Guild fulfilled the cloth-
ing neels of a parish iﬁ devastatéd Holland. Since then it has contribubted
to the muilding of a new church in Thelland and prévided the commualon
gervice, ‘ o

Locally through‘the years, Guild has contributed service, gooda‘

{2 .

a4 woney to the Sumxnit Home for the Blind, Camp Kilmer, migrdnts, grey-
stone and Lyons Toqpltals, Morris Oounty Ghlldren's Home, and the Cancer
Soclety. For about forty years, until the new wing vas bullt A room
nln~§§£i§2§3$& at Overlook Fornital in memory of Guild's first president.
dince the war, Guild has continued to seﬁd‘ohristmas boxes to our men in
saTvies an& has‘brigﬁteﬁed”fhe;éhrggégéses of the men at our nesrby Nike
bages. Within its own. churoh amonb other projects, Guild has furnighed
flowers for the Eastar servicps for forty yeard.

Tor twenty years, money has Eeen raiged throubh Exchange Sales,
~which angender communlty~wide intereqb.

Presbyterian‘Guild continues as‘a snall working'group,
Pring LlJ of business women and mothers, who gather fwice é month for

worshiio, fellowship and service.
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FRESRYTERIAN GUILD

The firet evening group of Ogden Memorial Fresbyterian Church
was orgenized November 10, 1922, "for the business young girls of the
church" ag the Westminster Chapter. In 1938 it became the Presbyterian
Guild.

Slnce its inceptlon, Guild has sent aid‘to missions all over
the world. It hae helped hospitals and schools in many foreign lands
and has sent aid to needy areas in the south, to Indisns in the southwest,
bo Puerto Blco and Aleska, During World WarIl, Guild fulfilled the cloth~
ing needs of a parish in devastated Holland., Since then it has contributed
to the buillding of a new church in Thailand and provided the communion
service,

Locally through the yeare, Guild has contributed service, goods
i%&i money to the Summit Home for the Blind, Cemp Kilmer, migrants, @rey-
stone and Lyons Hospitals, Morris County Children's Home, and the Cancer
Soclety. For about forty years, untll the new wing was builf, s room
was«fé%%ﬁ%i%ﬁgg at Overlook Hospital in memory of Guildts first president.
Since the war, Guild has continued to send Christuas boxes to our men in
gervice and has brightened the Christmases of the men at our nearby KNike
bases., Within its own church, among other projects, Guild has furnished
flowerg for the Haster services for forty years.

For twéhty TORr s, honéy has been raised through BExchenge Sales,
which engender communlty-wide interest.

Presbyterian Guild continues as a small working group,
primarily of business women and mothers, who gather fwice a month for

worship, fellowship and service.



BRIEF HISTORY OF FRESBYPERIAN GUILD

Hovember 10, 1922 - First Meeting - Social -~ in Tower Room - Fox
young business girks - evening meetings - 35 members.
Mrs. Robert Biggerstaff )

Mrs. Cora Bross - §ponsors - (Al) living June 1963)

Mrs., Homer Diefendorf
After a social hour, Mrs. R. . Biggerstaff ¢alled w business
mfebing;: to ve called "Young Women's Missionsyy Guild! - part of
 Westmninsyer Guild. Neme -"Westminister Chapter of Ogden Memerial :
Pioabytarian@hnrch“ to meet Tuesday nights, once a month; -« & social
every three months "fhat is, & great, great big one" (quote from
minutesy,
Officers -
l;res._, . MNra. Leslie §chroeder (Grace Smith)
;. Press  Nise Myrtle Price (Mrs. H. Olie Budd)
~ Secretary Miss Marion Miller (Mra. Oharles Freier)
Treas, . Miws Mildred Benson . (Mrse Alex Kinney)
Corr. 890. Miss Oatherine Spooner '

Hovember 21, 1922 .- Firet regular meeting - Westminigter Guild -
Sunday School room (1963 Chiich Parlors) - to have forinightly
meetings « dues $410 &:moRYhe -
4 Tieen . Palronesnes . .
Mrs. Cora Bross
Mres. Roselle
Mrs. Sherman Geer

Mra. Lawrence Day ..
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BRIEF HISPORY (cont.)

Devotional Chairman - Miss Myrile Price (Mrs. H. Olie Budd)
Socisl Chairman - Miss Katherine Wolfe
Worked on dusters, handkerchiefs and bage while book of "Indis’ was
read.

If you took out a Share ($2.00) you didn't pay dues.

Janvary 8, 1923 - First Sociml - plemsant wocial evening in gymnasium
(1963 Tower Room). "After refreshments were served, some very tired
but happy business girls departed, in order to get that needed rest."

(Quote minutes).

April 6, 1923 - First Fpir - Each member %0 supply - 5 articles to sell
for $.25, such as towels, aprons, iron holders.
'Mrs. Ethel Geer (Sherman) Ohr. — Katherine Wolfe took charge of

"Easter Lillies" - still carried on (1963).

June 5, 1923 - First meeting in a home - Mrs. Heary Johnson, 19

Elmwood Avenue (Mother of member Helen J. Miller)
January 22, 1924 - Decided to have all meeting at homes of members.

January 1924 - girl‘.n outside our Church invited to join.
Eﬁia fiscal year — 1922 started in September
1925 « to correspond with Chruoch,
April
19 = Church year starts January

Roll call - Responded with Bible verse




BRIZP HISPORY (comt.)

Beptember 22, 1925 (uote "$iamos the Gulld has grown both in members
and in age, reaching the “mkiddoo® age, we will no longer come under
the heading of Westminigter Guild dbubt umder the "Womem of Bervice®.
It was wmoved, seconded snd carried that beginning April 1, the Gulld
ghall go under ths newe of "Toung Women's Gulld of the Ogden Memorial
Proegbyterian Chureh.® Recownended by Natlonal Board.

April 1, 1926 - Toung Women's (haild of Ogfen Memorial Presbyterisn
Ohwrohe
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Activities Presbyterian Guild

Qgden Vemorial Presbyterian Church
Chatham,N,J,

Splé printed stationery
" mapusine-Good Housekeeping-Cosmopolitan,
Waitregses-many times-some in aprons,caps.
16£9,songe sung-Farish dinner,19:29,
Purchagsed silverwarefor church dinuers,
Cared for Grace Smith Schroeder Room in Overlook Hospital,
Sl b
/84, Purcel Post Greb Bag Sale-Sent out cards,
2/5/94, Cake and candy sale- Repeubed many times.
2/21/24, Served at Father and Son Banquet~ Sang songs.
Catered at Kiwanis Dinner.
Pound Poverty Party-~Auction- ilce cream, cake,Games,
4/6/26, Cake and apron sale.
June 1626-27. Strawberry Festival.
Sold Christmas cards-$211,59.
Hulloween Social and mésquarade~ 2bcts,admission,
1928, Delicutessen Sale.
1609, Donation-Choir gowﬁﬁ.
Ushers at Presbyterial-0.M.P.C,
Sola‘céoki@s at Flower Show.
Purch&ﬂed Hymﬁ&l@;and‘Biblé%.
Sewing for Belvidere Presbyterian Home for the Elderly.
TOJS at Chriatmas Part&ea then glven to Children s Home.

Nar.uo/ Dinner for CANVASEErs .
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Activities (cont.)
Filled “Treasure Chest" for Phillipines,
Moffet Girls 3chool,Harriman,Tenn.
$200 Tslent Voney,
Collected money for Christmas baskets,
Mended used clothing for Miss Cora Xinney,Chatham Community Nurse.
Donation to Red Cross-Gowns for Junior Choir~Asheville School.
Yoney to Roard of Trustees-Assisted Nursery School during morn=-
ing service~-Hobby meeting-Christmas stockings and baskets.
5/34, Entertained the Presbytery-Sold candy at Men's club Minstrels.
19/34,Food sale-Advertising Dinner-Clam chowder-Thanksgiving Baskets.
Veggl Seasoming Demonstration, |
'35, Faster offering to church~-Guild made clam chowder for Good Fri-
day~Financial aid to stricken flood area-Country Store Fair-Guild pro-
ject only~cleaned church curtains-made layettes-new collars for choir~
sold "Kant Run"stockings- saving pennies-Buffet suppers before Sun-
day eve, at members homes-money to outfit nursefy room=Rummage Sale
in Madison store-made patch-work guilt-Fashion Show-Miteboxes for
! 100th Anniversary of Foreign Miesions.
; Spring '37. Surprise Shower for Anne Heller (Edwards)-Donations for
| repair of Manse~-Card party at Jersey Central Power and Light-Milk
- to needy family-Financial help to Felléwahip guppers=-Doll exhibit-
?‘Small hymn books-Variety Saleraprons,ﬁolla,250t.t&ble,food—Rapaired
? shoes sent to Southern Mis,-Ivory soap wrappers-also Camay-made %ct,
:‘apiece -made $2,13+$1.97- Christmas stockings:made to be filled for
ECh&tham'ﬁ needy children-Swedish supper and Smorgasbord-Mended cloth-

- ing for Mission boxes,
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Activities (cont.)

10/25/%9, Koos Bros,-Entertained Evening Groups-Assisted with
Christmas decorations-Sponsored Girl 8cout Troop- Speaker from
Bambergers,tooic Christmas Decomations- Small Christmas tree for
fellowmember,

2/41, Chow mein dinner-Talk on "Linen"-Dimner supplied for
Presbyterian S5.8.teachers-Card parties at homes- Donated to car=
pet fund-"Tea" for the blind~ Served luncheon-Women's Club-250,
5/42, Voice and piano recital for Jr,choir robes-Donations for

goldier kits~-Donated to N.J.Migrant Fund-Helen Hannum sold small
mops+$.30-Donated toward minister8s robe $25~cake sale for balance

 $50-S0ap wrappers,towards organ fund-Caring for 3 Porto Rican »
children $30, 00~Thanking Fund &pplied to reduce mortgag@ $25, OOw
Helped at War Sond booth- Gifts for Lyons Vetern Home-Silver Tea.
2/44,5/44,9/44 Bummage sales,2/44,5/44,9/44 in Madison stores-
Supplies for Grace Smith Schroeder Room in Overlook Hospital
Summit=Packages for Camp' Kilmer Hospital«Organ Fund $500.00«
Movie projector $25,004.,

'45. World Day of Prayer

4/45.Congregational Dinner-Christmas Sale and aupper -12 Chriktmad
Bell packages for forej@n countries, :

10/10/45, Exchanpe Sale~Gift to Rev,Bakin for work in @M&L&@ndwﬁloam@
145.% expenses to sponsor Youth Fellowship.
12/45, Choir stall $400~Drew mames for Mystery Friend«Donation for

Mission School im Cuba, . ‘ 4 | .
146, 6ew1ng~cloth1ng for Holland-Lenten dlacusalon groupauGlft of

money for choir dlnnar~racial tolerance diﬂcuaaed Reatoratlon hund
$150- Easter flowers anhd offering $50-$15. G

5/7/46. Adopted minister in ‘Holland-Rev.Von der Vliet.,

5/46., Talk on "Original Church. in Chatham"-Coffee wmrn $100-Projector

$50~ Thank offering ~Guild gave parties to raise money-Coffee urn
$39.36, o W .

147, “Hiﬁtory of Hymn$"~Rev P@terson-More boxea to Rev Von der Cliet—
Luncheon is ﬁerved ‘Tné. = Odtfit a ¢hild in Mortis Co. Childrens Home.




Activities (cont,)

Oct.21.'47.25th anniversary of Presbyterian Guild-Rev.John Euxkin
pastor of 0.%.ﬁ.0.durin@ Z2nd World War now returned to Thailund
#100~ Dishes for kitchen $100-Chaire $25.00~for church $2C0,00-Teu
for new members~Cafeterian Luncheon~Bazaar-Clothing sent to Yorris
Co,Children's iome.

12/19/'48,.8upper for choir,

'47. BervedNew .ife Movement supper-Gift for new kitchen equipment-
Agslsted financially toward new roof-Cifts for Oreyetone,¥orris Co.

mentul Hospitule, itchen project,$426.00- Party at Xoos (furniture

Co.in fahway,¥,v, )-Handbags for sale~Curousel Fair- Clothing for
Greyatone attendante.

2/61,Parish Hpuse floor torn up and releaid-Yending and packing over-
seas packages-Red Cross blood bank-Family church suppers- Civil de-
fense assistance~Christmas packages to our church mewbers in service
Tables 6 @ $20,00 per.

5/62 Power mower $100.00-Bhower for kitchen aupnlieancimthin@ for
migrante-Yew stoves-Fan for kitchen-Hot water heater~-Fire escape from
Tower Room $100,00

'54, King Yeptune's Falr-Hylons (used) for “reystone-Clothing for
United "orld Bervice-High Scheol choir robes $100.00-0Gift to migrants,
'64. Bible study groups~ Trip to Laber Temple-All day cancer dressing
meetings~- Summer pennies gathered for "Miracle Wedioine®,

'84. Haddonfield Home #200,00,

55, Diamond Jubilee~lorristown Evenung Group- Advertising luncheon-
Pullding Pund for new Junday “chool- Plant sale-Cake sale~ Jr.choir
surplices-Pounds and pounds clething for Church Wide Service~ Pooks
for 8tony Point-World Affa&mw Agsembly-for Laymen *%imiét@ramWaman



Activitied  (cont,)
Gifts to Yorris View,Morris Co. Welfare Home-Bed-pads for Belvidere,
Presbyterian Home for the Aged-Boxes of candies ~Gifts to service men-

Cookies to Nike Base-Vigsits to Belvidere and Haddonfield Homes~
Entertained 40 guests from Relvidere.
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By Mrs. Helen J. Miller %)%

History
of
Ogden Memorial Presbyterian
Guild‘'s 288% Exchange Sale

The Presbyterian Guild's 20% Exchange Sale is the outgrowth of
rummage sales held in 1943 and 1944. The demand for clothing was
so great in those World War II years that the idea of an exchange
of good, outgrown clothing for cash, as a three way service, came
to be a realization.

The owner could turn outgrown clothing and no longer used
articles into cash; the buyer could obtain greatly needed items
reasonably; and the Guild realize a profit to be used for its
contribution to missionary work.

The first Exchange Sale in October of 1945 netted the Guild the
small profit of $83.68 and many pleased customers.

The idea caught on! In September of 1946, Guild's profit was
‘half again as much.

By the Fall of 1947 when the original profit was more than
doubled, there was a demand for a sale for Spring as well as Fall
clothing. Word of the Exchange Sales had begun to spread to not
alone members of other local churches but also to relatives and
friends in surrounding communities.

1948 saw the beginning of the Spring and Fall sales. By that
time the Guild realized it had something it would not be allowed
to give up. Besides the customary publicity in the local papers
and posters in stores, there was now a demand by out of town
people to be put on a mailing list.

There was a steady and gratifying increase of customers and
profits at each sale. The work involved also kept a steady pace.
Supplies grew to be a major consideration. Make shift clothing
racks were no longer adequate and used pipe racks were purchased.

At the end of the twenty-fifth sale in 1958 Guild's profit
for the year was over seventeen times that of the first sale in
1944, There has been a leveling off at this amount over the
following nine sales due to the limit which has had to be placed
because of lack of display space. Today only twenty five items
from each of the first four hundred customers are accepted.

Other organizatioms have taken up the exchange sale idea and
have increased their percentage from 20 to 25 and even to as
much as 33 1/3%. Guild has maintained the original 20% sale
since it is felt that service to the seller is part of the mission-
ary effort.

For those who are interested in figures, here are some on an

individual sale:

Workers used ~ approximately seventy.

1

Rack space =~ 190 feet )
Tables - 32 of varying silze
Pin tickets -~ 6,000
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Histary of
Guildts 20% Exchange Sale

String tags - 500

Labels - 300

Safety pins - 1l/4 gross
White and

yvellow paper~ 2 reams

Post cards - 1L00

Just plain

bone wearying

labor -~ Unmeasurable

The following words of unknown origin, penned twenty years ago
in Guild's finance record book, bespeaks the dedication of all Guild
members to their missionary effort-

Zn "One of the beautiful compensations of life is that no one can
sincerely try to help another without uplifting or bettering him-
self. In just this way do we glimpse the higher vision, and learn
to count no blessing truly ours until it has, through us, blessed
someone else, Let us be prompt and glad in service however small it
may seem, and whether rendered to a friend or stranger within our
gates.

"We come in a spirit of earnest purpose to review our yesterdays
and to plan for our tomorrows. let us strive constantly in the hope
that the shuttle of time may weave the glowing threads into a
splendid fabric of charity, truth and loving kindness. Let us each
go forth determined anew to be constant in endeavor and faithful to
duty."

September 1963




6/23
6/24

6/20/25
1/21/25
6/28
6/29
6/30
6/31
6/32
6/33
6/34
6/35
6/36
6/31
6/38
6/39
6/u0
611
b/u2
6/43
6/4u
6/45
6/46
6/u7
6/48

PICNIOS « FRESRYTERIAN GUILD

Burpham Park - picnic lunch,
Bad of Elmwood Avenue (before Elmwood Avenue was opened up
beyond No. "60",)

Pionic - Brookeide, N.J. -~ Rain,

Sleigh Ride,

Pienic «~ Black River « near Pottersville, N.J.
" * " o U "

Plonic = near 'ﬁew”%rgnon, Nedo

No mention.

"Skunks Misery" - near Ohester, W.J,

Betling Lake ~ (Louise Carrington's Cottage.)
" ] I B T

Arlens Whiting's Garden - 63 Bluwood Avenue

" . “ L] " o
) .0 " # " "
" " H ] " #
" .ic " " L ‘% Rain

No mention.
Arlene Whiting's.
" "
" ]

Parish Hall - Ogden Memorial Church.

] " L) L] : #

"o " " " . Hobbies.
Arlene Whiting's,
Parish Hall - Box Lunch




6/49
10 /49
6/50
6/51
6/5a
6/53
6/54
6/55
6/86
&/51
6/58
6/%9
6/60
6/61
6/62
6/63

PIONICS - PRESBYTERIAN GUILD (cent.)

Parish Hall.
Ooversd dish sapper - firwt mesting.
Parish Hall - Oglen Memprial Presbyterian Church, Chatham.

" " R " " # "
# N M ) # ] ]
" # ~ Box supper.

H # -;Buffw - Balads, ocssserols, e%o.

Arlene Whiting's.

] 0

Parish Hall - Covered dish.

] #
[ "
" #
" "
# "
" "

s
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PARTIRS - FRESBYTERIAN GUILD

Trom the mimhaia: of the ﬁ.;?st méetixm. November 10, 1922,

*i soclal meeting is to be held every three months, Yhat 4¢, B great,

great big one.® - I
Salamsgand) Party
Ohristmas - some in oosbume

~ gome ae¢ ohildren
Trensure Hunt
Invited evening giméwpa of Morris "Ja Orange
 Qhriptmas Party - Habe made from kitchen utensils
Govered dish (opening meoting) 1940
Prip to Tlenington
Careven Luncheon
Minetrel Show - cards for saving dimes
1942 - 208h Anniverssry Party
Hobby Bhow ab Ohristmes Pavhy
Onristmes Party - “carmm of %ﬁ@lﬁ"
fkite
Geme Phrties
Supper montm i% Mﬂh Avenue
Way Day Party
J56h mwwmy Mty - eaw‘aw 15. 1957
" Proshyterial m:man |




PAST PRESIDENTS . TRESBYMHERIAN GUILD
Mre, Grace Smith SBchroader - Deceased

Migs Bdna Baldwin - Mrs., William Maler
2311 24nd Street, B.
8t Petersburg, Wlorida - 33711

Miss Maud Knode - Mrs. George Dodd
Alexandria, Pennsylvania

Miss Blea Disbrow ~ Mrs. Harry Pullen

409 Carey Street
Lakewood, New Jersmey

Mise Martha Stettler - Miss Martha Stettler
206 South Union Avenue

Oranford, New Jersey

Mre, Tess Strong « Mrs, Qhog; ‘ﬂ,"dzionc
59 Pond Lane

Levittown, Pennsylvaniea

Mrs. Arlene Whiting - Mrs. Freak Whiting
63 Elmwood Avenue
ahutham, 'I{kow Jersey

ey,

mf’i



PAST FRESIDENTS (conb.)

Mrw. Mots Lum - Mra. ‘W. m\!‘tan Lm
25 Falley Avenwe
Ohatheu, Hew Jersey

Hra., Betty Digbrow ~ JMra. Blliod Didgbrow
' B6L Bouth Vermon Bbreeh

York, Pesneylvanis

Kre. Isobel Green -~ Mra, F. 9. Greon
| 1921 Habon Hbreed
Bethiehem, Pennsylvania

Mre, Bleie Miller - Mrs. Bussell HMiller
Y 4 Snedy tems
Morristown, New Jersey

Mras, Maybelle Qlaen -~ Mras Albert Qlaen

dowbrook Roud
" ol ham, Hew .?emay

Y Bt B A
Py Wt B ity

Mre, Helon Monplell =~ Mre. Fred Mongell

it

“’M’%M Mxﬁrﬁ?ﬁnuumhmattn

LY TN A i

Mra, Naoml Bugel - iﬁm.%ﬁn@wb R
126 Washingbon Avenue
" Ghathen, Hew Jersey

S

32|




Page FRESIDERTS (oont.)

Mrw. Alice Teden - Mre. Rarherzft Tedsn

lag AR
Box 125, Hewbon, New Jersey

Mra. von der Linden -~ Mru,. mi-mu imn deyr Linden
53 Highlasd Avenue
Chathem, New Jersey

Mre. Marle Meler -~ Hre. Willlem Eeley
3 Hauser ftreet

Hiddletown, Wew Jersey

Nre. Bleanor Munson -~ Mre. Wilden Muneon
20 Tulley Avenuse
Ohatham, Rew Jorsey

Mrs. Ruth Bryent - Mrae. Heybert W. Brysnt
Kiddletown - Lineoroft Road

M.Re 1, Red Bank, New Jorsey

Hra. Mildred Thal - MHrs. Herbert Thal

10 Sassox HemaE: s
Chatham, Hew Jersey

Mrs. Ruth Boettler - Mrs. J. R. Boettler
18 Faller Avemse
Chatham, Wew Jersey




PAST FRESIDENTS (cont.)
Mrs. Alte Schulty ~ Mre. William Schmltigz

3% Coleman Avenue West

Chathem, New Jersey

x‘@ s

% e O
by e il
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CHARTER MEMBARS & 1922

Mise Hope Adsit

Miss Bdoa Baldwin - Mrs. Willlam C. Maier

- 2311 4204 Ssreet - 8. - 33711
B%. Petergburg ll, ¥lerida

Mise Minnle Bender « Mrg, Mianle Bauer
o4 North Passaic Avenue

Chatham, New Jersey

Miss Mildred Bensom ~ Mrs. Alex Xinuey

Dover Flaias - Box. 213
Now York

Mras Re Ao Biggeretaff .« Re Ao Biggerstaff

JBaltperol Road
Sumnit, New Jersey

Miss Ruth Bird - Mre. Earl Esprey .

Cuddabackville, New York

i3 B R EERE R T A
Miss Ruth Brainard -~ Mies Ruth Brainard

o, e, 4
NECRT T N




B {pont.)

Hiew Bihel Hvems -~ Mige Bibel Ureus

37 Morth Billside Asvenus
Shatham, Yew Jeraey

Miss Florence Budd - MNrs. Willerd Weefus
Budd Lese
Obathem, New Jersey

Hiss Dorobhy Cortright -

Wre. Frances Oraven -~ MHre. Qldney Graven
BE2 Hedn Bureet
Chathan, Hew Jersey

Hiss Hovsa Dilly ~ Wrs. O, 3, Duanlg
182 ¥illelde avenne
| Onghan, Mow Jersey

A AT T
LI Y i%

Kise Doroiny Doughex - MNre, Framk Jerrell
558 Caryl Drive
%1”@ﬁ@%y @&%%&_

B

o i g mﬁ W it
2 Bopt How York Avenus
oLatid, Forids®

825



Oharter Members (cont.)
Mins Anne Heller - Mrs., R. ¥o Bdwards
57 Fairview Avenune

Chatham, Mew Jersey

Miss Gladys Hogan -~ Migs Gladys Hogan
130 Prospect Street

Bast Orange, New Jersey

Miss Lois Hogan ~ Miss Lols Hogan
23 Blmwood Avemue
Chatham, New Jersey

Miss Mabel Lerch - Miss Mabel Lersch

31 Canter Sireet
Chatham, New Jersey

Mrs. Meta Lum « Mrs. W, Burton Lum
25 Fuller Avenue

Chatham, Wew Jersey

Miss Gertrude Maul ~ Mrs. Re Ao '!!Mill
19 Weshington Avenue

Chathem, New Jérsey

Mise Sarah McOullagh =~ Mres. Clarence Dobbhie
14 Milton Avenue

Millburn, ¥ew Jersey




CHARRER MEMBERS (cont.)

Miss Merion Miller « MNras. Charles Freier
Highland Mills, Wew York

Mrs, Helen Miller - Mrue He J. Miller
‘17 Blawood Avenue
Chatham, New Jersey

Niss Myrtle Price « Mrse He Olie Budd
105 New England Avenue
Sumait, Wew Jerséy

Miss Eleanor Richmond « (Nursing Home -~ Montclair, New Jersey)

Mrs. Grace Smith Hohroeder ~ Mrs. Leslis Schroeder Deceased
Mru, Marion Schroeder - Mrase Arthur Schrosder

Madison, Wew Jersey

Miss Muriel Smith <« Mrs. John Quigley
" 56 Pairmoxit Avenus
Westrisld, New Jersey

Mige Mar,)orié Saith - Nrs. Pedro Fernandes

Box 1012 - Hendersonville, North Carolina




CHARTER MEMBERS (cont,.)

Miss Isabel Smith - Mrs. Alex Johnston
113 Bummit Avenme
Chatham, New Jersey

Miss Catherine Spooner - Miams Catherine Sphoner

50 DeForest Avenue
Sumnit, New Jersey

Mre, Carrie Stephans - Mrs, Fred Stephans
140 Watchung Avenue
Chatham, New Jersey

Miss Oord.o],{ia. Strong - Mrs. Broest Wood
(No street address)

Tangerine, Tloride

Mise XKatherine Wolfe -~ Miss Katherine Wolfe
67 Fairmount Avenue

Chatham, New Jersey

Hrs. Betty Disbrow - Mrs. Hlliott Disbrow
561 South Vernon Street

York, Penngylvania



Mre.

Mra.

Mra.

N!“S.

Mra,

SpolBoRE -

Oora Broas
561 Bouth Vernmom Streed
York, Pennsylvania

Homer Diefendorf
500 Main Btreet
Ohatham, Hew Jorsey

B. A. Biggerstaff
Baltusro) Hoad
Sumnit, New Jersey

Lawrence Day"”
Yalley Road |

Berling, Hew Jersey .

‘;"’2, ES TS b W SR

Roselle - i

ne addreas
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HELEN JOHNSON MILLER

Parents: ‘Henry D. Johna@n
: Gertrude. Jane Baylis
Grandparents: ‘Henry D. Johnsong

line L. Ely

C. Baylis

t ,nette waell§

Born: Jamaica, L.‘I., New York
Moved to: Chathem, N. J., July 1916

Schools: Graduaaéd - Jamaica Model Sch@ol
' Attended = Jamaiea High Scheel

Graduated = Q

: euSchool of Physical Education, N.Y.C
Taught : Bouthold”% o 8, ‘LiI., New York
Chatham Public Schools - Fairmount Avenue
Married: C. Normen Miller - Chatham - 1921
Parents: Charles J. Miller
M. Amelia Parcelle
Children: Gertrude A. Miller
Married Leonard Venner, Lawrenceville, N. J., 1949
Two sons - David and Bruce “
Two daughberg - Lori»and Marsha

Barbara M. Miller

ted &. Holland Fairchildﬂfﬁlqgjkidgg, N. J., 1952

Church:

Hobbies: Travel
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APRIL 1955
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MUSIC in the VILLAGE CHURCH in CHATHAM

Very little has been recorded regarding the
music in the Village Church when it was 1o$ated on
Last Main Street, We do know that in its later years
a quartet consisting of Mrs. Joseph Minton, Miss
Annie Garrison, Hudsom Muchmore, and George E. Lum
provided wvocal music. When our Church celebrated its
Centennial in 1923, these same people took part in
a pageant depicting the early life of the church.

George E.Lum was very active in the old church.
He was blessed with many sons and the eldest, Irving,
became organist when still in his teems. Another son,
Harold, now living in Maplewood, recalls vividly his
activity in the 0ld church- he provided the air which
produced the organ music! It seems the orgam bellows
were placed in a small shed attached to the outside
of the church just behimnd the organ. The pumper sat
in this tiny space amd vigorously moved the handle
up and down to keep the bellows filled with air.
Since no heat was provided, it was mighty cold during

WALT B.AE.

the winter months. The sexton was {larewee (Doc) Hand C“:ﬁ“ii;”“f

|

who mamy people will remeber as the caretaker for many
years at the Chatham Fish and Geme Club on Fairmount
Ave. Being sorry for the young man in the cold shed,
he heated bricks ovorltho stove in the church and
brought them to Mr. Lum to be used as foot warmers.

Incidently, for the pumping job he received the mag-
|

t



nificent sum of twenty-five cents per Sunday. If he

needed a substitute, onme of his brothers was always
available,

When the Church moved to its present location

B il T e SRR IR L e

in 1905, Irving Lum was still organist amd the Church
soon had its first choir. llis brothers,%ygﬁaon and
Alfred and sister Edna loved music and were soon choir
members. The choir increased in size and soon the church
obtained guest soloists.

From this point, the church acquired a reput-
ation for good music. When the Centennial wegs celebrated,
Miss Grace Ldwards wes organist and choir director and
one of the highlights was the performance of a centate -

Maunder's "Song of Thanksgiving". This was probably

g i i

the first cantata to be sung by our choir.
As the years went by, the choir became in-

creasingly capable under the guidance of unusually

SR A

fine directors. When the Westminster Choir College came

to Princeton it furnished us with several outstanding
musical leaders includimg Elwyn Haskim, George Thomas
and Ralph Burrier. Since Mr. Burrier was director

for twelve years, his impact om the choir was probably
the greatest.

Under his direction, the choir became of
professional calibre and performed the greatest orat-
orios such as Handel's "Messiah'", Brahmg' "Requiem",
Beethoven's "Mount of Olives", Faure's "Requiem",
Bach's "St. Matthews Passion" and Haydn's "Seven Last

Vords".



In 1945 when the chancel was emlarged and a
new orgen installed there wos even greater opportunity
for fine music.

We can be justly proud of our masic at Ogden Mem-
orial since it is of professional quality and yet per-
formed by volunteer choir members. Many people have
commented on the fact that in their visits to other

churches they realize that few choirs excel ours.
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Irving A, Ium

Irving A, Inm was born February 15, 1910 in Chatham, His
father was Irving M, Ium and mother Enid Barber, He
resides at 47 Elmwood Avenue and is employed by the Mutual
Benefit Life Insurance Company in Newark,

He is active in the Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church aa
Sunday School teacher and choir member, His father was

organiat and choir director for many years in the same church,

My nephew - Bverett Stanert,}4

My sister - Mrs, Everett Stanert (Christine)

My mother - Mrs, Enid Lum 47 Elmwooc Ave




By Mrs, Wm. A. Gibson

HISTORY OF THE MISSIONARY AND AID SOCIETY OF

OGDEN MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

After 1800 the pious females of various denominations began to form sow
cleties of their own more or less independent of the men, These small groups
were variously called "Female Mite Socleties", "Female Cent Societies™ or Fe-
male Charitable Societies, Their purpose was to help the poor in their own
neighborhoods and to support the missionary enterprises of the church,

There were already some missionary societiés but these were run by men,

The new societies gave the women a chance to express themselves usually un=
hampered by the guidsnce of the good brethren., However, these gains did not
come without a struggle,

By mid 19th century, women's work had grown tremendously. The new societies
being formed in 1850 were usually called Missionary Socleties and the multitude
of boxes and barrels filled with shirts, suits, dresses, knitted socks, mittens,
caps, shawls and quilts had grown from the merest trickle to a broad stream which
was beginning to span the continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific and to be
sent to far-away places like India, China, Africa and the Near East,

In 1825 the Moderator of the General Assembly addressing the "Female Benevo-
lent Society of Princeton" stated "Women are in no case to be public preachers or
teachers in asgsemblies composed of two sexes®™, Their minde were changed by prayers
and hard work. The soclety agreed to retire 9 P,M. every Sebbath to implore &
blessing on the church and postor and often they met in homes to prey.

In 1922, two groups of women joined together and formed the "Missionary
and Aid Society of Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church®, It was named this in
order that "Aid" would not take precedence, Mrs, Homer J, Diefendorf, a graduate
- of Vapsar, was the first president and Mrs. Rufus Keisler was vice president, The
Constitution reads, "The purpose of the organization shall be to further the work

of the Kingdom of God by uniting the women of the church in Christian Fellowship,
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with a program of education, service, prayer and giving., Emphasis shall be
upon the work of the Presbyterian Church, ag promoted through the Boards of
National Missions, Foreign Missions and Christian Education and through co~
operation with the local church and with interdenominational agencies,

All women of the church who have indieated their willingness to accept the
purpose of the organization and who contribute their service, gifts or prayer
to its work are members,

The officers are president, one or more vice presidents, recording and
corresponding secretaries, tressurer and agsistant treasurer., These officers
with the chairmen and secretaries of the Depsriments of World Service, Program
and Fellowship, the chairmen of standing committees, the chairmen of the Groups
of the society, constitute the executive committee,

'The meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of each month and are preceded
by a lunch. The price of the lunch started at twenty-five cents. The members
contributed much of the food and found they were making a small profit. In the
thirties the price was increased to thirty-five cents; in the forties to fifty
cents, and in the fifties to mixty cents. The idea each time was to just cover
the cost of lunches without profit, Rarely did one receive such value for the
money. Over the years tons of chicken salad and tuna fish casseroles were ocon=-
sumad . Many good "tips" on cooking were gained from committees in the kitchen
ags well as warm friendships being made. Glimpses of true characteristics really
gtand out in a kitchen filled with ?irty dishes left by two hundred people, For

}years white table cloths were used on the cambersome tables set up on saw=horses

.and many a new hose was snagged upon same. These cloths had to be sent to the

aundry and be ready for the next festivity. What a luxury the modern light

0lding tables are, and surely everyone sppreciates the labor-saving products

‘the paper menufactuers have produced.




33%

e

For yesrs it was the duty of luncheon chairman to find a chairmsn each
month to take charge, This was no easy task and the work was facilitated when
the soclety was divided into nine cireles and each circle was responsible for
one lunch, Each year in June the board provided a delicious pieniec luneh which
was held by invitation on beautiful lawns of mewbers, The first I attended was
at Paul Minton's home and Mrs, DeClyne was hostess, Later many were held at
Mrs. Gladys Sanford's, Mrs. Bdwin Feloh's, Mrs. F. Hookberts end Mrs. Elizabetn
Drake's (now Mrs. Robert Schultz). We purchased over one hundred two-quart
baskets in which to serve these lunches. They were lined with colorful paper
napking and later fitted together and piled on the highest p#ntry shelf, In 1951
we climbed up to get them and found them really alive with millions of black ants. )
They had been put away filled with crumbs so ended in a bonfire,

It is8 most educational to accept an office in any society since there are
so many unforseen opportunities lurking there. The president has to attend the
Presbyterial meetin?ﬁ in the spring and fall and appoint someone for Wo;*ld Day of
Prayer and United Council of Church Women,

Our monthly programs have been varied and most interesting. Since Chatham
is convenient to New York we have been fortunate in having speekers from head-
quarters of National Board, Many interesting films or plays have been given by
members.

The Society hed- had been divided into groups who continued to stay together
from year to year, In 1944 on the advice of the National Board they decided to
form circles which would be changed every two years. Nine chairmen were chosen
and names of all members were put into three groups; sactive, inactive and shut~-
ins, FEach chairman took turns in drawing" names., The circles meet ten times a
year in homes for dessert and have study of a book pertaining to the Bible, The
books are chomen by headquarters in New York., They plsn ways to either give or
raise their share of the yearly budget. Each cirele is responsible for one lunch

for the whole society once a year.
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In 1946 a new Constitution was drawn up and then again in October 1959,

Money raising projects enabling all cireles to work together have been
bazaars, food sales, luncheons, fashion shows and strawberry festivals,

For many years, the fiscal year for National and Foreign missions ended in
April but in 1949 was changed to January,

Secretary and treasurer's reports were formerly read at each meeting but
now are typewritten with future meetings and each member receives one copy.

A week before the regular meeting the board met in the home of the presi-
dent but in 1950 was changed to the church parlor.

It would be impoagible to mention the many women who have faithfully served
and worked for Misaionary sand Aid but I cannot fail to mention ocur most devoted
Flower Chairmgn who have been gifted artistically and have loved their work.

With the exception of the two summer months they are responsible each week to
decorate the church then to distribute the flowers to those who are ill, Some
donate beautiful memorial bouquets for their loved ones each year, Many a church
wedding has been decorated by these chairmen. Mrs, William Maul was succeded

by Mrs, Charles Brewer and Mrs, Russell Mowen has been Flower Chairman since 1950,
With her talent and study she has become professional. She has most generously
loaned her own banquet cloths, sterling silver, candelabra to adorn many a tea
table which would have done justice to "House Beautiful",

Mrs., Herbert Strong was also on this committee from 1927 into the thirties,
and many will recall the elaborate Christmas decorations done by Mr. Herbert
Strong,

B eing interested in Missions is just like getting interest from the bank.
You have to put something in first and the more you put in of time, prayer,

labor and substance the more your interest will grow.
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The following officers have given much and have been fully rewarded with

experience, love and memories of fond associations:

192219213

President: Mrs, Homer Diefendorf

18t Vice President: Mrs Rufus Keisler

2nd Vice President: Mras., Harry Stopford
Recording Secretary: Mrs, J. Neefus
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, J. B, Spooner
Benevolence Treasurer: Mrs., Richard H. Allen
Finance Treasurer: Mrs., W, ¢. Middlebrook

1923-1924

The same as above with the exception of's

”nd Vice President: Mrs, R, A, Biggerstaff

1924-1926-1926

President: Mrs. Chester Bray

lst Vice President: Mre. W, C. Middlebrook
2nd Vice President: Mrs, Charles Van Orden
Recording Secretary: Mrs, Irving Lum
Treasurer: Mrs. R. H, Atteridge
Benevolence Treasurer: Mrs, R, H. Allen

1926=1928

President: Mrs, R. A, Biggerstaff
1st Vice President: Mrs, G. Vernon Lum
Treasurer: Miss Harriet Trowbridge

19281930

Presidents Mrs. Harrison Thornell

lst Vice President: Mrs., Rufus Keisler
2nd Vice President: Mrs, B, C, Benedict
Recording Secretary: Mrs, H} JM®Spohr
Treasurer: Mrs, B, J. Turner

1930~1931

President: Mrs, Charles Brewer

1lst Vice President: Mrs. Fred Mort

2nd Vice President: Mrs., John Knox
Recording Secretary: Mre, Robert Pollard
Treasurer: Mrs, Ruseell Mowen
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President: Mrs, Harrison Thornell

lst Vice President: Mrs, G, V. Lum

2nd Vice President: Mrs, Charles Smith
Recording Secretary: Mrs, Cherles Brewer
Treasurert Mrs. Russell Mowen

1922=1933

President: Mrs, B, C, Benediot

lst Vice PresidentsMrs, G, V, Lum
2nd Vice President: Mrs, J. H, Spohr
Recording Secretary: Mrs, W, Lathrop
Treasurer: Mrs, Harry Allen

President: Mrs. J. H, Spohr

lst Vice President: Mrs. Homer Diefendorf
2nd Vice President: Mrs. H, K, Stauffer
Recording Secretary: Mrs, William Lathrop
Treasurer: Mrs. lawrence Hamilton

19341

President: Mra, J. H., Spohr

1st Vice President: Mrs, F. H, Williamson
2nd Vice President: Mrs, H, Stauffer
Recording Secretary: Mrs. Leon Whitehead
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, George Richards
Treasurer: Mras, Mortimer Erskine

1235-1936

Presldent: Mrs., F, H, Williamson »
lst Vice President: Mrs, leon Whitehead S
2nd Vice President: Mrs, Frank Hoeffer ¢
Recording Secretary: Mrs, William Gibson
Treasurer: Miss Harriet Trowbridge

1936-1937

President: Mrs, Frederick H, Willienson
1st Vice President: Mrs, Leon Whitehead
2nd Vice President: Mrs, Frank Hoeffler
Recording Secretary: Mrs. William Gibson
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, Claude Budd
Treasurer: Mrs, Wilbur Chage
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1937-1938

President: Mrs, leon Whitehead

1gt Vice President: Mrs. Stewart Lounsbury
2nd Vice President: Mre, Fred Dendy
Treasurer: Mrs., John Quigley

Recording Secretaryt Mrs. Theodore B eal
Corregponding Secretary: Mrs. Claude Budd

1938-1939

President: Mrs, Leon Whitehead

1st Vice President: Mrs. Fred Dendy

T reasurer: Mrs. John Quigley

Recording Secretarys Mrs. J. R. Hyneman
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, George Richards

1939-1940

President: Mrs, J. R. Hyneman

lst Vice President: Mrs. H, T, Strong
2nd Vice President: Mrs, William Pieper
3rd Vice President: Mra, James Bethune
Regording SecretarytMra, A, R. Rutter
T reasurer: Mrs, Forrest Smith

1940=1941

Presidents Mrs, J. R. Hyneman

1st Viee President: Mrs, Mortimer Erskine
2nd Vice President: Mrs. William Pieper
Recording Secretary: Mrs. A, R. Rutter
Treasurer: Mrs, Forrest Smith

1941=1942

President: Mrs, William Gibsgon

lst Vice President: Mrs. Mortimer Erskine
Recording Secretary: Mrs. Merritt Budd
Corresponding Secretary: Mre., George Thatcher
Treasurer: Mrs, James Bethune

Agglstant Treasurer: Mrs, Theodore Strong

19421943

President: Mrs, William Gibson

~1pt Vice President: Mras, Walter Meyer

- 2nd Vice President: Mrs. Theodore Sirong
~Recording Secretary: Mrs., Merritt Budd

- Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, George Thatcher
 Treasurer: Mrs, James Bethune

 Benevolence Treasurer: Mrs, F, 0, Green
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President Mrs, Merritt Budd

1st Vice President: Mrs, Walter Meyer

2nd Vice Presidents Mrs. Lawrence Schanck
Recording Secretary: Mrs, E, P, Felch, Jr,
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. R, C. Thuebel
Treasurer: Mrs, L. L, De Wolf

Agsistant Treasurer: Mrs, F, 0, Green

1244=1945

President: Mrs, Merritt Budd

lst Vice President: Mrs, Wm, Middlebrook
2nd Vice Presidents Mrs, lawrence Schanck
Recording Secretary: Mrs, E, P, Feleh, Jr,
Corresponding Secretary: Mra, R, C, Thuebel
Treasurers Mrs, L, L, De Wolf

Assistent Treasurer: Mrs. Wm. Weeks

1945=1

President: Mrs Forest Smith

lst Vice President: Mres, Wm, Middlebrook
2nd Viee President: Mra, Frank Hoeffler

Recording Secretary: Mrs, R, ¢, Thuebsl

Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. Charles Thaeler

Treasurer: Mrs. Harry Allen
Agsistant Treasurer: Mrs., William Weeks

President: Mrs., Forest Smith

lgt Vice President: Mrs, L. L. De Wolf

2nd Vice President: Mrs., Frank Hoeffler
Recording Secretary:s Mrs. L. X, Hendershot

Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, Hedley N. Baker

Treasurer: Mrs, Harry Allen
Assistant Treasurer: Mrs, Charles Wolfe

1947-1948

President: Mrs, T. Strong

1st Vice President: Mrs, ¢, Cambon

2nd Vice President: Mrs, C. Cameron

3rd Vice President: Mras, R, ¢, Theubel
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, W, C, Van Sant
Recording Secretary: Mrs, R. B, Miller
Treasurer: Mrs, F, B, Deane

Benevolence Treasurer: Mrs, C. W, Wolfe
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Presidents Mrs. T. Strong
1st Vice Presicent: Mrs. Wm, Pieper
Treasurer: Mrs. William Iathrop

19491950

President: Mrs., W, K, Hilty

lst Viece President: Mrs, Wm.. Pileper

2nd Vice President: Mrs, H. J. Diefendorf
3rd Vice President: Mrs. R. H, McMshon:

4th Vice President: Mrs, lawrence Washer
Recording Secretary: Mrs. E, H. Weber
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, Robert Belcher
Treasurer: Mrs., Wm. Iathrop

Benevolence Treasurer: Mrs, A, E, Judd

4920

President: Mrs, Waldon Hilty

1st Vice President: Mrs. Henry J. Perry
2nd Vice President: Mrs, Wm, Pleper
Treasurer: Mrs, Frederick Farnsworth

1231

President: Mrs, Wm, Pieper

2nd Vice President: Mrs. Howard Conklin
3rd Viece President: Mrs, L. M. Schanck

4th Viece President: Mrs. Raymond Trowbridge
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. D, B, Penick
Treasurer:s Mrs, George B, Walker

1952

President: Mrs, Wm., Pieper
Treasurer: Mrs, Arthur Windecker

1933

Pregident: Mrs, L, M. Schanck

2nd Vice President: Mrs, Howard Conklin
Treasurer: Mrs, Floyd Pilckett
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. leonard lee
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President: Mrs, L, M, Schanck

1st Vice President: Mrs. Wm, Pleper
2nd Vice Presidents: Mrs., Thos. Mackie
3rd Vice President: Mrs. leonsrd Smith
Treasurers: Mrs. Charles Rhoades
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19561

President: Mrs. L. M. Schanck

1st Vice Presidents Mrs, Ernest Baker
2nd Vice President: Mrs, leonard Smith
Assistant Treasurer: Mrs, James Heyworth

1958

President: Mrs, Ernest Baker

1lst Vice President: Mras, L. B, Nicoum
2nd Vice President: Mrs, A. D. Brown

3rd Vice President: Mrs. N, C, Hiebert
Recording Secretary: Mrs, J, Heyworth
Corresgponding Secretary: Mre, E, R, Davis
Treasurer: Mrs, E., P, Felch, Jr,

1239

President: Mrs, L., W, Baker

lat Vice President: Mrs., L, B, Niccum
2nd Vice Pregident: Mrs. F, Farnsworth
3rd Vice President: Mrs, E, Tuohig
Treasurer: Mrs, E. Felch, Jr,

Agsistant Treasurer: Miasg Murlel Gaertner
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, R, Dungan

1960

President: Mra, E, W. Baker

lst Vice Preslident: Mrs. T, C. Mackie

2nd Vice President: Mrs. D, Morganson
Recording Secretary: Mrs, W. Fischer
Corresponding Secretery: Mrs, M, R, Dungan

1961

President: Mrs., Noble Hiebert

1st Vice President: Mrs, T. Mackie

2nd Vice Presidents Mrs, E, Davis

3rd Vice President: Mrs. E, Baker
Treasurer: Mrs, R, Cameron

Assistant Treasurers Miss Muriel Gaertner
Recording Secretarys Mrs, W. Fisher
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, M, Dungan

1962

Pregident: Mrs. Noble Hiebert

lgt Vice President: Mrs, J. N. Bennet
2nd Vice President: Mrs, J, H. Mowen
3rd Vice President: Mrs, J, Ferguson
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1964

President: Mrs, N, Nelson

1lst Vice President: Mrs., N, Bennet

2nd Vice President: Miss Murie Gaertner
3rd Vice President: Mrs, E. Klein
Treasurer: Mrs. A. Balacek

Asslstant Treasurer: Mrs., Wm. Schmidt
Recording Secretary: Mrs, A, Moffitt:
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, Wm, Sabitus
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In 1964 a long time dream of members of the Missionary and Ald Society
" came true with a comfortable and luxuriously furnished church parlor, Lamps
end new blue drapes harmonizing with the blue in the lovely Oriental rug were
purchased. The Soclety also helped to buy new dishes; the Dogwood pattern of
Syracuse china, For the first time all money was raised by pledges from the
members, The budget adopted for 1965 was $1,905.00,
There are now four day~time and two evening circles. They méet eight
months of the year in homes and have devotlonal periods and Bible study. This
year the study is the Book of Galations and we are using BE WHAT YOU ARE by
George L. Hunt,
The total membership is 129 with an average of sixty attending our monthly
lunch and programs,
Another change was made in 1964, We haed formerly belonged to the Orange
Presbyterial esnd were changed to the Newton Presbyterial, All local presidents
attend these meeting twice a year although they are open to all who wish to
attend, Our new president is Mrs, G, Walker and lst Vice President is Mrs,
Philip Bliss, 2nd Vice President ia Miss Muriel Gaertner and third Vice Presi-
dent, Mrs, John Mowen,

Mabel Irene Gibson



The following is an annual report of O.M.C. Missionary and Aid Society
written by Mr. Herbert Strong. 1942
IListen my dears, I have something to say; of the doings in Chatham of the M, & 4,

It's a "new deal project" to raise some dough; and it's mothered by a certain
Mrs. So and So,

She's not one to seek notoriety and fame; Some woman named lathrop suggested
her name.

And talked her into taking the role; to get Ogden Memorial out of a hole,

She worked all day long, and into the night; Selecting committees she thought
wouldn't fight.

And after a week she was ready to goj; and thatts how it started, ®o on with the
the show,

In May Mra, Hynemnn‘served Pekoe Tea; down under the spreading Dogwood Tree.

Believe it or not, now what do you thix? She scaked those poor women a quarter
a drink,

Leila Mowen next hit the sawdust trail; And started a second~hand rummage sale,

Her committee ransacked every attic and trunk; And turned out a mess of un-
speskable junk;

There were stockings and shoes and peach~colored scanties; There were hats,
coats and dresses, and partly worn panties,

The crowd wes terrific, they fought and they battled; Till they had that committee
demented and rattled.

Some gave their pennies, others gave dimes; Food sales were held at all crazy
times,

Florence Lum told her committee they had to get hot; And each come across with a
good old five-spot,

Mrg.. Decker politely sald, "begging your pardony Shell out seventy~five cents
and I'1ll show you a garden."

Ella Budd ran & circus, white elephants were sold; And the prices they brought
left everyone cold,

The Heinz Co. showed movies to one of the groupe; and paid them a dime for eating
their soups.

Their were luncheons and teas and musical meetings; Where old members gave to
new ones their greetings,

A year passed with hard work and now you know, how the M. & A earned money to run
their show,.
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Mabel Irene Gibson, born Prince Edwerd County, Ontarilo, Canada,

Parents - Henry Leavens Huff, born Prince Edward County, Ontario, Canadas

Elspeth Collie Hendry born " " " " "
Married 1910, William Alfred Gibson
Parents-Inez Lucinda Glbson

Freeman Wesley Gibson

William Gibson gradusted from Plcton High School and Picton Business
College. He wag manager of the Export Division, VForeign Traffic
Department, American Express Company. He served that Company as
Manager of their Export Division , Forelgn Traffic Depasrtment in
Toronto, Vancouver, Winnipeg, Chlcago, San Franciseo amd New York.
Mabel Gibson, born 1887. The atrendlng Doctor Morden charged Five
Dollars.,
For twelve years lived on a farm, walked one mile to school. Lived with
paternsl grandparents and ..co aunts. After breakfast each morning,
Grandfaether resad a chapter from the Blble, and we all kneeled in prayer.
We raised grain, had two apple orchards end s garden. The milk from
the cows was sent to the factory esch morning and whey returned for
the plgs. One Jersey cows milk was kept for table use., We made our owm
bread, churned our own butter, made plcklea, canned fruits. In the
fall the men killed pigm. We made snusasge, smoked hams., Men came to
pack our apples in barrels for shipment abroad, After the graln crops
wore harvested the threshing mechine came to thresh out the seed and
all nelghbors helped one another in this operation.
Spring on # farm is delightful for children, There are little lambs,
calves, colts and dozens of little chlckens j; also walks in the woods

to gather trilliums and hepsticas.

After my father dled my mother nmoved to the e¢lty of Belleville., I




:
:_;

ook piano lessons and attended first domestic science class at Albert

fcollege. After graduating from Belleville High School I attended

!4
-:‘

Madoc Model school, a Teachers' training school. After I taught three

iand one half years in Hastings County in a Rural scheol, each Saturday
;I took a lesson in oil painting at a studio in Belleville.
i When I was sixteen my mother married again and had two more

%girls. The house we lived in had eight fire places and is now part of

fAlbert College. I was married in Toronto 1910 where we lived two years.
;Then we lived in Vancouver two years, three years in Winnipeg and in
éBgrkeley’ Californies three years, Newark two years, Elizabeth nine
?years and Chatham thirty-five years.Otw family consists of one son,

j':'Gors:lon, and two daughters Amy and Margery.

Gordon married Hortense Fraser and they have three sons.

Amy married David MacMurray. They have one son and three

. daughters. Margery married Ray Kline and they have three sons,
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' Home of Mr.2 Mrs W, A.Gibson 25 YearsEorlier—
26 Red Road (Ml"l 8F TAMES A.R Roay)




Mrs. William A. Glbson




These notes which were written by Mabel Muchmore
Smith were loaned to the committee by Mary Clark, 46
Rolling Hill Drive, Chatham. Included were three
plctures which were given to her by Mabel Smith in
1950,

1. 0ld Presbyterian Church, Chatham, N.J.

2. Cottage of Gould property on Main St.,
opposite (H, Kelley, Fairmount Ave.)
Now Mrs. Hamb{%n's house. (gone as of
1964) .

3. Road going past H. Kelly's house (now
295 Main St. --MCK.) (1964)
To right - fence in front of
Presbyterian Gould Church ground.

Also Mary Clark has the "Church Manual for the
Members of The Presbyterian Church, Chatham Village,
New Jersey." Compiled by Joseph M. Ogden, Pastor;

and published by order of The Session of Sald Church.

- 1832,

E. Sanderson, Printer, Ellzabeth-Town,

In the List of Members, from the First
Organization of the Church one notes two women listed
as |

Esther, woman of color

Phillis, woman of color
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

By Mrs. Mabiéé%ﬁ@ﬁ%%re Smith

When Grandfather Law came to Chatham from North Carolina, one
of his daughters was vislting in Brookline, Mass. On hearing of
her family's move she found in the Boston Gazette an item which
read "Chatham, New Jersey, a little village with two churches
and an academy."

I wish I might”%ake one of those churches -~ the Presbyterian -~
llve for you. It stood well back from the village Malin Street in
the lot to the one below where Mr. John Munn now lives. You see
from the picture i1t was not unlike the typilcal New England style
of architecture. Notice the wide platforms on elther side making
1t easy to step in one's carriage. In Mrs. Becton's notes, she
says the Soclety owns the large church key so shall we step inside.

In the interior we see a gallery around three sides, the organ,
the choir occupying that directly opposite the pulplit. Mrs, Joseph
Minton was for many years the soprano while her sister sang con-
tralto. ILater a plpe organ was built back of the pulpilt,

Mavy ko Mochwmeare

I have told before of my Mother,playing the organ for thirty
years - a labor of lové - eVen caring for 1t when it was out of
repair. Once when it was in a very serlous state, she and Mr. Guy
ﬂéiiigr'a Father took it apart and found the trouble to he a mouse's
nest.

Fach family had its own pew where sat children and all = no
golng out for them at the second hymn. And each pew had 1ts own
door. Were there time it would be interesting to call the roll of

those 1n the congregation so many were close relatives or related by

marriage.
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Up the left alsle were the Budds., At this time all of Passailc
Ave., north of Main St,, was Budd Lane. On the left aisle were
also the Dicm;ﬁsons. It was a heart-warming sight to see this
family arrive and leave in thelr huge vehicle. In New Hampshire
I saw one like 1t called a barge. It had three or four moveable
seats. I'm sure they used all four,

Down the same alsle on the right sat full many a Lum. The
children of one of these famllles over~flowed into the seat of the
maternal Grandparents directly behind. The Lums who were not in
the congregation were in the choir. On the left of the right aisle
the minister's pew was well to the fore.

Then came the Wallaces, R, Allens, Vanderpoel, Talmadges and
many others whose names many of you would recognize. On the right
of this alsle sat Deacon Morehouse with his family., Linked with
his name 1s one of Chatham's most astonishing discoveries, ante-
dating the first Indlan settlement.

When digging in the swamp and not far from his home on Parsonage
Hill Road, he unearthed an entire set of mastedon's teeth large
enough to surround & child seated on the floor. The smallest
tooth longer than both my fists. At least one college borrowed
several forgetting to return them to Deacon Morehouse - he gave
some to friends, One a tooth nine inches long weighing 4 1bs. and
several ounces, he gave to Edna Dickinson's Father. S8he now has it
in a glass case, I defy any future historian delving in Chatham's
past to ante-date this old mastodon.

We of this day can scarcely realize the stir 1t created when
women declded to have & voice in church affairs. A prominent

minister wrote “Some of the most thoughtful minds are asking "What
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is to become of this Women's movement in Church? Let i1t alone.
All through history llke movements have started F Do not oppose
these women and it will die". Time has shown how mistaken he was.

The first record we havé of women taking part in our church was
of Comfort Bower being, not the President but the Governess of the
Missionary Soclety of the "First Presbyterian Church of the Town-
ship of Chatham". This was @pposité}where the Masonic Hall of
Madison now stands, then called Bottle Hill. Our people goling that
distance to Church.

In 1823-39 members asked for a separate church. Seven of these
were men and thirty-two women. Six of these men had Bible names as
did seventeen of the women.

So was the "Village Church in Chatham" founded. The corner-
stone was dedicated January 17, 1833. E%ﬁgﬁfkhe William Pitt in
1873, a buillding nearer the center of town was erected for Sunday
School, prayer meeting and entertainment. Thlis is now the Eplscopal
Church, The lovely old house next door owned by Mr, Dusenberry was
for many years the Pregbyterian parsonage. 194 Masm 5T,

Beslides for manyyears being the Treasurer of our local Missionary
Soclety, Mrs. Richard Allen was for twenty-six years on the National
Board as Home Missions Treasurer. Her pet mission was the Shelden
Jackson school at Sitka, Alaska. A Mission Band met at her home on
Saturday afternoons to sew for the children of this school. In 1909,
Mrs. Allen gave an Administration Bullding at Sitka in memory of her
husband, They had visited the Sheldon Jackson School together some
years before. |

Sixty=-one years before Mrs., Allen's gift, we have the first

record of money sent to the Board by the women of our church,
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It reads:

Janvary 1, 1848 - $215,08 contributed to the
support of the Board of Missions besides $20.00
for the support of heathen youth at Ceylon by
the Ladles Association.

Indeed we do Jjoin in glving "All honor to those women who saw
the vislon and lighted the torch in those early days."

Margaret Kelsler adds: These notes were written by Mabel
Muchmore Smith who was the daughter of Hudson & Mary Iaw Muchmore.

..fm
They lived at 12 Edgehill Ave,, at the corner of Charles Place. His
(lired Muehmor@w Y et o Nestlitan
family,developed the area around there known as "The Villa Estates."
o LAST SIDE oF

She later lived in the Golf Club House on,Falrmount Ave., two
doors north of Red Road. Moved to Cleveland to live with her
daughter, Marjorie (Mrs. Pedro Fernandez) when al&ggg elghty years
old. Died July 1959 at 87 years old. She was at one time organist
for two Chatham churcheéwand taught plano and organ, having done
graduate work at a music school in New York City after graduating

from Drew Seminary in Carmel, New York. SH& &As A STOBBNT 4F Haeorp BDACER:
Mairied The Son o b the Head masi®e of Jeeuryf -

R STAMEY CONG, WAS OME. I REMEMBER (ARG 4 MHAYEA
S YMPHORIY  DOET  WITH Hew  THECE - Swe e THE ok EOn, LAl

THE P aie. SHE WS v ﬁg,g)wa’,fw,% /Rt N Tye N L
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By William C. Wallace.

OLD CHATHAM

I have been requested to‘exercise my memory in recalling
what I have heard and known of Chatham Villaéé Church.

When I was a young man in my father's family, about 1826,
a stranger appeared, introducing himself as”the’Rev. Mr. Lyman,
of Chatham, and asked ald for the Presbyterian Church there.
He was the pastor, I belleve, only temporarily. Soon after
this I became interested in property near Chatham, when I
found that my old college classmate and friend, Joseph M, Og~
den, who had graduated with me at Prinéeton in 1823, was full
pastor in charge of the abovementioned chﬁrch, having been
installed in the Autumn of 1828, |

The bullding then used as a church stood on the lot where
Mr. Mahlon Minton's store now is, a short distance east of the
present church, and situated farther back than the stofe‘from
the street., In 1830 it was very dilapidated and required very
expensive repairs, and after examination and ggtimates 1t was
considered hopeless to nake any 1mprovement ’ and the old church
was abandoned., The form of the old building was an oblong
squmre, the 1ength parallel With the street. There was one
zallery on the front side, running east end west, and opposite,
in the middle of the north sid@, was the pulplit. On each side
of 1t were several pews,%gnd aisles 1eading from the front
door. There was a @inging choir 1ocated in the gallery, but
no 1nstrument. We had very swaet and satisfactory singing;
it may not have been as highly educated as at the present day,
yet thpre were as sweet natural voices as we have now, the

present ones to which we have now the pleasure of listening
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in our religlous services, being inherited from a former genera-
tion., Perhaps, and I think very likely, the departed generation
of choristers had better tempers and under better control than
thelr successors,

Ihere always sat in the side pew next the pulpit and facing
the choir gallery an old gentleman, a superannuated chorister,
who was a self-constituted inspector and critic of church
melody. One Sunday I saw him deliberately shake his finger at
the choir., I happened to meet him next day and sald to hims
"Peacon, what made you shake your finger yesterday at the
singers?" He replied, "Do you think I could sit still and hear
them drop & note?" There was no answer to the old man's ques-
tion.

This specimen of an old-fashloned choir shows more for-
bearance in belng rebuked by the critic's finger publicly
shaken at them, than those of the present day would manifest.

The old church had to be abandoned. What then? The
prospect was gloomy. No church end not the least shadow of
any property. The Presbyterians -were perplexed, but they had
courage. L‘here wag no surplus money in the communitys indeed,
there was a great scarcity, but there must be a new church.

This Presbyterian organization had experlenced previous dif-
ficulties, and their faith and courage had then delivered
thems Years before, im their application to the Presbytery
for permission and authority to form themselves into & church,
they met with strong opposition, snd one old minister sald
that they ought to be whipped ag a mother whips her child

and sent home,  One of the Chatham delegates with indignation
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arose and said: "Mr. Moderator, if these are the sentiments
of this Presbytery, we will withdraw and make our application
where we will recelve better treatment." Thelr application
was soon granted,

Vourage and determination served them then, and they de-
termined now to go forward. They obtained plans and estimates.
They issued a subscription paper which was responded to very
liberally at home in Chatham. They made a contract with Lewis
Carter, asslisted by Ashbel Bruens I do not think there were
any builders et that time in Chatham, for our application for
plans was only to one person at Springfield and to Mr. Carter.

To increase our subscription list, Mr. Aardn Carter,
living in Newark, a brother of Lewls, and whose relatives
were residents of Chatham and Madison, volunteered to go with
a member of Chatham Church extensively among friends in Newark
who took much interest in the enterprise. One friend there
presented the first large pulplt Bible. Friends from New York
hearing of the new building, sent gifts. MNr. Williamson, of
E1izabethtown, brother of Isaac Williamson, a former Yovernor
of New Jersey, owned the lot whére the church now stands and
of fered it for sale on termg which the people thought it ad-
visable to accept, and thus secured this location.

. Now, it was deteérmined to progress as rapldly as possibdle
to erect and complete ‘a sultable and respectable house whereln
to worship the God of the Bible, in the name of the father,
and of the Son, and of ‘the Holy Ghost, according to the Pres-

byterian form and government., Asg to erection, let me here re-

mark that in that day there was very little machlinery to faclli-
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tate bullding. The lumbef was carted chiefly from‘NaWark in
its rough state, and human machinery alone prepared it for its
place in the erection--human skill in handling the mechanic's
tools was then very lmportant., An expert workman was something
to be observed. I have often stopped with others before a bench
where a man expert with the plane was rapildly curling off the
shavings and handling the boards. You could see the lines of
grace in that man and in his work. Lewis Carter hed a son who
used the plane wilth almost machinery sveed. I liked to watch
him, tool in hand, and it was a sight worth gazing at. -The
timber was mostly drawn in the log and hewn with the broad-axe
on the ground. When the “hatham contributors chose, they could
pay in meteri=l or labor at the market value.

The lot belng pald for, and everything in readiness, the
foundation was buillt, the corner-stone beihg lede in the sum~
mer of 1832, | |

The Rev. J. M. Ogden, pastor, offidiated with suiﬁabla
and imposing ceremony. <The whole community, interested,
crowded the spot, and it was aﬁvéry memorable day for the
Church and for “hatham, At this time we were a very piéin
people, simple in our manner and appeéranca. Light carriage
bodies with springs were not common. I’don't think there
were three which came to our church, there were spring seats
in light wagons, and we had never heard the name of buggy, or
any of the varlous fancy foraign names now gilven to different
formg of carriages. Indeed simplicity generally prevailed

in vehicles., More attention, however, wes given to the horse.
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I have often seen the richest men in Madison riding in a wagon
without springe drawn by hls splendid blooded horse.

The inhabltants of Chatham were an independent, high-minded
and happy people. They were not then highly educated, but they
very highly appreciated education, as is strongly evidenced in
their succeeding generations. I think we may attribute this
change very much to the pastor Yod gave us.

_Mr. Ogden had a very enlarged, scrutinizing and administra-
tive mind. He saw the financial, educational and religious
needs of the people, he studied and considered the position,
he saw the industry, the economy and the appreclation of knowledge
which prevalled, he valued the confldence reposed in him by his
parishioners, which was universal, and which made him intellec~
tually senslible of responsibllity, he devoted himself to the re-
liglous and educational improvement of the parish as the great
object of his life, and encouraged by the people in all his ef~
forts, the natural and certain results were thrift, respecta-
bility and substantial prosperity, which in thelr results have
been ablding and are still visible,

Lhe pastor's salary was small, but he refused a larger one
from another church, saying to the writer of this, "Ihe tokens
of attachment from my people are so frequent and loud spoken
that I will not leave them." Ogcasionally we mede extra efforts
and substantisl glfts to him. H@}waa_ooppanted, the people were
edified, and they were happy in‘?a%higpher. During forty-five
years he was the eole pastor, and more then fifty-five years
dwelt among those parishioners, until on the morning of,Februaiy

13, 1884, he arose as ususal, presided at the family altar, break-
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fasted with his family, then retired to hls room up-stairs,
whither hls wife followed him, and within e half-hour he was
gone, for God had sald to him, Thy work on earth is accomplished;
come up higher for nobler work. He was a dignified, consistent i
and devoted minister, falthful to his Master and to his charge;

and this character secured to him great influence over old and

young, over persons in and out of the church. He was one of f

the strong men in the Synod and Presbytery, and a power in the

Church throughout the State, : ]
Dr, Ogden was scholarly, familiar with the ancient languages,
often the examiner in Hebrew and Ureek of the candidates for the
minlstry as they progressed in their studlies and sought llcenses
to preach., His sermons were of a high order for style, sub-
stance and practlcal piety. He was well known in the church
Judicatories of the State and to the bffioials of Princeton Col-
lege, his Alma Mater, Nassau Hall having conferred on hi¥ the
degree of Y,D, In this attempted sketch of the Church's origin !

end first pastor, we discover the foundation of lts present

standing. I must say something of the popularity of our Church
in the old “lizabeth Presbytery, to which it formerly belonged

in Mr. Ogden's early minlstry, in this his only charge, during

a long lifetine.

Yrom the reasons which I shell give why the people of

Chatham were known and populer, the, luference may be drawn.
thet other parishes were equally knewn and popular. In those
deys the Presbyteries and the ministers came not to take a
glance at the “hurch and say, *he train will leave me if I
do not hurry," but they came for a visitation, they came to

stay, certainly long enough to know something of the people
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and their spiritual condition and freely to communicate to
each other anythling interesting transpiring in thelr various
charges. Where the Presbyteries were held, the meetings were
well attended by the people.

The minlster and elders became acquainted with and in-
terested 1n individuals and familles visited--they appreclated
the hospitality of the families, and the families delighted to
have the vislits. In attending Presbytery meetings and visiting
around in former days, I have often heard the inguiry made by
ministers and elders with great interest &bout‘famili@s and
individuals where they had been guests. OQur pulpit was often
occupled by the eminent preachers of that day, the McDowels,
Yrs, Murray, McGee, Armstrong, Figher, the Eminent Dr. Spring,
of New Yorks and these as often sollicited a change of pulpits
with Vr, Ogden, as he with them.

In those days there were frequent revivals in the churches.
Ministers wetched the sgpiritual condition of thelr people very
closelys; the enemy was always abroad, but sometimes with pecu-
lizr power, influencing the community and even church members,
80 that minister and session would feel anxlety, and the need
of keeplng relli.lon more continuously before the people, hence
"protracted meetings," as they were called, conducted by mini-
sters and home 214 alone at f;rst.,“It{was,oonsiderad that the
work must begin at the House of QQQJ and the first attention
was glven to the membership,,%pd‘sinners were preached to as
Christ preached to them; they had no fear of man, but spoke
the terror of the *ospg}; thax warne@ the sinner against those

regions where 1is weeping and gnashing of teeth--0of tThe worm




-

remorse, which never dies. When the minister's strength
failed he would choose some one specially adapted to the occa-
slon to assist him, but this help would not be sought until the
necessity arose, the influence of the Holy Spirit being mainly
relied upon to do and carry on the work., PFurther to promote
religlous thought and interest in the different churches, it
was al one time the custom for Presbyteries at the Fall session
to appoint a committee to arrange for a visit to every church
by the ministers in palrs, who would remain two days or more
if thought proper, holdling meetings and visiting in the parish.
These visltatlons were very much prized by ministers and people
they were always interesting, often followed by increased
thoughtfulness, and sometimes by revivals.

I recall one revival in our church in the Fall and Winter
of 1842 and 1843. It began and progressed aquletly, session
and membership manlfesting deep humiliation, an unusual sgo-
lemnlty pervading the community; church meetings every night,
crowded by anxious souls and prolonged after the benediction,
and the pastor and sesslon distributing themselves around among
inquirers. One evening Dr, Wm, Armstrong was present and
placed himself with the anzxlous inquirers. ' All was quiet,
exceplt suppressed conversatlon and sobbing, when a tap was
heard calling all to attention. Dr. Armstrong requested that
all would Join in prayer to @od for help on this deeply solemn
occasion, He sald that he had never seen such uncounsolable
distress for éln; that he had never witnessed such lmpressive
testimony of the Holy Splrit's presence; that he must have

special help from the Most High to enable him wisely to coun-
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sel and instruct the sin-canvicted inquirers. A48 a result
there was profounder spirituality in ﬁhe membershlp, a large
addition thersto, and a more religious and harmonious temper
in the village.

At the meebtlngs of Presbhytery, the members manifested the
greatest lntersst, when 1a the reports of religlon from the
various churches there was notlce of a revival, and it always
abttracted attention and afforded edification. I recall a
mecting of the old Elizabeth Presbytery at Newark, when pre-
viously there had been a revival in one of the churches at
Ellzabethtown, and 1t was requested that the particuléré should‘
be slven by some delegate from that church, and th@ meansg aﬁd
nethods used in 1lts beglnning and progress related. In answer,
it was sald that the alnlster and elders were senslble of, and
dlistressed at, the prevalling apathy éf church mémbersﬂénq the

zgeneral carelessness, althouzh the pulpib minlstrations were

directed to the eradication of these evils. The session were
much in prayer, but lisoourage& at the atill continuad apparent

indifference, until it was resolved to dlstricb tha parish, and,

with much prayer, each one undertook his allott@d tagk, making
personal appeals to the converted and unconverted, when they 5
found that from the beginnlng of their importunate prayer the

Holy Spirit had gone before bhem and a powerful revival fol- N §

lowed.

w. CQ W.
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By Lawrence M. Schanck

Excerpts from the Session winutes of the Presbyterian Church

of Chatham Village (The Village Church in Chatham) Sept, 29,
1862, |

Sept, "9, 1862

" eeiers. Menty-Six dollars had also been contributed *o

the American Tract Society to ald in furnishing suitable

reading to the Army",
December 3, 1863

"ere.o Fourteen dollars had been paid to the United States

Christian Commission 4in ai1d of sick and wouﬁﬁed-éoldiera.“
Decenmber £, 1864

" evvv.._Thirty-four dollars were collected on the Day of

Thankagiving for the relief of PFreedmen which haid been
forvarded to the General Assenbly Committee for this object,

Thirtv-elght dollars were algso reported as having been

contributed for the American Union Commission toward the

relief of suffering refugees of the South,,....."
April 17, 1866

", .. The gum of Forty-one dollars waa reported as the
amount ceontritbuted for the religious education of Freedmen
on the day of Thanksgiving appointed on the first Thwr aday

of December by the President,”

Maroh 4, 1867
".... also colleetion in March in aid of those suffering

from famine in the Southern States through Southern Relief

Commission $138,87,"
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November 27, 1867

"o... also Thirty-seven dollars and Bo cents as the amount

contrituted to the Colportage ¥und for Freedmen under the

direction of the Board of Publications",

Note: Webster defines "eolportage"™ as “"oolporteurss work"
and & "colporteur" as a hawker or distributor, esp-
ecially of religious tracts and bookgloeally", A
colporteur was aponsored jointly by the Presbyteries
of Newton and Norris and Orange in 1873 "To cireculate
the publications of the Board of Publication and %o
perform Sunday School and other missionary work" but
it appears that his efforts were not as successful as

had been hoped,
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CIVIL W ar Excerpts from Ogden Memorial Churech

On page 17 of THE CENTENNIAL OF THE OGDEN MEMORIAL PHRESBYTERIAN Church
published in I923 there is s paragraph as follows:

At the time of organization of this church and down to about iI872 the
Trustees tonok three distinct affﬁavits before a Justice of the peace before
assunming office; first, they awore that they would support the Comstitution
of the U.S.:;secondly, that thet they do and Qvill bear true faith and alle-
giance to the Government in this Btate under the authority of the people;
thirdly, that they would execute the trust reposed in them as Trust ses of

The Village Church in Chatham to the best of thelr ability and understandi ng.

This practice wag folloved through 1864, discontinued for several years
and then resumed briefly before 1t was finally discontinued. No explanation

of this situation can be located.

L.M.Schanck

Addenda concerning Civil War frem Beok Committee
Mrs, A., B. Churchill of Madison found thie eld record:
1864~-Committee met over Mr. Paulmier's stere. Mr,
Mahlon Miller wag appointed a committee ef one te
raise velunteers. Directed him te ge te Port Reyal -
for that purpese. o
Mrs. Willard Pellard states that the letter frem Van
Voast in the Historical Seciety files was given by her méther
Mrs. Totten. The seldler whe wrete was a great uncle @f’her
m@ther. He was related te the Pellards in the family of Mrs.
G, V. Lﬁm. Mrs. G. V; Lum says the!. four brethers weréﬁher

great uncles.



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AT OGDEN MEMORIAL

Across the years, Ogden Memorial Presbyterdian Church has maintained a
strong Church School and Youth Program. This vital concern can readily be
seen in three areas:

First - Building Construction - Finding the orlginal physical facilities,

erected in 1904, to be inadequate, the congregation in 1928 erected that
part of the building currently (1972) referred to as the "Parish Hall'
which, in addition to a fine gymnasium and stage and kitchen, provides space
Tfor the church offices and a number of Church School rooms. In 1957 - 58,
there were erected at the northern side of the bullding additional Christian
Bducation facilities consisting of three storles of Fireproof conetruction,
providing sixteen addlitional classrooms and a Youth Chapel. As of this date
(1972) the total building, sanctuary, Parish Hall, and Christian Educetion
Building, and contents, are gpproilsed for insurance purposes at a Tlgure in
excess of one million dollars.

Second - Church Staff - In 1947, the congregation engaged a full-time

Director of Christian Educstion and since that time has meinteined and given
strong support to this oflice.

Third - Statistics - The Church School enrollment of students and teachers

at ten year intervals over the last four decades is g8 follows:

oo, . . . . . . 289
1950. . . . . . 59
1960. . . . . 501
19/0. . .. .307

The high point was reached in 1955 when the enrollment was T2l. With the
expansion of other facilities in the community, the establishment of a

| Presbyterian congregation in Chatham Township, and a change in the church

affiliation of those moving into Chatham Borough, the enrollment has stesdlly
declined in the last decade; however, the church continues to regard Christian

Bducation as a central function and responsibility of a Christlen congregation.

3¢9
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Churches ~ Inter-Church Council

~ United Council of
Church Women

~ Vacation Bible Schools



THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES OF CHATHAM 370
! By the Rev. Clarence L. Lecrone, Pastor of

the Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church

The relationship of the writer of this article to the churches of
Chatham has been as a minister and covers more than two decades, having
begun in 1940. During most of this time the Protestant churches consisted
of §t. Paul's Episcopal Church, Stanley Congregational Church, the Methodist
Church, and Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church, all in the RBorough of
Chatthem. The people in the Township of Chathem have been served by these
churches as well as the churches from other neighboring communities. The
Long Hill Chepel, a congregation of the Christian end Missionary Alliance
Church, was organized in 1946; the Glorie Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church
in 1958; and the Presbyterian Church of Chetham Township in 19%9; all three
congregations locating their place of worship in Chatham Township.

The two decades begimming in 1940 saw a great spirit of cooperation,
mubual support, and common endeavor among the Protestant Church people of
Chatham. The splrit of fellowship and comradeship ap each church served
the kingdom of God was expressed in the esteblishment of en interchurch
council whose purpose was not only to express ‘the spirit of oneness In the
Christian cause bubt also to plan and conduct activities that all the
churches could engage in together. This council wag composed of the minister
or ministers and three laymen from each church; the laymen to represent the
governing or supervising board, ‘the women, and the young people from each
church. Among the Jjoint sctivitles sponsored by this councll were the
conducting of a number of religious censuses, the holding of community
Daily Vecation Bible School for the children each summer, Jjoining together
for union worship services for ten weeks in the summer, uniting for woxrship
pervices during the evenings of Holy Week and for a three-hour service on

Good Friday afternoon. For a number of years a union Reformation



37/

celebration was held, and for all these years the council sponsored snd
gupervised an interchurch youth council.

A strong factor in the close spirit @f) the churches undoubtedly was
the rich fellowship among the ministers. Not only dald they meet regularly
for business, fellowship, and devotion, but frequently during the year the
ministers and thelr families would meet together sgocially, either for an
evenling in the home of one of the ministers or for a day in the mountains
or at the seashore.

With the increased population both in the borough and in the township,
resulting not only in considerable growth in memberhsip in all the churches,
but in the orgenization of additional congregetions it is, of course,
necessary to move into & new order. The last several years have seen a
decline in the number of union worship services, but these years have
also seen a deepening in the united Christian witness of all the churches in

relation to the social problems of our time.
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ADDENDEM - MAY 2, 1967

The years 1905 and 1966 were most significant in the life of the
Christian churches of tne Chatheams. During this time the spirit of the
Second Vaticon Ecumenical Councll began to be felt in a real way on the local
scene. The Protestant ministers who had been meeting regularly each month
were now Jjoined by the Roman Catholic clergymen. Corpus Christi parish, s
new Roman Catholic parish, was esteblished in the. Township in 1966 and priests
from Corpus Christi as well es St. Patrick's Roman Catholic parish in -the
Borough énterea into a much fuller and more veried expression of Christisn
fellowship. In 1960 baccslaureste services were held in the schools, conducted
by both Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy and atitended by both Roman
Catholic and Protestant worshippers. Alaé, 1966 saw the formulation of plans
for a Joint worship service entitled, "An Ecumenical Service of Prayer for
Christian Unity" to be held in January, 1907 in St. Patrick's Roman Cetholic
Church with all the Christian clergy, both Protestant and Catholic, and with
all congregations invited to atbtend. The main speaker for this service was
Father Ambrose of &§t. Paul's Abbey in Sussex County. The year 1966 sew the
formation of o "Chatham Inter-Faith Commlttee' including the clergymen and
two laymen from all the Christien congregetions. This committee has addressed
itself to helping in humen relations of all kinds within ocur communities and
to glving expression to our united Christiean witness and activity. If

"“the past is prologue”" we may look to the future with high hopes and resl

expectation.
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CLARENCE L. LECRONE, PASTOR
OGDEN MEMORTAL PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH
CHATHAM, NEW JERSEY

Clarence Luther Lecrone was born in Altoons, Pennsylvanis on April 24, 1913.
» is the son of Hervey W. Lecrone and Susan Alice Sorrick. He was reared in
Lexandria, Pa. and graduvated from high school there in 1930. He gradusted from
miata College in Huntington, Pa. in 1934 and from Princeton Theological Seminary
1 1937. Mr. Lecrone was ordained to the ministry in the Presbyterian Church on
me 29, 1937 in Flanders, N. J. by the Morris and Orange Presbytery, and on

wust 26, 1937 he married Mory Rohrer Hindmen, daughter of Samuel M. and Msy R.
ndman.,

Mr. Lecrone was pastor of the United Church of Flanders (Methodist end
esbyterian congregation) from 1937~1940, and he has been pastor of Ogden Memorial
esbyterian Church from 1940 to the present. In September of 1942 he took a leave

ghsence from Ogden Memorial Church to serve as Army chaplsin with the 100th

Fantry Divislon. He served in the REuropeen theater of operations untll 1946
d receilved the Bronze Star Award,

In 1951 Mr. Lecrone was elected Moderator of the Morris and Orange Presbytery
1 he was elected Vice Moderator of the Synod of New Jersey in 1960.

Mr. and Mrs. Lecrone have two children, a son - James Lawrence, born October 9,
10 and a daughter - Patricla Jean, born November 12, 1938. James Lawrence
wdusted from Muskingum College, New Concord, Chio. On July 14, 1963 he married
;er Nickoll and they have a girl - Kellle Marie, born November 25, 1965, Patricia
wm attended Wooster College in Wooster, Ohlo and graduated from Wilson College
Chembersburg, Pemmsylvania. On July 1, 196L she married Richasrd Ross Randall

| they have two children, a girl - Valerie Jean, born on January 10, 1963 and
oy - Scott Edward, born on April 10, 1966.

Mr. Lecrone's hobby is golf,

.1 10, 1967
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RESIDENCE OF REV. & MRs. LECRONE
{2 CLARK STREET



CHATHAM COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN

‘O WRITE THE ®1STORY OF THE YCHATHAM COUNCIL OF CHURCH

OMNE MUST RELY ON THE MEMORIES OF SOME OF OUR CHURCH WOMEN,

) WRETTEN RECORDS HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN TO THE GROUP.

IRE Wittt A PIEPER REMEMBERS WHEN "INTERDENOMINATIONAL

VERE HELD TO UNITE THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCHES IN CHATHAM.
"Re&, EONA VANSICKLE BUDD REMEMBERS A MEETING IN THE

'GATIONAL CHURCH WHERE THE SPEAKER WAS NRS. CHARLES PHILHOWER
YVESTFIELD AND HER TOPIC ®AS THE "NEwLY FORMED ORGARIZATION
'TeED CHURCH WoOoMEN." |T WAS THE INSPIRATION OF THAT TALK AND
ITHUS ) ASM AND GUIDANCE OF MRS, BuobD WHICH WERE RESPONSI|IBLE

1€ CHATHAM Councit OF CHURCH WOMEN BECOMING A REALITY,

YHAT WAS THE YEART, 1T 15 STILL A MYSTERY. OUR NEAREST CLUE
TROM MRS GEORGE ARTHUR SMITH WHO WAS HOST TO ONE OF THE

L MEETINGS AND REMEMBERS THAT THE YOUNGSTER, WHO PLAYED

5 ON THE FLOOR, WHILE HIS MOTHER ATTENDED THE MEETING, 18

¥ HIS EARLY THIRTIES,

Jow IN 1963, THERE 15 STILL A COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN CARRYING
4E PURPOSE OF THE UNITED CHURCH WOMEN OF AMERICA WHICH 1S,
VITE CHURCH WOMEN (N THE ALLEGIANGE TO THEIR LORD AND SAvIOR,
CHR1ST, THROUGH A PROGRAM, LOOKING TO THEIR INTEGRATION IN
ITAL LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH AND TO THE BUILDING OF A
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.

MERE ARE NOW REPRESENTATIVES FROM 81X PROTESTANT CHURCHES,
Y, STANLEY ComanéaArloNAL, ST, PauLs' EP1SCOPAL, THE CHATHAM

DIST, OGDEN MEMORI AL PRESBYTERIAN, AND THE TOWNSHIP PRESBYTERIAN

HE GLORtA DEI LUTHERAN,
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PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL 1S ASSUMED BY EACH CHURCH FOR
AR TERMs AN ALPHABETICAL SYSTEM OF THE CHURCH NAMES IS
HE IMMEDIATE PRESIDENT 15 MrRs WitLLi1 AM PIEPER FROM OGDEN

FRESBYTER| AN CHURCH, PRECEDING HER wAS MRS, GEORGE PIKE

METHOD1 ST CHURCH, MRS, RICHARD STloﬁt% FROM ST. PAUL'S %X

DeCoPALLLER FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,

CHATHAM COUNGIL CARRIES OUT THREE OF THE FOUR YEARLY

WHICH THE UNITED CHURCH WOMEN SPONSORS NAMELY, THE WORLD
'y DAY, UNICEF, AND THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER.

FOorRE1GN STUDENT WEEK LND HAS BEEN SUBST!TUTED FOR THE
owsHipr Day, THE ORIGINALITY AND SUCCESS OF THIS PROGRAM
'ECOGNITION IN THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE OF THE UNITED CHURCH
ANOTHER PROGRAM WHICH HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY CARRIED OUT
AMy, 18 A UNITED CANCER DRESSING MEETING, THE WOMEN FROW
iteK'!'s RoMAN CATHOLI1C CHURCH SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF

LAST MENTIONED PROJECTS,



AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MRS. GEORGE HAROLD PIKE
ANNA AURELIA BREWER MARCH 15, 1906 AT OurR HOME ON GARSIDE
'T NEWARK, NEwW JERSEY,
‘Rt MR, CHARLES EDWIN BREWER, SECRETARY OF THE MuTuAL
‘IT LIFE INSURANGCE COMPANY OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.
R?  AURELIA BELLE LEE OF ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA,
(THe CHIMES 1IN OGDEN MEMORIAL PRESBYTERJI AN CHURGCH IN

CHATHAM, NEW JERSEY ARE tN THEIR MEMORY,)

TED?: RIDGE STREET GRAMMER SOHOOL AND BARRINGER HIGH SCHoOL

oF NEwWARK, NEW JERSEY.

GRADUATED FROM MONTCLAIR STATE NORMAL SCHOOL {IN

MoNTCL AIR, NEW JERSEY IN [927.

EXTENSION COURSES TAKEN IN NEW YORK UNIVERSITY.
ATION: TAuGHT FIRST GRADE IN CHATHAM FROM 927 To 1931,
gep: OGDEN MEMORI AL PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH DECEMBER |9, (93|

TO GEROGE HAROLD PIKE, OSTEOPATHIO PHYSICI AN FORMERLY

ofF UticA, NEW YORK PRAGTICING IN CHATHAM,.

REN: REV. GEORGE HAROLD PIKE, JR. BORNIAN |93BAND MARRIED

TO PAULINE ELIZABETH BLAIR OF FULTON, IlLL. AND

RESIDING IN BETTENDORF, lowA. THEY HAVE ONE DAUGHTER

AND TWO SONS.

ANN EL1ZABETH SHERER BORN IN 1935 AND MARRIED TO
PETER GARVIN SHERER OF FAYETTEVILLE, NEW YORK.
RESIDING 1N MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE. THEY MWAVE
TWO SONS,

RICHARD LEE PIkE BORN 1939 AND MARRIED TO LYNDA
TeErRrY NIEBLING OF CHATHAM, NEW JERSEY. RESIDING IN

CHATHAM AND THEY HAVE ONE DAUGBHTER.

37
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ITIES AND HOBBIES?

TEACHER IN OGDEN MEMORI AL PRESBYTERI|AN CHURCH SCHOOL
FROM 1927 10 1953

DEN MOTHER FOR Cue ScouTs 1942 To 19L45.

SuBSTITUTUTE TEACHER IN CHATHAM ScHooLs 1954 vo 1960,
ADVISOR OF CHATHAM M,Y.F, SENIOR YOUTH.

MemMBerR OF Y.M.C.A, BoARD IN CHATHAM., RECEIVED THE
YOuTH AWARD FROM THE Y. M.,C.A., 1IN 1958

SALVATION ARMY REPRESENTATIVE IN CHATHAM

MEMBER OF WOMEN'S SOCIETY OFFICIAL BOARD IN CHATHAM
METHODIST CHURCH,

STEWARD OF THE CHUROH AND CHAIRMAN OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
ORGANIZATION,

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF MT.
KEMBLE HOME (N MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY,

PARICIPATED IN EXPERIMENT FOR LLIVING IN SUMMER OF

1950 BY HAvVING A DuTcH BOY LIVE WITH U8 FOR THE SUMMER.
ACTIVE MEMBER OF Rg}bx SPRING CouNTrRY CLus BY

PARTICIPATING IN BOWLING, GOLF AND BRIDGE.

P

e /766

) w%@@w@mﬁ%)
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Anna Brewer Pike
( Mrs. George)

Residence - 61 Fairmoovnt Ave



CHATHAM COUNCIL OF

Dear Mrs, Budd:

United Chirch Women of New

purpose of the Gen@ralﬂbayam‘men‘

church women in their allegla

Jegus Chrilst, through the pr

rem

in the TOTAL LIFE AND WORK OF THE OHU

A WORLD CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY,®
JORY o R

Mre.

Chatham Councll and @
L

Mreg, F. Wichelman, was

Pregbyterlan. We wer

The Chatham Counclill n

ow 1
Annusl Mee$ing and Aese
held at Ocean Grove, Ju

elected Director for

of New Jersey., Mre

Councll, to serve two
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Mrs, Williem A, Pieper

I wae born in New York City and wae baptis
: . , ed Loul ee
Pauline Elsaeser. My mother and three brothers were algo New
gorkers. Father was born in the city of Stuttgart, southern
ermeny.

I attended New York Clty echoole. I spent

Europe. This I shall alwayse remember ag ong gf zig ﬁ?gﬁ?fpi?s
of my egrly teens. 1 waé thirteen at the time I made thisjfiret
trip. My fathere' parents were living at this time and I hed
many cousbhse thruout southern Europe whom I visited. This ﬁaa
the Europe "mefore the wars., I mentlion thle because this vigit
wag an igmortant gtep as far as education and knowing people was
concerned,

We came to New Jsreey to live, in the Clinton H1ll section
of Newark. Thile, too, was another important step for the entire
famlly. My parente had kaf qulte sfruggle as far as taking care
of four growing chlldren and mother was 111 and in the hospital
off and on, WHowever, all this changeld when we moved to Jewsey.
Father had hie degree in chemlstry. He flnally found hies place
in thies world--withih a year's time he was emploged by the Clty
of Newark, af a sanilteory inespector. Father made gregt strides
and within a few years he was made head of the sanitation depart-
ment of Newark, He was the only forelgner on the Board of Health.

I attended Barringer H. S, for two years and then finlshed
High Bchool at Central High, Newark, N, J. I sttended Montclalr
Normal and I surely thought I would finieh and then teach, I had
an opportunity to work during the summer monthe for The Mutusal
Benefit Insurance 0o, Well--I never returned to Montclalr Normal;
I slipped thru flve departments of the Mutual Beneflt and finally
found my&8elf working in the Legsal Depertment. Mr. Archibald
Kirkland and dr. Charles Scherholz were lawyers and I wag a sten-
ogPapher working wlth then,

#william A. Pleper, my hushand,-énd a very cloge friend of my
older brother,Fred)--wae a frequent vieltor at the Elpasser home.
William Andrew wns our only child, He wae a flyer with the Elghth
Army Alr-Corpd. He was reported mlesing in action and never 4id re-
turn. .We adopted Dolores Lotlse-and she brought much Jjoy into our

lives,

. I have been involved and interested in church work for many
years, Tam a member of Ogden Memorlel Presbyterlan Churoh. I wme
President of the Mieslonary & Ald, taught Sunday Bchool, sang in

the choir, Aleso, a member of the Gulld,
of Church Women

I wae appointed Presldent of the United Council/ of Morrls
County. I served in thls capaclty for two years. In 1966 Iwwae
Blected Director for the Unlted Council of Church Women of

Morrle County.

My hobbles are oamplngi/yainting,Cj}gg;l work & drqmatlca.

btitod, /07@0'/ @7%. M“f"/@
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Mps, William
A. Pileper

{
|

|

| Home of

-~ Mps. Pleper
169 Weston Ave.

|
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CHATHAM COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN UNITWD
By Mrs, Fred A, Wichelman

The Chatham Council of Church Women United provides
an opportunity for Christian WOrship; f@llowship; and
service across denominational and racial lines.,

It serves as a Department of the National Counecil
of Churches in co-operating in the initiation; inter-
pretation and promotion of its total program.

It is affiliated with the Church Women United of
New Jersey and participates in its programs and provides
an adequate share of its finaneial support. It serves
as a channel through which national and state projects;
plans and programs are carried to local church women.

Through the Church Women United of New Jersey we
participate in the Naional program of Church Womeh
United and share in its financial suprort. We are in-
vited to attend the National Assembly with the power
to vote,

The membership of the Chatham Couneil of Church Women
United consists of all the women of Stanley Congregation-
al Church United Church of Christ, St.,Paul's Episcopal
Church; Gloria Deil Evangelical Lutheran Church; The
Chatham Methodist Ghurch; Ogden Memorial Presbyterian
Church; Chatham Township Presbyterian Church, Meyersgville
Presbyterian Church; and The First Presbyterian Church
of Stirling , as of 1968,

The President; Vice President, Secretary and Treag-

urer of the Chatham Council of Church Women United are



3384

Chatham Coun¢il of Church Women United - Continued

elected by ballot for a term of two years and may be

re-elected to the same office for one term only.

L.
2o
3
le s

The Chatham Council of Church Women United sponsorg:
The World Day of Prayer Service

The World Community Day Service

The UNICEF collection

The May Fellowship Day Luncheon

Invitations are sent to members of all Protestant

and Catholie Churches and Synagoﬂé%s within the

vicinity to attend our services and to participate

in our activities,
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MRS, FREBED A. WICHELMAN

Born Ruth Katherine Luhman May 2, 1900

at home on 83rd Street, New York City; New York.,
Father Henry William Luhman born in New York City,N.Y.
Mother Annie Blizabeth Keidel bormn in New York City;N.Y.

Bduecated in New York City schools - P,S, 77, Julia
Riehman High Sechool and Columbila University.
Oceupation Bookkeeper in the PForeign Bookkeeping
Department of the National City Bank,
Wall Street, MNew York City, New York,
Married October 10, 1926 in the Holy Trinity
Episeopal Chur@h; 88 Street, New York Eity;
New York +to Fred A. Wichelman, Sales
Manager of the A,C, Horn Company,
Long Island Eihy; Wew York,
Children Rwth Anm Wichelman borm 1927, former
sehocl teacher now Librarien in thh
Berkeley Hedights Sechools.
Fred A, Wichelman, Jr,, borm 1931,
Maryied to Hdna M. Muller,
They reside on Staten Island with

their three Baughters and three sons,
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ACTIVITIES AND HOBBIES:

Holy Trinity Eplscopal thrmh; Hew York City, N.Y,
Teacher in churech sehool 1918 -~ 1926
Member of Trinity Players © "

Holy Trinity Eplseopal Church, Valley Stream, N.Y,
Teacher in c¢hurch sechool 1935 -~ 1948
Pregident of Couples Club 1941 -~ 1942

Boy Scouts of Ameriea
Cub Seout Den Mother 1939 -~ L1941

Bethany UCongregational Chureh, Bast Roekaway, N.Y.
Teacher in church school 1949 -~ 1953
Fregident of Woman's League 1954 - 1955

Order of Rainbow for Girls
Mother Advisor, Valley Stresam Assembly 1939 - 194k
Organized Bast Rockaway Assembly 1945
Mother Advigor ™ M n 1945 - 1951
Organized Malverne Assembly 1952
Mother Advisor " n 1952 - 1955
Distriet Deputy, Order of Rainbow for Girls
Jtate of New York 1953 -~ 1958

Order of Bastern Star
Matron Valley Stream Chapter #840 1938
Member of Majestic Chapter #157 GChatham, N.J, 1960

Bast Rockaway and Lynbrook Garden Club
Pregident 1954 - 1956



ACTIVITILS AND HOBBIES =~ eontinued

Stanley Congregational Chureh United Chureh of Christ
Active member 1957 to date 1968  Chatham, N.J,
Pregident Congregators Club 1960

Chatham Couneil of Church Women United
secretary-Treasurer 1963 ~ 1964
Vice President 1965 - 1967
Presgident 1968 ~

Chatham Woman's Club

Member 1967 =

Bobbies- Painting , Gardening, Sewing, Reading,

387
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Ruth Luhwman Wichelman
(Mrs. Fred A.)

Home IX Ta.ﬂmac{jc Afe-
C/wﬂham, N.J.
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CHATHAM DATLY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Annalou B. Thomas
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The first Daily Vacation Bible School in Chatham was held in
1926 with 135 children in attendance,

This record is the only factual material, yet many residents
recall attending Bible School in the late 1920'!'s and the 1930!'s.

Apparently during the second World War there was a suspen-
sion of Daily Vacation Bible School, In 1947 at the meeting of
the Chatham Ministerial Association the need for Bible School was
discussed. Daily Vacation Bible School was not resumed, however,
as it was believed there were not enocugh children spending the
summer in Chatham to make the venture feasible.

In 1948 the ministers met and again discussed Daily Vacation
Bible School., The Reverend Roberi Marston noted that during the
summer of 1947 there had been a local fire and many children came
to witness the blaze, It was decided that if over 100 children
came to a fire there were enough children available in Chatham
for Daily Vacation Bible School, |

Mrs, Mary Budd Richmond was named director for the summer
session held in 1948, Mrs. Richmond was the director of reli-
gious education for Ogden Memorial Church. Mrs. Robert Riesz of
the Congregational Church was chairman, and the following people
served with Mrs. Richmond and Mrs. Riesz in 1948 and 1949: Mrs.
Fred Walters Jr., Mrs. Robert L. Brandegee, Mrs, Theodore Strong,
Mrs, Wilden Munson, Mrs. John Shepherd, Mrs. Kérl Gel.gs, Mrs,
Walter Cooper, Mrs, Robert Meissner, Mr, Robert Stohl and the
Reverend William Rodda of the Methodist Church] The sessions for
over 125 children were held at Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church.

In 1950 Daily Vacation Bible School was held in the Presby-
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terian, Methodist and Congregational Churches with Mr, Robert
Stohl as director,

1951 - Mr, Robert Stohl, director, assisted by Mrs. S. M.
Arnold enrolled 130 children for Daily Vacation Bible School held
at the Presbyterian Church,

1952 ~ Enrollment of 122 held in Congregational Church; Miss
Betty Jane Miller, Director, and Mrs. Robert M, Taylor, Chairman,

1953 -~ 113 children in.attemianoe. The director was Miss
Betty Jane Miller of Ogden Memorisl Presbyterian Church, and Mrs.

Arthur Windecker was chalman,

1954 -~ 120 children attended and Mrs, J., M. Pavelka was di-

rector,

1955 -~ Mrs. Robert Nyoum was chairman; 114 children registered
at Opden Memorial,

1956 - Stanley Congregational Church; Reverend Frank Dreis-
bach, Director: 75 youngsters,

1957 - 103 children attended sessions at the Methodist Church;
Mrs. Donald Buckey was Director with Mrs, William A. McCulloch as
Chairman.

1958 - St. Panl's Episcopal Church; 125 children; Rev, BEdwin
Lintern of Drew University was Director,

1959 - Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church; 145 children regis-
tered; Rev. Orin Whitaker, Director, and Mrs, John E. Hobbis, chair-
man.

1960 -~ Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church; 160 children par-
ticipated; Rev, Orin Whitaker, Director, and Mrs, Gerwioh, Chair-

man,
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1961 - Methodist Churchj; children; Orin Whitaker, Rev,
Laurerce Macintosh, Mrs., James Ryder,

1962 - Ogden Memorial; 120 children; Mrs. F. W. Bleibdrey,

1963 ~ St Paul's Episcopal Church; 100 children; Rev, Robert
Heavilin,

1964 - Stanley Conpregational Church; 85 children; Mrs.
Wilden A. Munson, Director; Mrs, John Stockly, Chairman.

1965 - Methodist Church; 105 children; Mrs. Wilden A, Munson,

Director; Mrs. John Stockly, Chairman.

1
Footnotes: Evea Parels Bates, HISTORICAL SKETCH CF THE

STANLEY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, Chatham, New Jersey,
1956, p. 19.
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Annalou B; Thomas (Mrs. Richard E. Thomas), 206 Washington
Averue, Chatham, New Jersey. Born in Hamilten, Ohio, 1920; reared
in Middletown, Ohio. Attended Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.
Husband: Richard E, Thomas, Vice~President, First National City
Bank of New York. Children: Richard E. Thomas II, 28, Pvt,, U, S,
Amy; David B, Thomas, 19, Freshman, Kenyon College; Victoria Amn
Thomas, 7. Member, Sunday School teacher and original member of
Youth Board of Stanley Congregational Church, Past President of
the Greystone Park Association and an in-service volunteer at the
State Hospital, Active in Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. President

of the Pingry School American Field Service Chapter. Republican

Committeewoman for the 7th distriet,

ANNALOU B. THOMAS
(MRrs. RicHarD E.)
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Church Notes



Additional ktelipious notes by Book Committee

In adaition to the we8l known religious groups
listed in this history of Chathaem, there has existed since
the early I900's a closely bound together group of devout
Christians without a designated title. They desire to live
quiet, contented lives and are respected citizens, known for
their high moral standards and integrity. They met at first
in the homes of members, later at a house on Summit Ave. and
currently meet at 168 Main St.

The purpose of these persons gathering collectively
has been to afford worship to Divine Persons and to seek to
understand the will of God as set out in the Holy Scriptures.
Also 1t has been their desire to affect other people through
the gospel Preaching to set similar patterns in their lives.

It was begun about the year 1873 by the founder,
John Nelson Darby who sepdrated himself from the Church of
England as a8 result of his lack of faith in that systen.

Uver the past century it has grown to become today a group
of nearly I00,000 persons scattered throughout the world,

345
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